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our  hope  for  the  future. 


3. 
INTRODUCTION 

Dear  Children,  Grandchildren,  and  Countless  Cousins, 

Much  is  heard  at  this  time  (1972)  of  the  "generation  gap."   Through 
this  documented  story  of  your  and  my  ancestors  may  all  of  us 
partially  close  the  gap  of  many  generations  by  learning  to  know 
and  appreciate  those  who  made  us  who  and  what  we  are. 

Lord  Macaulay's  view  was  that  no  man  with  a  knowledge  of  the  past 
can  fail  to  appreciate  the  present.  An  old  saying  of  the  DAR  is, 
"He  who  careth  not  whence  he  came,  careth  little  whither  he  goeth." 

Heredity,  with  the  handing  down  of  family  traits,  determines  what 
we  are.   Scientist  Galton  estimated  that  one  half  of  a  person's 
traits,  both  physical  and  personal,  come  from  his  parents,  one 
fourth  from  his  grand  parents,  one  eighth  from  his  great  grand 
parents,  etc.   Each  of  us  is  not  only  a  chip  off  the  old  block, 
but  off  many  old  blocks.   By  studying  your  ancestors  and  what  they 
did,  you  may  find  not  only  some  of  your  own  traits  but  many  of 
your  physical  characteristics. 

Nellie  F.  Ayres  of  Memphis,  Tennessee  says,  "The  Bible  teaches 
genealogy;  the  Old  Testament  glories  in  it  and  the  New  Testament 
begins  with  it.   Not  only  does  Holy  Writ  encourage  the  search  for 
ancestry  and  the  preservation  of  its  history,  but  a  penalty  is 
attached  to  those  who  find  it  not.   In  Nehemiah  7:65  we  read, 
'Those  sought  their  register  among  those  who  were  reckoned  by 
genealogy  but  it  was  not  found;  therefore  they  were  as  polluted, 
put  from  the  priesthood.'" 

As  I  have  worked  on  the  family  history,  I  have  come  to  love 
each  set  of  grandparents.   By  fretting  out  the  details  of  their 
obscure  lives  I  have  learned  much.   History  and  geography  have 
finally  come  into  focus  through  associating  time  and  pioneer 
movements  with  the  family  story.   Each  ancestor  became  a  real 
personality  as  I  found  where  he  or  she  lived,  where  he  came  from, 
where  he  is  buried.   Through  courthouse  records  or  library 
books  or  through  family  bibles  I  found  other  details  of  his  life. 

I  would  like  to  thank  all  those  friends  and  relatives  who  have 
shared  their  precious  records  and  been  so  gracious  to  me  in  my 
search  even  when  they  have  had  no  real  love  for  genealogy.   So, 
through  these  pages  I  hope  to  help  all  of  us  bridge  the  gap 
between  our  generation  and  the  many  that  ha\ e  gone  before  us. 
May  you,  too,  learn  to  love  and  appreciate  them  as  you  become 
acquainted. 

P.  S.   I  am  including  as  much  data  on  related  families  and 
descendants  as  possible  since  I  felt  you  might  enjoy  seeing 
how  you  are  kin  to  many  folks  who  you  had  been  calling  "cousin" 
for  many  years  but  had  no  idea  how  you  were  related^ together. 
This  was  a  satisfaction  I  found  for  myself  so  I  felt  you  might 
enjoy  it  too. 
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John  Mason  Dyer 
b.  4-16-1829  Union  Co. 
d.  8-13-1887  Union  Co. 
bur.  Pythian  Cemetery 
Sturgis,  Ky. 


James  Dyer 

b.  2-14-1804  near  Nat.  Bridge,  Va. 
d.  1-23-1854  Union  Ce.,  Ky. 
bur.  Family  Cem.,  Union  Co.,  Ky. 


m.  9-15-1825  Union  Co.,  Ky. 


Marcel la  Mason 

b.  9-23-1863  Kentucky 

d.  10-13-1870  Union  Co.,  Ky. 

bur.  Family  Cemetery,  Union  Co.,  Ky 


(1)  11-27-1851  Nazareth  Cum. 

(2)  2-17-1875  Union  Co.,  Ky. 


Pres .  Church 


(2)  Mary  Eliza  Welch 
b.  3-17-184? 
d.  1932 

(1)  Sophrenia  Jane 

Piersen 
b.  7-15-1830  Tenn. 
d.  10-7-1872  Union  Co. 
bur.  Pythian  Cemetery 
Sturgis,  Ky. 
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William  Scarlett  Pieraon 
b.  6-21-1799  Person  Co.,  N. 
d.  10-9-1880  Union  Co.,  Ky. 
bur.  Grainger town  Cemetery 


(1)  5-3-1824  Hopkins  Co. 

(2)  1-11-1838  Hopkins  Co, 

(3)  — - 

(4)  -  — 


Ky. 
,  Ky. 


(4)  Mrs.  let  tie  Dillehay 

(3)  Mariah  Thompson 

(2)  Sarah  Tompkins 

(1)  Mary  W.  (Polly)  Tompkins 

b.  4-14-1799  Prob.  S.  C. 

d.  8-28-1836  Union  Co.,  Ky. 

bur.  Graingertovn  Ceme tery 


5. 


William  Dyer 

b.  1780  prob.  Augusta  Co.,  Va. 

d.  1835  Union  Co.,  Ky. 


i.  (1)  3-2-1803  Augusta  Co.,  Va, 
(2)  2-15-1816  Union  Co.,  Ky. 


(2)  Anna  Harris 

(1)  Grizel  (Grade)  Dell  McKee 

b.  bef.  1782 

d.  ca.  1810  Henderson  (Union)  Co, 


John  Mason 

b.  10-15-1774 

d.  1-8-1824  Union  Co.,  Ky. 


b.  4-19-1802  Fayette  Co.,  Ky. 


Dorcas  Wilson 

b.  5-5-1782 

d.  1-13-U?48  Bureau  Co.,  Ill 

bur.  Illinois 


♦John  (Tobe)  Pier son 
b.  1762  Va. 

d.  9-2-1838  Union  Co.,  Ky. 
a.  2-6-1794  Roxboro,  N.  C. 


Elisabeth  Warren 

b.  1774  prob.  Orange  Co.,  N.  C. 

d.  8-12-1852  Hopkins  Co.,  Ky. 


Private  James  McKee 

b.  ca.  1750  Augusta  or  Rockbridg* 

ra.  5-26-1781  Augusta  Co. 

d.  bef.  3-2-1803 


Jean  Te 1(d)  ford 

b.  10-19-1754 

d.  4-30-1800  Rockbridge  Co. 


Va. 


Sgt.  Isaac  Wilson 

b.  5-15-1735  Northumberland,  Eng 

m.  6-10-1765 

d.  aft.  1789  near  Lexington,  Ky. 

Margaret  Gordon 

b.  7-15-1745 

d.  aft.  1800  near  Lexington,  Ky. 


Prob.  Mary  Hack 


Goodloe  Warren 

b.  prob.  Halifax  Co.   Va. 

d.  aft.  1816  Person  Co.,  N. 

C. 

Elesebeth  Stuart 

James  Tompkins 

b.  Va. 

d.  Nov.  1833  Hopkins  Co.,  Ky. 

bur.  Prob.  Bumpus  Cemetery 

Polly  Wrfjtf 

b.  1770  S.  C. 

d.  aft.  1850  Hopkins  Co.,  Ky. 

bur.  Prob.  Bumpus  Cemetery 


John  Tompkins 

b.  10-30-1767  Va. 

d.  ca.  1789  Ky. 

(1)  Mary  (Dolly)  Goodloe 


^;  /7i.  l    i     ■"  -:J  An  JO/)   Co.,  v.C.  ) 
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HOW   TO  USE  THIS   BOOK 

(This  book  covers    the  Dyer  Family   starting  with  William  Dyer, 
then   through  his   first   son,    James  Dyer,    to  John   Mason   Dyer    (first 
son   of  James  Dyer),    to   the    thirteen   children    of  John  Mason   Dyer. 
Other  Dyers    and   their   descendants    are  mentioned  but   not    in   detail.) 

1.  Fill    out    the   blanks    on    the    chart   showing  how   you   descend  from 
John   Mason   Dyer.      A  blank   pa~e    is    left   so   you   can    jot    down 
nsmes    and    elites    of   your    own   branch   of   the   family. 

2.  always   rcfe""  back   to   the   cha^t   if  you   get   lost    or   confused   as 
to   whom  you    arr'    readinr*    ■"'bout. 

3.  The   following   abbreviations    are    used    throughout: 

b.  born 

married 
tied    or   died    about 

buried 

about 

probably 

r ef er enc e 

f o u g h t    in   R e v  o  1  u t i  o n 
-»-  devolution   pensioner 

JDA  Jane   Dyer    Arnold's    comments 

I4.      If  you   are    interested    in    joining   the  DAR   you   can   through   the 
following   ancestors    in    this   Dyer    side    of    the   family: 

Pvt.   James  McKee 

National   No.    l4J4.2i4.SO    (Mrs.    Joseph   D.    Smith    of   301 
Lawrence  Blvd.,    Pineville,    La.      7136O.) 

Sgt.   Isaac   Wilson 

National  No.    28I4.II4.    (Miss    Isabelle   Logsdon) 
National  No.    280fJ3°    (Mrs.    Lucy  Rearden  Sender) 

-"-John  ^ierson 

(Probably  no  p-p^-rF.  have  been  completed  on  him 
but  with  his  pension  papers  No.  25199  there  is 
enou  h  information  to  prove  hi"  line.) 


m. 

d.    or 

da. 

ca. 

prob. 

r»ef, 

(?-.) 
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FORMATION    OF  KENTUCKY  COUNTIES 


Until  December  31»    1776,    the  present   state   of  Kentucky  was    a  part 
of   the  County  of  Fincsstle,    State   of  Virginia.      Fincastle   County 
was  divided   into   three  counties,   Kentucky  County  being  one   of   the 
three . 

Daniel  Boone  had  explored  part   of   the  Kentucky   territory   around 
1767  but  it  was   not  until   17°7   that  he  moved  his  family  here. 

In  November   of  I78O,    the  County  of  Kentucky  was   divided  into    three 
counties,    namely,    Fayett*,    Lincoln,    and  Jefferson.      What   is   now 
Union  County  was   then    a  part   of  Lincoln  County, 

In   1790   the   three  Kentucky  counties  were   divided   into  nine. 

By   1792  when  Kentucky  became    a  state,    Lo?:an  County  was   one    of   the 
counties   cut   off  from  Lincoln   County    and   it   embraced    all   of   the 
land   lyine   south  of  the  Green  River. 

In   1797  Lo-an  County  was  divided   and   Christian  County  was   formed. 
Now,    the    land   that   someday   would  become   Union   County  was    a   Dart   of 
Christian   County. 

One  year  later,    1798,   Henderson  County  was   formed  by   taking  oar>t 
of  Christian  County.  °  x 

In   1808,    part   of  Henderson   County  was    taken    to  form  Hopkins   County. 
Union^oint1   an0ther  part   of  Henders°n   County  was   taken   to  form 

All   of   the   above   dates   and   separations  must  be   understood  befo-e 
one   can   trace  his  Kentucky   ancestors   through  county  histories    and 
courtnouse   records.  J  u   ies    ana 

3  "r.tintr  ( 1972 )    so,    of  course,    they   are    omitted. 

between   1780   and   1790   (before   Kentucky  became   a   state    in   tvqpI      h, 

Isaac  wuson   family     the  Joho  TompMnsfsm^/a.rs^verai^cKee*6 
...    all   from  Vircinia  were   living   in   central  Kentucky, 

coUnxty!  '(~iVi7S:,.isB12djs:t,sgsn:i  li  w i° ohristi- 

and   still   later   in  Hopkins   County.)  S    ln  h'nders™   "ounty 

By  1500  aome   of   the  Wilson  family  was    Uvlng    Ln  Henderson  County. 
CountyVoS  Onion^oSnty ).""'    ""  **"  ^"^    **rU°d    in  Henderson 
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By   1805   the   John   Pierso  is   from  North  Carolina  had   arrived   in    that 
part   of  Henderson   County   that   later  was    taken    to  form  Hopkins 
County. 

We   certainly   can   say    that   our   ancestors   were  Kentucky   pioneers. 
We   know   only  how  a  few   of   these   early   ancestors    arrived   at  their 
Henderson-Union  County  destination.     Family   tradition   says    that 
the  William  Dyers   and  John  Masons    came   by  Flatboat    to  the  mouth 
of  Highland  Creek   after  floating   down   the   Ohio.     Highland   Creek 
flows    into   the   Ohio   just  north    of  what   is   now  'Tniontown   (it   was 
called   Carthage    then).      They   then   worked    their   way   up    the    creek 
to   the   smaller  branch,    Lost   Creek.      When    they    rrot   to   one    or   two 
miles   north   of  where  Morganfield.  would  be    laid   out   some   seven 
years    later,    they  selected   lands  to   settle.      The  Dyers    and  Masons 
probably  got   together   in   central  Kentucky   as   we  find   that  John 
Mason    and  Dorcas   Wilson  were  married  in  Fayette   County   in   1^02 
just  prior    to   their   trip  '/est. 

A   colony   of    Wilsons    csme   down    the    Ohio  by   flatboat,    too,    and 
settled    in    the    same    area   as    the   Dyers    and  Masons.      (They  might 
have    all   come    at   the    same    time.)      Old    letters    tell    that   they 
had  wolves,    bears,    nnrl   Indians   to   contend   with   on    their   journey. 
The  Wilson   brothers    (ail   sons    of   Isaac    and   Margaret  Cordon 
Wilson)   wei°e   Alexander,    Thornton,    Elijah,    and  Ambrose.      They 
and    their   families    together  with    two   of   the  Wilson    -iris    and 
their   families    (Dorcas   who  was  Mrs.    John  Mason,    and   Elizabeth 
Cordon  who  was   Mrs,    Isaac   Sibley)    probably    all   came    to   ether. 
They,    too,    settled   in    the   general    area  that    the  Dyers    and  Masons 
chose . 

The   Pie^sons    (John   and  Elizabeth  Warren   Pierson)    with    six   small 
sons   came   by   covered   wagon.      In   Judge  Huston's   book,    "Memoirs 
of  Eighty  Years,"   he    tells  how  twenty-eight   families    under   the 
leadership    of    one    of   his   Huston    ancestors    left   by   covered   wagons 
from  Roxboro,    North   Carolina   (Person   County)    in   September    of 
1805,    finally   arriving  in    the   C-reen   River    territory    on   Christmas 
Day.      More    of    this   will  be    friven   under  John   Pierson. 

It    is  hope!   that  the    above   sketchy  history   will   °;ive   enough  back- 
ground   to  help  with   the   understanding   of    all    that   follows. 
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EARLY  HISTORY  OP  HENDERSON  AND  UNION  COUNTIES 

Prom  the  first  histories  of  Henderson  and  Union  Counties  we  cret 
an  understanding  of  conditions  our  ancestors  faced  when  they 
arrived  in  Western  Kentucky  around  l800-l306  and  of  the  many 
problems  they  encountered  in  establishing  their  new  hones. 

A  few  white  men  had  seen  the  territory  that  is  now  Union  County 
as  early  as  the  late  1700' s.   They  did  not  suspect  that  the 
unhealthy  swamps  and  inhospitable  looking  canebrakes  covered 
as  good  land  as  any  county  of  the  State  nor  that  there  was  a 
vast  mineral  wealth  (coal")  hidden  from  view. 

The  earliest  settlers  were  squatters  (ones  who  settle  op.  new 
land  without  a  title).   They  hunted  for  a  few  years  and  either 
returned  to  Virginia  or  moved  on  '.7est. 

N 

There  were  few  settlers  living  south  of  Green  River  before  Hen- 
derson County  was  formed  in  1793.   The  first  settlement  was  made 
at  Red  Banks  .  .  .  (now  Henderson)  in  the  year  1791.   There  were 
^/__jlo_  Indians  at  that  tine  on  the  Kentucky  side  of  the  Ohio,  but  on  A 
-the  greater  part  of  the  county  was  barren  with  timber  only  alone- 
the  creeks,  water  courses,  and  marshes.   Above  and  below  the 
village  of  Henderson,  the  country  was  a  dense  cane-brake.   The 
hillsides  and  valleys  were  thickly  populated  with  wild  animals, 
such  as  wolves,  wildcats,  panthers,  deer,  and  frequently  bears. 
Turkeys,  -eese,  ducks,  pheasants,  squirrels,  rabbits  snd  other' 
wild   ."e  of  the  smaller  species  were  abundant.   Even  moose  we-e 
to  be  found.   As  long  as  there  was  powder  in  the  house  and  lead 
in  the  pouch,  the  pioneer  little  worried  or  thought  of  hunger 
ever  staring  him  in  the  face,  but  kept  his  shanty  stocked  with 
meats. 

This  section  was  infested  and  completely  overrun  by  a  hpnd  of 
notorious  murderers  and  thieves,  who  proved  a  termor  to 'the 
better  class  of  pioneers.   It  behooved  the  ~ood  settle--  to  *<>t 
alon-  with  the  bad  men  for  there  were  so  few  settlers  and  they 
lived  so  far  apart  that  they  c  ould  not  defend  themselves.   Our 
ancestor,  James  Tompkins,  played  a  large  part  in  the  death  of 
one  of  the  worst  of  these  murderers,  Big  Hams.   A.  mor-  comol.-te 

an^st'ors'!   ^    ^  WiU  *   ^  ln   the   ^^   -    th^o^ns 

One   of   the    greatest  privations    the    early   settlers   ^ad    to  contend 
with  was    the    great   lack  of  salt.      Ten  dollars   per   bSshe?  was   Se 

sTocknt  ?tTas^T   ^V      3.iU  WaS    taken   in   ^change  lorlanl   and 
stock.      It  was    also   taken    in   exchange   for   labo*   and  m^chant 

bored  for  salt  ^^"Sh^.Ur.SS"^.^™ 
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Most  of  the  outlaws  had  been  run  out  of  the  land  by  1797.   It 
seemed  that  by  divine  will,  that  a  yet  greater  check  was  to  be 
given  the  future  life  of  those  in  the  Green  Fiver  county.   This 
came  in  the  shape  of  a  great  religious  revival,  certainly  the 
most  wonderful  and  remarkable  ever  known  prior  to  that  time, 
and  per  magical  way,  swept  like  a  prairie  flame  an i  extended  its 
influence  in  every  direction.   The  whole  section  became  Chris- 
tianized, and  society,  law  and  order  became  the  ~ainers  thereby. 
At  this  time  an  3  a  little  later,  there  war  an  influx  of  most 
desirable  immigrants  from  other  states.   The  pooulation  had  not 
increased  greatly  in  numbers,  but  the  improvement  in  morals  and 
intelligence  became  very  notica^le. 

As  soon  as  the  fertility  of'  the  soil  of  the  Green  River  area 
was  learned,  floods  of  immi -rants  from  the  counties  of  ^aste^n 
and  Central  Kentucky  counties  started  moving  to  this  area.   Later, 
some  European  settlers  arrived,  but  the  larrest  part  of  the  new 
people  were  from  Virginia,  North  Carolina  and  Pennsylvania.   Many 
hardships  and  trials  were  endured  by  these  settlers  as  they 
established  their  new  homes  in  the  wilderness. 

The  immigrants  were  looking  for  independence  that  they  had  not 
found  in  the  states  where  they  had  been  living  so  they  decided  to 
try  their  fortunes  in  the  fertile  V.'est.   They  then  sold  out  their 
farms  or  other  businesses,  settled  their  accounts,  bought  covered 


After  tearful  .^-ood-byes  to  the  family  and  a  visit  to  the  family 
cemetery,  they  took  their  places  in  the  wagon,  usually  with  the 
mother  holding  the  reins  for  the  men  rode  horseback  to  drive  the 
livestock  and  to  protect  the  family  from  Indians  and  wild  animals. 
If  they  wre  of  some  means,  there  probably  were  a  few  slaves  and 
mo  ■>?  than  one  wa~on.   (Having  slaves  was  much  more  important  than 
havin^  money.)   Usually  several  families  traveled  together  for 
company  and  safety.   There  were  no  bridges  so  all  streams  had  to 
be  forded.   There  were  no  roads  except  an 'rial  trails.  ^':ie   cane- 
brake  was  so  dense,  most  of  the  travel  and  b  ?.ildings  followed  the 
h!rrhe^t  land  to  be  found. 
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WILLIAM  DYER    .     .    .    PRQngNITOR 

This   is   the   story   of  the  John  Mason  Dyer  Family   of  Union  County, 
Kentucky,    tut   since   John  Mason   Dyer   (1829-1587)    was    a   third 
-eneration   Union   County  Dyer,    it   seems   best   to  first   learn   what 
we   can    of  his   parents    and   rrandparents . 

The  Union  County  History    of  1886   says: 

"If  any  family   in  Union  County  deserves    the   reputation   of  being 
a  Uni^n  County  family,    it  must  be   the  Dyer   family.      The  founder 
of   it  was    one    of    the   first   settlers,    and   raised   a    large   family. 
Ey   188*    there   were   probably  more  members    of    the   Dyer   family 
within  Union   County    than    any    other. 

Tbe  family  was  f  ounded  by  William   Dyer,    a  blacksmith,    who  was 
vorn    in  Virgiria   in    I78O.      He   came    to  Kentucky    in    ISO!;.      He 
married    ~r-cie  McGee    (should  be  McKee)    in  Virginia.      His   first 
four  children  were   by  her.      After  her  death,    he  married  Anna 
Harris    in    1D16   and   his    last   six   children   were   by  her." 

As   "'  lacksnithin??  •■-as    an   occupation  most   vital   to   the   wellbeina 

0"   a  new  settlement,   Mr.  Dyer  had   a  hand   in  many    of   the   count-  »s 
first   endeavors. 

Union   County  was   frrmed  from   part   of  Henderson    County    in   1Q11 
The  first  court   app   inted  Joseph  Delaney,   Hugh  McElroy     Sbenezer 
Eriggs,    Samuel  G-ivens    and  WILLIAM  DYER   as    trustees    to   3r   hup 
plans    and  specifications   for   the   town. 

"William  Dyer  is  said  to  have  teen  one  of  the  men  who  located 
the  county  seat  of  Morganfield.  Tradition  has  it  that  be  cod 
the   other  commissioners  were  reclining   on    the  bank   ne   r  Morgan 

l?Ji?St    Sli?h,tly   feelin^   the   effects    of   fatigue    and  Jeremiah 
..lddle's    whiskey,    when  Mr.   Dyer    threw  his    cane   uo    the   hill 
where    the   courthouse   no:,  stands,    an  5.  oroclaimed    that    tb^e 
wouli  be    the    county   capitol." 

William's  first  deed   to   land  was    in  Henderson    Count-    in   1*10 

JoI^tI™  aCreS    °f  lani   °"   L°^  ^eek  ?rom  Isaac   Sibl^or 
In   ?81?  Wi^f   P^\f  a  military   survey   to  Peter  Muhlen>u^ 

a?res   in   all!  ^*  ^^   ?Urchases   <*   land,    21 

William  Dyer  had  married    (March  2,    1803,    in    Augusts    ^ountv 

;;;;n;a! Gri?:1  Del1  McKoe>  ««  dau-hter  IA  illliul^^m  ~ 

James  McKee.      ^rom  the  m^ Use  bond  we    learn    th  at  mi  n"m  Cj 

to   cay  $150.00  to  the  State   of   Vir-cH  nia    "?  ore   thL   ^ m  * 
married.      We   also   learn    that  Cr^el  ha      "bother  ' Al^^e? 
Se^ased!    "   "^   **  ^^  ^nd   *ince   her  f  ather^was" 


Family   tradition   says    that   the   Dyers'  first   ion      t»« 
n--r  Natural  Bridge,  Vlrg-„la.     key  werfthrjareTts*o?at 


bom 
hree 
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more   children,    all  born   in  Kentucky,    John,    Betsey,    and  Henderson . 
James  was    just   a  baby  when  his   parents    emigrated    to  Kentucky.      Just 
what  route    the   family   took    as  it   came    into  Kentucky   is   not   known, 
but   it   is    guessed   that   it  came  via   the  Wilderness   Road,    probably 
staying   in  Central  Kentucky   for   a  short    time  before    soing   on    to 
Western  Kentucky.     Many  McKees   were   already   in  Kentucky  by   this 
time    and   apparently   closely  related   to   C-rizel    so    one    of   their 
homes  may  have  been    open    to   the  young   coMole. 

Family   tradition    also   says    that   the   William  Dyers    and  John   Masons 
came    together  by  flatboat   to  Henderson   County.      (Here    a^ain    the 
writer   is    surmizing   that   the   two  couples    sot   together   probably 
in  Fayette   County   as    it   is   known    that    the   John  Masons   were 
married   in  Fayette   County    in   April   of   1802.)      The    two   couples 
Just  mentioned   either  followed   or   cane  with   a  sroup   of  Wilsons 
that  went   to  Henderson   Count,     and    all    settled   within    a  few  miles 
of   each   oth^r   on   Lost  Creek.      Dorcas  Mason    (Mrs.    John  Mason)    was 
a  Wilson    and    sister   of   Alexander,    Elijah,    Thornton,    and    Ambrose 
Wilson.      One    or   two   mar    led    sisters   may    have    been    in    the    same 
party. 

It  was    in    I8OI4.   that   the  Dyers    and  Masons    .arrived    at    the  mouth   of 

LC£-f~  Creek   after   their    trip   down    the    Ohio.      They    pushed    their 
way  up  •  to   the   headwaters    of  Lost  Creek  where    they 

went   ashcre    and   selected  home    sites.      (Within   seven   years  Morgan- 
field  would   be    established   only   a  mile    or   two   away.) 

Accordin-    to   the   census   records    of   1810  for  Henderson  County,    the 
Dyers   ha",    a   household    consisting   of   three   sons    and    one   daughter 
under   ten   years    of    age    and  four   adults    .    .    .    two  males    an  i   two 
females   between    the    a^es    of   23   and  L£.      (Again,    the   writer   is 
making   a   calculated    guess   by    saying   that   she    thinks    the   Alexander 
McKees   were    living   with   them    then.      From   courthouse    records    of 
Union   County  we   know   that  Alexander  McKee   lived    in    the    county. 
Alexander   died   in   I832    ana  his    nephew,    John   Dyer,    was    the    admin- 
istrator  of  his    small   estate.) 

Grade   McKee  Dyer  must  have    died   in    1-310   or   1811.      The   Alexander 
McKees    probably   ran    the   Dyer  housshol  J   for    a  year    or   tivo   for 
William  Dyer   served    in    the  War    of    l8l2    for    a  few  months    and   could 
hardly    lea"e    a   family    of   small   children.      He    served    for   six  months 
as   a  private    in    the    l£th  Regiment   of   the  Kentucky  Militia   under 
Slaughters,    part   of   that   time  he   was  hospitalized    at  Baton   Moure, 
Louisiana.      In    l8l6  William  Dyer  married  Anna  Harris    an"   had   six 
children   by  her,    namely,    Nathan  Harris,    George  W.,    Rebecca,    Mary- 
Ann,    Edwin  Harvey   and   Martha  E..Miss  Harris   was    a   Catholic    and 
raised   her    children    in    that  faith. 

The   Union   County  History   says    that  Mr.    Dyer   was    a  man    of    Lmoulse, 
but   integrity,    as    illustrated   by    the  following   story:      "A  neighbor's 
horse   kept  breaking    Into    the   Dyer  Ms    cornfield.      After   calling    the 
neighbor's    attention   to   the  many   trespasses    of  his   horse,    Mr.    Dyer 
shot   the    offending   animal   and   then   sent    the   price    of   the   horse 
to  the    owner." 


Ik 


•    Si    »  f»   a     tteoHer   children.      Six   elaves    ere  mention-;), 
"r'nJensem,   H-nry,    John,    A„sy,    and  Lucy.      Luc;    was    siv.n 
her  freedom. 
Supposedly,    the  Dye-s  were  buried  on   the   f  ^     hut   the ^stones  «.t 

E£5£   JEW ^^aS^^S^o^uSdlon    that   .Sp 
trf  chil^    that'he  rememberei  his  mother  makxng   eeaten  biscu_ts 

onanll     Dyer  headstone.      In   1966,    Mr.   Waller  Young   owned   that 

",     oroperty.     He    told   this  writer  that  he  had  not   seen   a  stone 
therePinPthe%eventy  years    that  he  had   lived   on    and    owned  that 
land.      He   did  recall   plowing   through   land   where    the    old  Dj,er 
blacksmith   shop  had   once    stood. 

The   ten  children   of  William  Dyer   and  his    two  wives    arc    as   follows 
(the  first  four  were  by  his   first  wife): 

James  Dyer  b.   2-1^-180^  near  Natural  ^rid^e,    Va. 

John  Dyer  b.    1-16-1808  Henderson   County    (now   Union),    Ky. 

Eetsey  Dyer  b.    abt.    1808  Henderson  County   (now  Union),    Ky. 

•"enderson  Dyer     b.      Henderson   County    (now  Union),    Ky. 

Nathan  Harris  Dyer 

Ceor^e  W.   Dyer 

"ebecce   ^jpt 

Mary   Ann   Dyer 

^dwin  Harvey  Dyer 

Martha  3.   Dyer 

(Tho"frh  very  extensive  research  has  teen  done  by  the  writer  of  this 
account  between  19^3  and  1972,  the  ancestry  of  William  Dyer  has  not 
be  ^n  found.   py  elimination  thou-h,  she  thinks  that  he  was  the  son 


of  John  Dyer  born  before  1758,  the  younrrer  of  the  two  orphan  sons 
of  William  and  Margaret  Dyer,  and  the  erandson  of  Ro~er  Dyer,  3r. 
Eoth  V/illiam  and  his  father,  Roger  3r.  were  killed  in  the  1758 
Fort  Sybert  massacre  of  Pendleton  County,  West  Virginia.   (This 
land  was  originally  in  Virginia.)   William  left  two  orphan  sons, 
er  Jr.  ( 175U--13U.3)  and  John  (b.  before  1758)  who  were  raised 
by  their  mother  and  her  second  husband,  John  Craven.   JDA) 

The  descendants  of  William  Dyer  an  1  his  first  wife,  "rizel  KcKee 
Dyer,  will  follow.   The  writer  of  this  has  not  done  research  on 
the  children  of  the  second  wife,  Anna  Harris.   The  Union  County 
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History  of  1886  reives  some  of  the  iescendants  of  both  wives,  but 
there  are  many  mistakes  in  the  account.   The  writer  has  rotten 
her  information  from  direct  descendants  who  have  had  access  to 
family  Bibles  and  cemetery  records. 

The  ancestry  of  Grizel  Dell  NcKee  Dyer  will  be  found  under  Allied 
Families,  pp.  7^. 

From  "Reads  of  Virginia  Families  of  17'%"  there  is  a  John  Dyer 
listed  as  livin'-  in  Rockingham  County  with  a  family  of  four  whites 
This  John  fits  in  every  way  except  proving  that  he  is  the  father 
of  William  Dyer  of  Union  County,  Kentucky. 


d. 


WILLIAM  DYER 

1730  Va. 

(1)  3-2-1803  Aususta  Co.,Va. 

(2)  2-15-1816  Union  Co.,  Ky. 
8-  -1835  Union  Co.,  Ky. 


CHILDREN 
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m.  (1)  GRIZ3L  DSLL  MCKEE 
b.  bef.  1782  prob.  Va. 


d.  abt.  1810  Henderson 
(now  Union)  Co.,  Ky, 


(2)  ANNA  HARRIS 


I.   James  Dyer 

b.  2-lI|.-l80l|.  near  Nat.  Br.  Va. 
m.  9-1^-1825  Union  Co.,  Ky. 
d.  1-23-185U  Union  Co.,  Ky. 

1.  Mary  Elizabeth  Dyer 

2.  John  Mqson  Dyer 

3 .  J  ames  Wil .'.  i; 


~D"yer 


I4..  Alexander  McKee  Dyer 

5.  A  line  da  Dorcas  Dyer 

6.  Attaway  Grace  Dyer 

7.  Thomas  McKee  Dyer 

8.  Catherine  Dyer 

9.  Marshall  Dyer 


m.  Marcella  Mason 

b.    1803 

d.    1370 

m.  John  G.   Finney 
m.  Sophronia  Jane  Pierson 
m.   (1)    Luticia  F.    ^ierson 
(2)   S.    Berry 


m.  Janes  M.   Hedges 
m.  Marsh  Quirey 
(Complete   list   of   descendents    on    oacr:e  -3^  under   J?mes   Dyer) 


John  Dyer 

b.    1-16-1308  Henderson  Co.,   Ky, 

m. 

d.   2-17-1369 

Parmer,    blacksmith,    Tinsmith 

Lived   near   Raleigh,    Union   Co. 

1.   Dorcas    >er 


ra.  Lauren   Talbott  Mason 
b.    2-26-1818  Union   Co., 
d.    12-26-1371   Onion   Co. 

m.  Johnson  Kirk 


d.   Nonnie   Kirk 

l.Orvalett  Hart  . 

°-  OrvoL  bic^  fiHj^  -  ' 
John  Will  Dyer 
b.    1%0 

lt?te  Ren.,   Merchant 
Hotel   Owner,    served   in 
Civil  War 


ro.  foieetf '--     Hart  oo^lc 

W  .  )4  .£    d-enixsn-^&li-b*  ,k    fogy 

m.  Amelia  Brooks 
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a. 
b. 

c . 

d. 
e. 
f . 


Lauren 

Edwin 

Russell 

Bessie 

Charmain 

Gertrude 


3.  James  Harvey  Dyer 

V         1  Ql.  L. 


b. 
d. 


I8I4.6 

aMTom  d  z-6-is?s 
b.    Hampton 

1.    Emily   Dyer 
c  .    Charlie  o>k**^>c)  4  t-H-rt<t9 

d.    Lillian 

1.  James   Byers 

2.  Maxwell  Dyer 

3.  Helen 


I+.    William  Dix 

5.  Lucy 

6.  Robert 

e.  Ida  (never  marrie  i)«/  y-*- 

f .  Attaway  J       ?«<//???- 

g.  Pebecca</.  r-7- n$f 

1.  Frederick  Dyer 

2.  James  Dyer 

3.  Emily  Dyer 
h.  Frederick  W. 

1.  Jimmie  Dyer 

2.  Fred  Dyer,  Jr. 
i .  Lucy 
j .  Charlie  (never  married) 


m. 


m. 
m. 

m. 
m. 
m. 
m. 

m. 
m. 
m. 
mi 

m. 
m. 
m. 
m. 
m. 
m. 


Emiline  Funk 
b.  1850 
d.  1923 

Mary  Dixon 
L.  L.  Eblin 

William  Byers  Winston 
C.  Doetschman 
Victoria  Ooblek 

(1)  L.  E.  Deshon 

(2)  Hoyt  McKeehan 
Maude  Bryant 
Harold  Riedel 
Suzanne  Prandley 


b-rt-iSiB 


U.  Elizabeth  D:/-er 

b.  Mable 
5.  Mason  Dyer 

III.   Elisabeth  (Betsey)  Dyer 

b.  IS08  Henderson  Co. 

m.  9-29-1825  Union  Co.,  Ky. 

d.  i860 

1.    Chittenden   E  iwin 
b.    1828  Union   Co. 
d.    1900   Ball,    La. 

a.    Caroline  Felonie 

1.    Estelle  Hookins 


IV.      Henderson   Dyer 
b.    prob.    1809 
d.    when   young 


Talbott  Berry 
Nicholas    Toy 
Kathryn   Royster 
Betty   Nichols 
3.    0.    Thompson 
Gertrude   Mayes 


1 


TMa 


"fify 


m.   Oliver  Rose 

m.  Dr.     US  *y<*£&ty 
m.   John    Equi 
m.  Maria  Dixon 

m.   Tazewell  Ball 

b.    1800  Va. 

d .  1 82  8  Un  i  on  Co.,  Ky , 
m.  Pauline  Talley 


m.  Edward  Hopkins 
m.  Joseph  D.  Smith 
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V.  Nathan  Karris  Dyer  »-   Marium  C-ri^s 

VI.  George  W.   Dyer  »•   Josephine  Holeman 

VII.  Rebecca  Dyer  /»•    Frederick    iolflln 

VIII.  Mary  Ann  Dyer  *•    Irving  Spaulding 

IX.  Edwin  Harvey   Oyer  m.   America  Bingham 

X.  Martha  E.   Dyer  m. ^ice 


19. 

PROBABLE  Ancestry  of  William  Dyer 

As  stated  earlier,  no  positive  proof  has  been  found  for  the 
ancestors  of  William  Dyer,  but  by  elimination,  the  writer  (JDA) 
feels  strongly  th at  he  was  the  son  of  John  Dyer  (b.  ca.  1756) 
and  the  grandson  of  William  and  Margaret  Dyer,  and  the  great 
grandson  of  Roger  Dyer,  Sr.  and  wife  Hannah.   The  following  out- 
line for  the  Roger  Dyer,  Sr.  family  is  given.   As  you  will  see, 
it  is  complete  except  for  the  John  Dyer  (b.  ca.  1756)  descendants. 
It  is  hoped  that  someone  will  yet  find  the  names  of  this  branch 
of  the  family  and  prove  this  writer's  hunch.  (JDA) 

Mortens  History  of  P'endleton  Co.,  W.  Va.  (formerly  part  of  Augusta 
Co.,  Va.l  gives  an  account  of  the  Dyer  Family.   Early  Augusta 
Pioneers  by  Clark  also  fives  an  account  that  is  not  in  total  agree- 
ment wTTh  Mortens.   Mrs.  John  G.  Little's  DAR  paper  No.  £38825 
gives  additional  information  that  is  also  used  in  this  compilation. 

Roger  Dyer,  Sr.  (R.)  m.  Hannah  Green,  aau.  of 

Richard  Green,  prob . 
Chester  Co.  (Hannah 
Britton  or  Fratton  says 
Early  Augusta  °ioneers) 

b.    Pa.  b.    Pa. 

d.   Killed   by    Ind.    1758  d.    Pendleton    Co.,    W.    Va. 

Ft.    Sybert,    Pendl.    Co.,    W.   Va. 

Will   August a  Co.,   Bk.    2,    p.    3 01 

Bgt.    Land,    Pendl.    Co.    17U7   fr.    Robert 

Green    (Pef.    Aug.   Pioneers) 

!•      William  Dyer   (R. )  m.   Margaret    (Dunkle) 

(?■)    m.   John   Craven 
b. 
d.    Ft.    Sybert  Massacre    1753 

1.    Capt.    Rop-er  Dyer,    Jr.    (R.)     m.    (1)    Margaret  Dinwiddle    (Ref. 

Early  Augusta  Pioneers) 
(2)    Susannah   Blizzard 
b.    6-23-175U  b, 

d.    11-19-18U3   Oak  Flat  d.    1833    (Will. . .Pendl .    Co. 

a.  Marsraret  t^/V*. 
b.    8-12-1777 

b.  Ruth  m.  Roger  Dyer  (son  of  James  Dyer) 
b.  II-II-I778 

d.  1873 

c.  James  m.   Mar-are t  Dyer 
b. 

d.    1-22-1835 

d.  Mary  m.   William  Hubbard 
b.    3-18-1781 

d.    12-16-1852 

e.  Cot   William  m. Harness 

b.    3-16-1783 

d. 
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f.    John   D. 

b.    7-15-1785 

d.    11-23-1852 
p.  Hannah 

b. 

m.   1811 

d. 
h.    Elizabeth 

b.    5-9-1795 

John  Dyer 

b.   bef  .~T758,    orphan 

raised  by  mother   and 

her   second  husband, 

John  Craven 

17814.  Heads  of  Va.  Families 

lists  John  Dyer,  Rockingham 

Co.,   k   whites,  0  Blacks,  1 

dwelling 


m, 


m. 


m, 


Jane  Davis 
John  Davis 

Harry  F.  Temple 


II.  Hannah  Dyer 
b. 
d.  1820 

III.  Hester  Dyer 

b.  1731  or  1739 
d.  1800 

IV.   Sarah  Dyer 


V.   James  Dyer  (E. ) 


(This  is  where  I  think 
William  Dyer  (1730- 
1835)  fits.  JDA) 


m.  Frederick  Xeister 


m.  Matthew  Datton 


m. 


m. 


b.    17101    Pa. 

d.    1807   Pendleton    Co.,    W.   Va. 
Abducted  by   Indians    at  ^t.    Seybert 
Massacre   but   escaped    a'ter  2  years 
Pendleton  History    says   he  had   13 
children    .    .    .    3   or  U.  more   listed 
in   Little   DAR   paper 

1.  Esq.   William  Dyer 
b.    2-20-1768 
m.    1799 
d.    8-20-1-59 

2.  Zebulon 

b.  1-11-1773  or  12-10-1776 
d.  11-18-1853 

a.  Sarah  A.  ^yer       m. 

b.  Rebecca  m. 

c.  Judp-e  John  J.  (Iowa) 
Pendleton  CoUnty  Clerk 


(  1)   Peter  Hawes 

(2)  Maj.   Robert  Davis 

(1)  Phoebe   Ann  Harrison   (I767) 

(2)  Jane  Rolestone    or  P.alson 
(10-l3-17qO) 

(3)  Nancy   Jane  TTall    (1797) 


m, 


m. 


Margaret  Riddle  or  Ruddle 


(1)  Rebecca  Wagoner 

(2)  Naomi  Harrison 


Sen.    I.    3.    Pennybacker 
Pen.    A.   M.   Newman 
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3.   Roger  m.    Ruth  Dyer 

b.    12-28-177U 
m.    lSOlt 
d.   1-15-1861^ 

h,  Hannah  m.    Cornelius   Ruddle    or  Riddle 

5.  Reuben  m.    Elizabeth  Cunningham 
m.    1810 

6.  James   Jr.  m.   Margaret  Dyer    (a  cousin) 
b.   1772 

m.    1797 

d,    ca.    18^0  Webster  Co.,    W.    Va. 

7.  Benjamin  m.    Elinor   °atton    (-idow 
miller 

8.  Phoebe  m.    Philip  Fisher,    Jr. 

9.  Elizabeth  m.    Charles    (?)   Ward 
b.    1805 

d.    1889 

10.  Hester  (Ester)  m.  Abraham  Trumbo 
b.  1791 

m.  1810 
d.  186^ 

11.  Matthew  m.  Rebecca  Lincoln 
1?.  12-6-1786  or  8 

d.  6-23-1353 

12.  Peachy  m.  Amelia  Pendleton 
m.  1818 

13.  Boy 

b.  1807 

ILl.    John  m.   Elizabeth  Harrison 

b.    1770 

15.  Parkham 

16 .  Jane 

17.  Son 

d.   when  k  yrs.    old 
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If  William  Dyer   (1780-1835),    the   progenitor   of  the  Union  County, 
Kontiiriv  Dyers      wa«    a   great   grandson    of   Ro-er  Dyer,    Sr.    of 
P "SKSn^iyT  West" Virginia   (formerly   Augusta  ^ty     Virginia) 
as   thought  by  the  writer,    then  we   can   assume    that  tne   first  Dyers 
of   this   line   probably  came   to  America  through  one   of   the  North- 
eastern   colonies    and   some   descendants    later   settled    in   Pennsylvania 
??o"r  Over     Sr.,   b.    in   Pennsylvania).      If   all   these   assumptions    are 
correct,    then   the  following  paragraph  from /'The  Preliminary  Genealogy 
of   the  Dyar  Family"   might  explain   our  origin. 

The   name    is    an   old   En-lish   one,    formerly   spelled   Dyer,    or  Dyre . 
Tyers   were    settled   in   Gastonbury,    Somersetshire,    cefore    the    Conquest. 
After   th-  defeat   of   the   Saxons    at  Senlac,    near  Hastings,    Siward 
Dyer  and  his    two   sons,    Siward  Beam,    and    •/right,    returned   to 
Gastonbury.      Siward   Dyer  was   Earl    of  Northumbria   about   103o.      Ke 
was    descended   from  Alfred   the   Great,    and    said    to  have   been  first 
"Macbeth."     Sir  James   Dyer,    of  Round  Hill,    Somertshire,   was   Speaker 
of   the  House    of   Commons    and  Chief   Justice    of    the   Court   of   Common 
Pleas   in   the   time   of  Queen  Elizabeth.     He   died   at   Staunton,   Hunter- 
donshire   in   l£8l  without   issue,    the  baronetcy  descending   to   a 
nephew   .    .    .   The   representative    of    the  baronetcy  passed   to  America 
but  has   not  been  claimed. 

Several  Dyers   came   from  England   to  America  in   the   early  days    of 
colonization. 

Thomas   Dyer   of   Shepton  Mallett,    near  Gastonbury,    Somersetshire    came 
to  New  England   about   IS33J   and   settle!   in   Weymouth,    Massachusetts. 

John  H.    Olin's   account   of   the   Dyer  family   in  Rhode  Island   and 
Massachusetts  may   explain   the   origin   of   the  Dyer  family   in   America. 
Excepts   follow: 


"The  ^yer  family  came   to  this  country  fifteen   years 
after   the   landing   of   the  Pilgrims    on  rlymouth  Rock.      The 
first  who  xvere   spoken   of  were  William   and  Mary,    who   were 
cousins,   but  married   soon   after   arriving  in    this   country. 
They   came    in    order    to   enjoy    the  blessings    of   religious 
liberty.      The  Dyers    apparently  were  Quakers   who  were   not 
afraid   to   show  their  colors.      William  and  Mary  Dyer  with 
others   bought    land   in   Rhode   Island,    and    'ten   coats    and 
twenty  hoes'   were   given   to   the   Indians    to  vacate    the    lands 
and   five   fathoms    of    'Wampum1    to   the    local    'sachem.'      Thus 
was   the  first  English   settlement  made   in   Rhode   Island. 
A   civil   compact  was   formed  by    these   noble   men    and   x^omen 
on    the   seventh   day    of  March,    1633    and  was    signed  by    all 
the  faithful,    including  William  and  Mary  Dyer. 

William  Dyer  was    chosen   the   first  clerk   of   the 
colony.      In   16k 0  he  war    elected   secretary.      Soon   after- 
wards he   (accompanied  by  Mary)    and   others  were    sent   to 
England  to  negotiate   with  Kin^-  Charles   II   in  regard   to   the 
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land  titles  in  Narragansett .   After  his  rrrants  of  land 
were  awarded  the  colony,  William  returned  to  Rhode  Island 
leaving  his  wife,  Mary,  behind  him  with  his  relatives. 
During  the  five  years  of  Mary's  sojourn  in  England,  she 
became  a  Friend  and  was  a  minister  of  that  society  to 
the  forbidden  port  of  Boston.   All  Quakers  were  looked 
upon  at  this  time  as  "heretics."   When  she  returned  to 
America  in  1657  she  was  thrown  into  prison.   Her  husband 
obtained  her  release  provided  she  not  speak  to  anyone  on 
her  way.   But  Mary  returne i  to  Massachusetts  to  comfort 
and  c^eer  her  fellow  captives,  but  she  was  again  imprisoned 
and  was  arraineed  before  Governor  Endicott.   He  pronounced 
the  sentence  of  death  upon  her.   When  the  sentence  was 
read,  Mary  replied,  "The  will  of  the  Lord  be  done."   V/hen 
the  Governor  exclaimed,  "Take  her  away,"  she  added,  "Yes, 
Joyfully  I  go."   Her  untimely  end  came  on  the  first  of 
June,  1660. 

The  children  of  William  and  Mary  Dyer  settled  in  Massachusetts 
and  Rhode  Island  and  their  descendants  were  quite  numerous." 

An  English  writer  has  s^.id:   "The  most  important  fact 

concerning  Mary  Dyer  is  that  of  her  murder  having  been 

the  motive  of  the  wonderfully  liberal  charter  granted 

by  Charles  II  to  the  province  of  Rhode  Island,  making 

it  the  first  spot  of  earth  on  the  globe  wherever  religious 

toleration  and  absolute  freedom  of  worship  were  established 

by   law." 

"It   is   possible    to   account   for   the    interest   taken   in  Mary 
Dyer's    fate   by   Charles    II    from   the    fact   that  Mary  had 
probably  descended  from  Sir   Ludvick  Dyer,    Baronet,    of 
Stoushton,    Hamoshire   County,    whose   patent  bears    the   date 
of   8th   of   June,    162 7." 


2k. 


MARRIAGE  E 


CLERK'S  0T 


AUGUSTA  COUNTY",  VIRGINIA 


Know  all  men  by  these  presents  that  we  William  Dyer  and 
Alexander  McKee  are  held  and  firmly  bound  unto  his  excellency 
John  Pag  esquire  Governor  of  Virginia  and  his  successors  for  the 
use  of  the  Commonwealth,  in  the  just  and  full  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars  to  which  payment  well  and  truly  to  be  made,  we 
hind  ourselves  our  heirs  executors  and  administrators  jointly  and 


srally  by  these  present?.   Sealed  wit; 
this  2nd  day  of  March  in  the  year  of  o 
hundred  and  three. 


our  seals  and  dated 
jord,  one  thousand  eipht 


The  condition  of  the  above  obligation  is  such  that 
whereas  there  is  a  marriage  shortly  intended  to  he  solemnized 
between  the  above  William  Dyer  bachelor  and  Grlzel  Dell  McKee 
spinster  daughter  of  James  McKee  deceased  late  of  Augusta  Count-"1, 
If  therefore  there  shall  he  no  lawful  cause  to  obstruct  the  said 
marriage  then  the  above  obligation  to  he  void  otherwise  to 
remain  in  full  force. 

William  Dyer 
Alexander  McKee 


This    day   Alexander  McKee   personally    aooeared   before  me 
-   e    of   the    Commonwealth's    justices    of   the    Peace' for   the   county" 
aforesaid   and   made   oath   that  my   sister  C-rizel  McKee    :"au~hter    of 
3s  McKee   deceased  who   is    about   to   intermarry  with  William 

irs    and    that    she    usual  lv 


Dyer   is    past   the    age    of   twenty   one  year 
resides    in    the   said   County    of  Augusta. 


John  V/ayt 
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EXCERPTS   FROM  WILLIAM    DYER  WILL 


I     William  Dyer   of  Union   County   and   state    of  Kentucky, 
beinP-   in  bad  health,   but   in   perfect   senses,   have   concluded   to 
make^and  publish  my  last  will    and   testament    in    the  manner   and 
for   that  I  have   considered   just   in    itself,    and   best   calculated 
to  promote    the   interest    of  my  wife    and   children. 

I  will  to  my  son,  James,  my  boy,  Ben 

I  will  to  my  son,  John,  my  boy,  Ransom 

I  will  to  my  daughter,  Rebecca,  my  boy,  Henry 

I  will  to  my  daughter,  Mary  Ann,  my  boy,  John 

To  my  son,  John,  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  my  daughter, 
Petsev  Pall,  during  her  natural  life,  I  will  my  Negro  girl,  Awzy, 
with  the  direction" and  injunction  for  the  said  Awzy  and  hev   increase, 
to  be  applied  to  the  use  an i   comfort  of  my  said  daughter,  Betsey  .  . 
I  will  to  my  old  Negro  woman,  Lucy,  her  freedom  with  the  protection 
of  my  sons/ James  and  John  Dyer,  with  the  direction  to  do  what's 
necessary  to  secure  and  protect  and  secure  her  in  her  freedom  by 
giving  bond,  etc. 

To  my  wife,  Anna  Dyer  and  my  six  children  to  wit:   Nathan 
A.  Dyer,  Georpe  W.  Dyer,  Rebecca  Dyer,  Mary  Ann  Dyer,  Edwin  H.  Dyer 
and  Martha  E.  Dyer,  I  will  my  land  and  farm  upon  which  I  now  live, 
together  with  my  wagon,  my  mare  called  Fanny,  one  called  Sady,  one 
called  Nervy,  all  the  farming  utensils,  four  cows  and  calves, 
twelve  head  of  sheep,  half  the  ho?s,  one  yoke  oxen,  all  the  house- 
hold and  kitchen  furniture  except  one  bei  and  furniture  which  I 
will  to  my  son,  John  Dyer,  the  blacksmith's  tools  and  as  much 
of  the  present  crop  as  my  said  wife  shall  think  necessary  for 
support.  .  .   To  my  son  Nathan  A.  Dyer,  I  will  my  four  year  old 
mare.   To  my  son,  George  W.  Dyer,  my  Softy  colt.   All  the  interest 
I  have  in  the  estate  of  my  deceased  son,  Henderson,  I  will  to  my 
sons  James  and  John  Dyer. 

I  appoint  my  son,  John  Dyer,  guardian  of  my  infant 
children  during  their  minority,  and  I  appoint  him  executor  of 
this  my  last  will  and  testament,  without  giving  security. 

In  testimony  whereof  I  have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and 
seal  this  9th  day  of  July,  1835 


Signed  .  .  .  William  Dyer 


Witnesses: 

Joseph  M.  Cromwell 
George  Parker 

Will  was  probated  August  17,  1835 
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JAMES  DYFR 


m. 


MARC ELLA  MASON 


b.  2-lU-lBOIj.  near  Natural  Er.,  Va. 
m.  9-15-1825  Union  Co.,  Ky. 
d.  1-23-13^  Union  Co.,  Ky. 
bur.  Dyer  Farm  Cemetery 

6  miles  from  Caseyville 


b.    9-23-1*303 

d.    10-31-1870  Union   Co.,    Ky. 
bur.    Dy^r  Farm  Cemetery 


James,    the   first   son    of  William   and  Oracle  McKee  Dyer,    was    said 
to  be   torn   near  Natural  Bridge,    Virginia  (family   tradition)    and 
to  have   come   to  Kentucky   as    a  baby  with  his    parents.      The   date 
of  his   birth    is    Questionable.      A  daughter,    Att,    said   it  was    Jan. 
11;    the   family  Bible  has   his   birth   date    as   Feb.    11+,    I8OI4.. 


Family    tradition    also   says    that    the  W 

floated  down   the   Ohio  to   the  mouth   of 

Several  miles   up 

and  finally   settled   on    land 

County   (now  Hnion   County). 


Hi  am  Dyers    an 
Lost  Creek 

t  Creek 
on  Lost  Creek  that  was  in  Henderson 
The    location    of    the   two   families 


John  Masons 
by  flatboat. 

Lor 


between   I8OI4.   and   1810   is   not   exactly   known    as    the   first   account 
of   land  being  bought  by   them  was    in   l8l0  when  William  Dyer   bou-ht 
200   acres    on   Lost  Creek. 


On   September   15,    1825,    James  married  Marcella  Mason,    the   eldest 
daughter   of   the  John  Masons.      The  records    of  Dorcas  Mason's   consent 
for  her   daughter's  mar^ia-e,    and   the    oayment    of  fifty   pounds    to   the 
Commonwealth   of  Kentucky  by   James    are   given   on   another   pa^e. 

The   James   Dyers,    like    their   parents,    bought    land    on    Lost   Creek,    but 
after   a  few  years,    sold   out   and   bought    in   the   southwest   part   of    the 
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county      six  miles   from   the   Ohio   at  Casey's   Landing  where   the   town 
of  cSewille  would  develop.      The  wilderness  had  hardly  been  broken 
in   th4    area  bv   the   time    the   Dyers  moved   there.      Nicholas    Casey 
had   a  woSyard     boat   store    and   ferry  by   132?    on    the   Ohio   near  where 
Tradewater  River  emptied   into  it  and  the   little   settlement  was 
called  Casey's   Landing.      Soon  Mr.    Casey  dug   tne  first   icehouse 
between   Louisville   and  New  Orleans    so   that  he    could   provide    ice 
for  his   river  boat  trade.      Mr.   Casey  soon   got  himself   elected   to 
the    state   legislature    and   saw  to   it    that    the   state    incorporate 
Caseyville.      The    steamboat    landing   grew   into   a   little    town    and 
by   1Q39   became    one    of   the   voting  precincts   with   as  many    as   208 
votes.      Eetween   1839   and   I88I4.  Caseyville   was    a  booming  rivertown 
with  much  business   and  all   kinds    of   social   activities.      It  was   in 
February   of   I88I4.   that  Caseyville  had   its    "Calamity  Week      as    it 
endured   the  worst  flood   of   its  history.      At    tne   peak   of   the  flood 
when   a  few  brave   souls   still  were   living   in   the  upper   stories    of 
the  hirhest  buildings,    a  severe  wind  developed.     Weakened  walls 
collapsed  under   the   pressure    of   waves    and  many   lives   were    lost 
besides  most   of   the  business   district.      Caseyville   never   recovered 
the   losses    of    that  week.      The  rise    and   fall    of   Caseyville   played 
a  very   important   influence   on   the  Dyer   and  Pierson  families. 
Nicholas   Casey   who  founded  Caseyville  was   a  son    of  Peter  Casey 
who  had  played    an    important   part    in    the   survey   of   the    lands    in 
Union   County.      In   1785  Peter  Casey  had  been  made   superintendent 
of   the   surveying   as    a  errant   allowed  him  for  his    service    in    the 
Revolution.      He^~had   located   lands    at    the  mouth   of  Highland   Creek, 
lands    on   Casey  Creek  (and  frave   it   its   name),    and   at   the  mouth   of 
Tradewater.      It  was  he  who   first  believed   that   there  was   coal 
in   that  vicinity.     His   survey   embraced   15,000   acres. 


The   James  Dyers  bought   additional   land  until   they    owned   several 
hundred    acres    of   farm   land    and    an   interest   in  many   acres    of   coal 
land.      "Dyers  Mine"   must  have   been    a  very   good    one   providing   fuel 
for  homes   far   and  wile.     Four  horse   teams   were   needed   to  pull 
-ons    of   coal   over    the   roads    of   that   day. 

The   Dy^r  home   was    a  larfre    two    story  white    clapboard  ho;se   built 
on   a  hill   overlooking  their   farm.      It  had   a  larp-e   flower   warden 
to   one    side   while    the   slave   ouarters   were    at   the    rear.      Marcella's 
loom  house   was    adjacent   to   the    slave    quarters.      There    she    spent 
many  hours   weaving  material   for   garments    for  both  her  family   and 
the   slaves.      A   rlimpse    of   life    at   the   Dyer  home    is    given    in    a 
paper  written   by  Attie  Dyer  Wharton:      "The  Dyers  hired   rovernesses 
to   teach   their  youne  children.      When   the   girls   were    old   enou-h   they 
w°re    sent   to   St.    Vincent   Academy,    a  Catholic  mission    that   had   been' 
built   in    the   northern   part   of  Union   County.      There    the   girls    got 
excellent    academic    training  with  the    added    advantages    of    art   and 
music   appreciation.      The  Dyer  girls   became   excellent   seamstresses 
and  Att   learned   to   play   the  melodeon    .    .    ." 

J-mes  died  in  1851;  making  his  will  only  three  days  before.  A 
copy  of  the  will  is  on  another  page.  In  it  one  learns  of  his 
love  for  his  family  and  his  concern  for  the  well  being;  of  his 
fourteen   slaves. 
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Marcella  lived   sixteen   years    after  her  husband's   death   and  was 
buried  beside  him  in   the  family   cemetery   on    their   place.      A 
stone  wall  was   built   around   the   cemetery    to   protect   it.      (Fy 
1965   the  wall  had  been   dismantled   and  used  for   other   purposes 
by   those   now   owning  the   farm   and   all    the   headstones    are   fallen 
over   and   trampled  by    the   livestock.      The   names   and   dates    are 
still   legible.      Prom   the  headstone   of  James  Dyer  we   learn    that 
he  belonged   to   the  Masonic  Lodp-e.) 

The   Dyers   were    the   parents    of   nine   children: 

I.  Mary  Elizabeth  b.  1826 

II.  John  Mason  b.  I+-16-1S29 

III.  James   William  b7~5^1-TH31 

IV.  Alexander  McKee  b.  9-10-1333 

V.  Almeda  Dorcas    (Sis)  b.  1835 

VI.  Attaway  Grace    (Att)  b.  11-20-lSliO 

VII.  Thomas  McKee  b.  1%0-1 

VIII.  Catherine    (Kate)  b.  l8[L2 

IX.  Marshall  Dyer  b.  I8L1.6 

The    ancestry    of  Marcella  Mason   will   be   found  under  Allied   families 
She  was   the   daughter   of   John   and  Dorcas    (Wilson)  Mason. 
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Children  of  James  Dyer  ( I8OI4.-5I4-) 

and 
Marcella  (Mason)  Dyer  (1803-70) 

I.  Mary  Elizabeth  Dyer  m.  John  Gordon  Finney 

b.  1826  *.  1823 

d.  1852  d.  1855 

II.  John  Mason  Dyer  m.  Sophronia  Jane  Piers  on 

b.     U-16-1829  Union  Co.  b.      7-15-1830  Union   Go. 

m.    11-27-1851  Union  Co. 

d.      8-13-1887  Union   Co.  d.    10-   7-1872  Union   Go. 

1.  Mary  Isabella  Dyer  m.   Rives   Casey 
b.    1353 

2.  Willie   Piers  on  Dyer  m.    Eleanor  Long 
b.    1855 

3.  James  Mason  Dyer  m.    Julia   Scott 
b.    1857 

I4..    Sarah  In  tier  a  Dyer  m.    Charles   I-I.    Lemon 

b.   1859 

5.  Dariu"  Dv^r  m.    Bettie   Parbee 
b.    1861 

6.  John   Thomas  Dyer  m.    Willis   Wrisht  Hushes 
b.    1863 

7.  Benjamin  Wright  Dyer  m.   Martha  Williams 
b.    1365 

8.  Orval    Pool  Dyer  m.    Willis    Pernecie   Blue 
b.    1367 

9.  Marshall  Thompson   Dyer  m.    (1)    Clara  Coleman 
h.    1869  (2)   Beatrice  Hobbs 

10.  Attaway  Marcella  Dyer  m.    (1)    Chas.    N.    Wharton 
b.   I87O  (2)    3.    ?.   Wharton 

11.  Calvert  Welch  Dyer    (bachelor) 
b.    1877 

12.  Wallace   Curtis   Dyer  m.    Eva  Knaop 
b.    1880 

13.  Bryan   Carroll  Dyer  m.    Effie  Montgomery 
b.   1882  J 

(More   about  each   of   the    above   in  following  pas;es   under  John  M.   Dyer) 
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III.  James  William  Dyer 

b.  6-1-1831 
d.     I876 

1.  Sally  Dyer 

2.  Harry  Dyer 
IV.  Alexander  McKee  Dyer 

b.  9-10-1833 
d.      I836 

V.  Almeda  Dorcas  (Sis)  Dyer 

b.  1835 

d.  1888  Union  Co. 

1.  Laura 

2 .  Almeda 
b.  I87O 

3.  John  Hedges 


m, 


(1)  Luticia  Frances  Pierson 

(2)  Sophronia  Berry 


m, 


Jsmes  M.  Hedges 


m.  Charlton  Thompson 
m, 


m, 


Camille  Elue 
Jack   Carvill 


Ll.   William  Hedges 
b.    I86I4. 
d.    Oct.    1926 

a.  Camille  Elue  Hedges 
b.    Aug.    1916 

a.  Barbara  Ann 

6-U-19L5 

b.  Robert  Alan 
11-17-191+6 

b.  James   William  Hedges     m.   Gloria  Henderson 
b.    6-8-1920  M 'field 

a.  Vireinia 

b.    7-18-191J.9 
M 'field 

b.  Thomas  Martin 
b.   14.-27-1952 

M'field 

c.  David  Henderson 

b.  12-20-1953 
M'field 

VI.  Attaway  Grace  (Att)  Dyer  "-'''-' 


m  Tames  \\m>\\*\  Cta  Tr 


b.    1921;  Dallas,    Ga. 
T»xne  lb,  W2> 


b.  II-2O-I8I4.O  Union  Co. 
d.       1888 

VII.  Thomas  McKee  Dyer 

b.    1%0 
d.    1931 


never  married  but  helped 
raise   John  M.    Dyer's 
children . 


bachelor,    sheriff,    riverboat 
can  tain,    ownei   first   car   in 
Union   Co.    (1902) 
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VIII.   Catherine  (Kate)  Dyer 

b.  8-27-181^2  Union  Co. 
d.      1891*. 

1.  H albert  Quirey 

IX.  Marshall  Dyer 

b.  1-7-1814.6 

d.     1880  (drowned) 


m.  Marsh  Quirey 
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Union    Co.    Court  Records 
of 

James   Dyer 
and 

Marcella  Mason's 
Marriage 

Know   all  men   by    this    presents    that   we    James   Dyer    and 
Ip-natius    .     .    .    are   held    and   firmly  bound    'into    the   Com  '.onwealth 
of  Kentucky    in   the  final   sum   of  fifty   pounds   current  money   to 
the   oayment   of  which   will   and    truly   to   be  made    to   the   said 
commonwealth   we   bind    ourselves    our    .     ,     .    execution    and    adminis- 
trators   jointly    and    severally   firmly  by   these   present   se~jls   with 
our   seals    and    d^ted   this    lf?th   day    of   September,    1625. 

The    condition    of    the    above    obligation    is    such   that    where- 
as   there    is    a  marria-re    shortly    i::tendel   between    the    above   bound 
James    tyer    and  Miss   Marcella  Mason   daughter   of   Dorcas   Mason   widow 
of   John  Mason   deceased.      Now  if   there   be   no    lawful   cause    to   proceed 
said  marriage    then    this    obligation    to  be   void    ...    to  remain   in 
full   force    and   value    in    law. 

Signed    .    .    . 

James  Dyer 
(Some  wor  is  could  not  be  read.  JDA ) 


The  Comr.onwealth  of  Kentucky 
Union  County 

These  are  to  permit  and  authorise  the  clerk  or    the  "Tnion 
County  Court  to  issue  a  license  for  a  mar^ia-e  shortly  intended  to 
be  solemnized  between  Janes  Dyer  an"  my  daughter  M?.rcella  Mason,  as 
I  do  by  these  presents  give  my  consent  to  the  same  -"iven  from  under 
my  hand  this  lkth  day  of  Seotember,  1325. 

Sirned  .  .  . 

Dorcas  Mason 

Witnesses : 
Thornton  Wilson 
Alexander  Wilson 
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JAMES  DYER  (I8OI4.-I85I4.)  WILL 
Union  County 
Will  Bk.  C. 
Paste  217 

I   James  Dyer,  of  Union  County  an i  State  of  Kentucky  do 
make  and  declare  this  my  last  will  and  testament  in  manner  following: 

First,  I  ftive  my  soul  to  God  and  my  body  to  return  to 
dust.   I  appoint  my  dear  wife  Marcella  Dyer,  my  son  John  Dyer,  and 
my  brother' John  Dyer,  also  my  son  James  W.  Dyer  should  the  latter 
return  from  California  as  my  Executors  without  security.   It  is  my 
will  that  they  pay  all  my  just  debts,  hire  out  all  my  slaves  that 
they  can  best"^  spare  or  as  many  as  oossible,  though  not  to  be  hired 
at  the  mines  under  any  circumstances — to  sell  as  much  of  my  stock 
farming  utensils  and  all  as  they  think  best  retaining  the  best 


or 
f  arms 
>od 
iate 

amongst  all  my  children. 


rarmins;  utensixs  anu  an  as  wicj  um.n«.  woo  k  ±  ^  uo.j.wj.ij&  ^n^  ^ou  -^ 
the  support  of  the  family,  together  with  the  house  and  both  farms 
for  the* support  of  the  family  during  the  natural  life  or  widowhoc 
of  my  dear"  wife  —  then  a  general  an^  equal  division  of  all  my  est? 


It  is  also  my  will  that  my  dear  children  Almedia  D.  Dyer, 
Ataway  C-.  Dyer,  Thomas  McKee  Dyer,  Catharine  Dyer,  and  Marshal  Dyer 
shall" each  have  a  horse  saddle  and  bridle  to  the  value  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  five  dollars  in  as  much  as  all  my  other  children 
have  had  the  same,  to  be  given  at  any  time  when  my  dear  wife  thinks 
it  best  for  them  to  have  the  same.   It  is  my  will  that  my  landed 
estate  shall  not  be  sold  until  my  youngest  child  arrives  at  the  a-^e 
of  twenty  one  years  .  .  .  and  I  hereby  invest  my  Executors  with  full 
cower  to  sell  and  convey  the  same. 

It  is  my  will  that  the  note  and  account  I  now  hold  against 
my  son  John  should  be  taken  from  the  amonnt  due  him  when  a  n-eneral 
division  of  my  property  takes  place. 

I  hereby  authorise  and  invest  my  Executors  with  full  power 
to  convey  to  James  H.  Rudy  the  land  on  the  Ohio  river  according  to 
my  bond.   In  testimony  I  have  here  unto  set  my  hand  and  seal  this 
20th  lay  of  January,  18^. 

Signed  .  .  . 


Attest:  ^P-^mMA.    pH 

Willia-r.  Out  tern 
James  Tri^-s 
Jon.  C.  Taylor 
5,  V.  Winston 


f^ 


(This  will  was  made  only  three  days  before   James  Dyer  died.   His 
signature  shows  he  was  a  very  sick  man.   JDA) 
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"LOCUST  HILL" 

Home   of   the   John  M.   Dyer  family,    in   Union   County,    Ky.f    eight 
miles   from    M'field,      taken   about   i860. 

The   photor-raoher  snapped   these    animals    in    their  natural  habitat, 
then   Dlaced   them   in  front   lawn.      This   feat  in   photoTmhv    is   called 
nage."  '      "    *    " 

1.  John  Dyer  on   Old  Brag?,    directing   the  first  riding  plows    in  Union 
Co. 

2.  Riding  plows    in   field   of  corn    .    .    .    Darius    and  Tom  driving. 

3.  Father's  horse   and  buggy  hitched    .    .    .    ready   to  eo. 

h.  Three  horses  hitched   to  posts    .    .    .    claimed  by    Darius,    Tom   and  Ben. 

5.  Mary  Dyer,    oldest   of  John  M.    Dyer  family,    riding   "Nora." 

6.  Sallie   Dy«r,    riding  "Nell." 

7.  The   rrroup   of   finely  bred  hoss;    also   group   of   sheep 
3.  Three  milk  cows   named   "Spot,"    "Mealy,"    and   "Whity." 


39. 


John  Mason  Dyer 


Sophronia  Jane  (Piers on)  Dyer 


Uo. 


Dyer  Monument,  Sturgis,  Ky. 


John   M.    Dyer  First  Home 


"Locust  Hill"   Permanent  H 


ome 


JOHN  MASON   DYER 

b.   U-16-1829  Union   Co.,   Ky. 
m.    (1)    11-27-1851  Union   Co.,    Ky 
(2)    2-17-1875  Union   Co.,   Ky. 
d.    8-13-1887  Union   Co.,   Ky. 
bur.   Pythian  Cemetery 


m.    (1)    SOPHRONIA  JANE  PIERSON 

b.    7-15-1830  Union   Co.,   Ky. 


d.  10-7-1872  Union  Co.,  Ky. 
bur.  Pythian  Cemetery 
(2)  MARY  ELIZA  WELCH 

b.  3-I7-I8I4.-  Jefferson  Co.,  Ky, 
d.  9-  -1932  Decatur,  111. 
bur.  )ecatur,  111. 


John  Mason  was  the  first  son  of  James  and  Marcella  Dyer.   Ke  was 
born  on  the  family  farm,  six  miles  east  of  Caseyville,  Union  Co., 
Ky.   John,  his  four  brothers  and  four  sisters,  grew  up  in  comfortable 
circumstances  as  their  parents  owned  two  larc-e  farms  with  as  many 
as  fifteen  slave?  to  help  with  the  work.   In  I8I4.7  the  Anvil  Rock 
coal  field  was  discovered  in  that  area.   (This  was  the  same  year 
that  gold  was  discovered  in  California.)   A  prosperous  m;.ne  was 
opened  on  the  Dyer  property.   Governesses  were  employed  to  teach 
the  children.   The  girls  in  the  family  finished  oheir  education  at 
St.  Vincent  Academy. 


live  1  in  the 
on  adjoining 


The  Pierson  family  was  another  pioneer  family  that 
neighborhood.   The  William  Scarlett  Piersons  lived 
land  to  the  Dyers,   It  is  not  surprising  that  John  Mason  Dyer  found 
one  of  the  Pierson  girls  to  Tre  most  attractive.   He  and  Sophronia 
Jane  (called  either  Pronie  or  Dutch)  were  married  on  November  27, 
1851  at  the  old  Nazareth  Cumberland  Presbyterian  Church.   As  a 
wedding  s-ift,  the  bride's  parents  gave  them  two  young  slaves,  Ellen 
and  Caroline,  ap-e  ei^ht  and  ten. 

The  young  couple  set  up  housekeeping  in  a  small  brick  house  that 
was  located  between  the  homes  of  their  parents.   It  was  here  that 
their  first  four  children  w°re  born:   Mary  Isabelle,  William 
Pierson,  James  Mason,  and  Sal  lie  Intricia.   Before  )arius  was  born 
in  1861,  the  Dyers  had  moved  to  their  new  farm  ten  miles  away  in 
the  eastern  part  of  the  county.   The  new  place  was  called  "Locust 
Hill."   Through  the  next  few  years  additional  land  was  bought 
until  the  Oyers  owned  800  acres  of  excellent  farm  land.   The  home 
was  a  big  two  storied  clapboarl  over  Ion-  structure.   Center  halls, 
upstairs  and  down,  p;ave  access  to  the  rooms  on  either  side.   A 
long  ell  provided  a  big  dining  room,  kitchen,  pantry  ^nd  servant 
quarters,  with  bedrooms  above.   Front  and  back  stairways  m^de  it 
easy  to  ret  to  the  rooms  upstairs.   Lonp  porches  extended  down 
each  side  of  the  ell.   The  cellar  was  reached  through  a  do^r  on 
the  side  porch.   The  icehouse  was  unde^  a  l^r^e  sycamore  tree  in 
the  side  yard.   The  slave  quarters  and  tenant  houses  were  to  the 
rear.   Still  farther  back  were  tho  tobacco  barns  and  other  farm 
buildings.   Two  larre  ponds  were  off  to  the  right  of  the  house 
and  down  to  the  left  of  the  house  was  a  larpe  sprine;  that  had  a 
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Attaway  Marcella.   This  made  ten  in  all. 

John  M,  Dyer  was  a  stocky,  jolly  man  who  was  well  thought  of  in 
his  community.  He  was  a  progressive  farmer  owning  the  first  s tump 
d^-er  and  riding  plow  in  the  county.  He  insisted  that  all  his 
fence  rows  be  kept  neat  and  clean  at  all  times.  He  and  his  wife 
were  the  first  in  the  county  to  screen  their  hone.   He  was  a 
staunch  Presbyterian  and  was  largely  responsible  for  building  the 
new  Nazareth  Church.   He  never  drank  nor  permitted  even  hard  cider 
on  the  place  as  it  might  tempt  his  young  sons. 

"Pa  "  as  the  children  called  their  father,  loved  to  sit  on  the 
porch  at  ni^ht  with  all  the  children  around  him.   F-fore  bedtime 
he  would  have  all  the  family  rather  round  his  chair  while  he 
read  to  them  from  the  Bible.   All  would  kneel  as  he  had  prayer. 
This  custom  must  have  left  an  impression  on  the  children  as  all 
ten  sons  later  were  office-s  in  their  own  churches  and  the  girls 
grew  up  to  be  staunch  church  workers,  too. 

Each  child  had  his  or  her  own  ridinr  horse  for  pleasure  and  for 
ne°dei  transportation. 

Ellen  and  Caroline,  the  slaves  who  had  been  a  wedding  present, 
crew  up  to  be  excellent  help.   There  were  now  other  slaves  on  the 
olace  as  John's  mother,  Marcella,  had  let  some  of  her  slaves  come 
to  the  assistance  of  her  son.   Jim,  Berry,  Land,  G-eorj?e  and  31i 
with  their  father,  Uncle  Theodore,  were  the  new  slaves.   Uncle 
Theodore  had  very  white  hair  and  always  wore  a  frock  tailed  coat. 
He  spent  most  of  his  time  peddling  chickens,  eggs  and  other  produce 
through  the  neighborhood.   Ellen  and  Caroline  lived  with  the  )yers 
until  after  the  Civil  War  when  the  r.~  parents  ca~r;e  for  them.   Ellen 
was  unhappy  with  her  own  home  so  she  returned  on  her  own  to  live 
with  the  Dyers.   She  ruled  over  the  kitchen  with  all  its  shiny 
pots  and  pans  as  she  took  great  pride  in  her  work. 

Two  white  tenant  families  lived  on  the  olace,  too.   One  of  them, 
the  Cross  family,  was  not  well  thought  of  as  the  members  were  not 
trustworthy . 

Hor>-  killing  time  on  the  Dyer  farm  was.  quite  a  sight.   As  many  as 
forty  hocrs  were  killed  each  year  just  for  the  family's  use.   Attie 
remembered  p-reat  fires  under  iron  kettles  where  the  hogs  were 
scalded  before  scraping  the  hai-  from  the  hides  and  where  the  lard 
was  rendered  and  the  chittlinrs  cooked.   The  hogs  were  shot  and 
drafted  to  the  work  a~ea.   3ach  of  the  boys  as  well  as  the  slaves 
was  needed  to  get  all  the  work  done. 

The  Civil  War  lasted  from  l86l  to  1°65  and  had  its  effect  on  the 
Dyer  family,  too,  even  though  none  were  actual  soldiers.   John 
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Mason  was  a  southern  sympathizer.  His  daughter,  Sallie,  told  of 
some  of  those  troublesome  times.   "Our  mother,  Sophronia,  was  sick 
and  Father  went  to  town  for  medicine  for  her.  He  was  seized  as  he 
crossed  the  picket  line  and  was  imprisoned  at  Paducah  for  several 
weeKs.   We  children  ran  to  meet  him  when  he  returned  home,  but  he 
would  not  let  us  touch  him  until  he  had  bathed  and  burned  his 
clothes  as  he  was  covered  with  vermin.   While  he  had  been  away, 
faithful  slaves  tended  the  stock  and  kept  the  fires  suoplied  with 
logs." 

Sallie  also  told  of  other  war  experiences.   "One  harvest  time  while 
the  men  were  busy  putting  away  the  hay,  the  horses  and  mules  were 
left  in  the  meadow.   The  Union  soldiers  came  and  there  were  so  many 
of  them  that  they  filled  the  front  avenue.   Their  captain  waited 
by  the  big  gate  as  he  had  his  men  drive  up  our  mules  and  horses 
for  inspection.   The  children  were  watching  from  a  distance  but 
didn't  cry  out  unt; 1  their  ponies  and  gentle  riding  horse,  Nell, 
were  brought  up  for  inspection.   It  was  then  that  Father  came. 
He  recognized  the  captain  and  offered  him  his  fine  stallion  that 
was  hidden  on  the  back  of  the  farm  in  exchange  for  the  work  animals 
and  children's  pets.   The  captain  agreed. 

Another  time  a  Union  army  captain  came  and  demanded  a  meal  for 
himself  and  his  officers.   The  rest  of  the  soldiers  went  to  the 
orchard  and  stripped  the  trees.   They  then  went  to  the  milk  house 
and  after  drinking  their  fill,  emptied  what  was  left  in  the  stream 
running  through  the  milk  house. 

Still  another  time  the  Union  soldiers  came  and  demanded  firearms. 
Mother  told  them  there  were  none,  but  the  men  ransacked  the  house 
anyway,  but  none  were  found.   Ellen  thoughtfully  had  buried  the 
silver  tableware  in  the  cellar. 

One  night  rebel  soldiers  encamped  on  the  hill  in  front  of  our  house. 
Father  had  hucre  pans  of  hot  biscuits  cooked  to  take  to  them." 

The  Dyers  wanted  their  children  to  be  well  educated.   They  sub- 
sidized the  salaries  of  the  teachers  at  the  one-room  public  school, 
Independence.   Later  they  employed  private  teachers  .  .  .  even 
furnishing  a  house  on  the  farm  to  be  used  for  a  school  where  their 
children  and  any  neighborhood  children  who  cared  to  could  attend. 

When  Attie,  the  younrrest,  was  e'^hteen  months  old,  Sophronia  died. 
Her  dying  request  of  her  husband  was,  "Educate  the  children."   D"ohn 
carried  out  her  wishes  giving  the  children  as  much  education  as 
they  would  accept.  Mary  and  Sallie  attended  the  Female  Seminary 
at  Greenville,  Ky.   Several  of  the  chi  .dren  attended  Cumberland 
University  at  Lebanon,  Tenn.   Tom  and  Attie  graduated  there. 
Orville  and  Marsh  each  had  one  year  there. 

John  M.  's  maiden  sifter,  Attaway  Grace,  called  Aunt  Att  by  the 
children,  came  to  live  and  help  raise  the  seven  husky,  good- 
looking  boys  and  their  two  older  and  one  younger  sisters.   Without 
speaking  a  harsh  word,  but  with  authority  and  a  firm,  but  yet  loving 


liU. 


way,    she  gained   their  cooperation    and   admiration.      AIL  was    going 
well   for  ^our  years,    but  by   then,    John   had  had   enough   of   widow-      ^ 
hood.     He  became   nervous    and   aggressive    and   soon   went     a  courtin. 
He   chose    the   comliest   of   the   three  Welch  sisters,    Mollie,    -or  his 
b-ide.      Rebellion    took  place.      The   older   girls    rose   up   in    defiance 

one   of    the  boys   left  home   and   the   others    openly   showed   they 
fplt'as   resentful.      Aunt  Att  felt   she  must   leave   but    the    children 
orotested.      She   did   what   she   could    to   explain    and   pacify    the 
children.      Even    after   she    left   she   continued    to  help    in    every   way 
she   could.      She   arranged  for   the   college   education   for   the    older 
girls   and  for   a  musical   education  for  At tie.      No  wonder   she   was 
loved   and    admired  by   all    the   children.      She    also  helped    other 
nieces    .    .    .    even  building   a  home   for   two   of    them.      Sne   must  have 
been   an   excellent  manager,    for   at  her   death   she    left    an   estate 
worth  .515,000.00. 

John  M.  and  his  second  wife,  Mary  Elizabeth  Welch  (Mollie)  had 
three  sons:  Calvert  Welch,  Wallace  Curtis,  and  Carroll  Bryan. 
Now   th°re   were    thirteen    children    in    the   family. 

Attie   described  mealtime    on    the   fsrm  as    she   remembered    it.      "The 
dinin<r  table   was    a   lar^e    oak   extension    table,    always    set   for    at 
l^ast   twelve    oeople.      The   dining   room  was    18   x  20   feet    in    size. 
A   refrigerator  with   a  drip   pan   underneath   stood    in    one    comer 
while    a   side    table   with  crocks    of  milk   to  be    skimmed   for  butter 
making  was    to    one    side.      Red    tablecloths    usually   covered    the 
table,    cut    on   Sunday   and   for   company,    white    linen    cloths    and 
fr'.nced  nankins   were   used.      Our   china  was   white    ironstone    and 
our   silver  was    coin    silver.      Larpe    stemmed   preserves    stands 
stood   in    the    center   of    the    table    .    .    .    but   never    a  flower.      Miss 
Mollie,    with    a  hiph   chair    on    either    side    of   her,    served   coffee 
from   one   end    of    the    table.      Some    of    the    older    children    served    the 
milk    .    .    .    sweet   from  hup-e    pitchers    and  buttermilk  from   squatty 
pitchers.      Father   sat   to   one    side    of  Miss   Mollie    as    if    to  "puard 
her  from   some    of    the    caustic   remarks    of    the    group    of    teen    a~e~s. 
Mary   and  Sal'ie    were    just  home   from   finishing   school    at   Green- 
ville   and    tried   to    teach   the   boys    the    table  manners    they  hr;d 
learned   at   school.      They  were    tactless    in    their    teaching   so 
mealtime   wasn't   very   pleasant   for    anyone. 

Father   always    said    a  blessing    at   each  meal.      He    always   had   a 
"hoecake"    and,    usually,    an    onion    at  his    place.      Hot  biscuits   were 
a  must   for   every  meal.      "Light   bread"    was    a  weekend   treat.      Boiled 
ham  was    served   at   every  meal." 

John  Mason   died    in    I887    .    .    .    twelve   years    after  his    second  marria~e 
He  had   never  m  >de    a  will    so  he   had  his    attorney,   Mr.    Adair,    come 
to  make    one   out  for  him,    but  he   was    too   sick   to    "*ni^b    it.'    His 
estate   came    to  $75,000.00.      It  was   divided   as    the    law   provides, 
-is  widow  rrot    one    third   of  the   estate  which    include  I   the   heart" 
of    the   farm.      The    executors    advised  her   to  move    to    the   Jones   farm 
(a   small   farm   John  M.   had  bought   for  his    son,    Will,    but  Will  had 
given   it  uo )    so   that    she   w?uld   not  be   credited   with    the    la-ge 
hovse    and  barns.      Later   she   and  her  three  boys  moved   to   Svansville. 
In    lana,    where    she    f-lt  b^r   boys  had   better   educational    advantages. 
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John  M.    and   Sophronia  were  both  buried   at   the  Oyer   Cemetery   on    the 
old  Jamep   Dyer  farm   six  miles   from  Caseyville,    but  when    the   new 
Pythian   Cemetery  was   established,    the   children  had   their  parents' 
remains  moved    to   the   new  cemetery.      They   erected    a   lar^e   stone 
in   their  memory.      Sophmnia's   first    stone   was    left    at   the  first 
burial    site. 

The  Dyer  Family  Bible    in   the   possession    of   the    Cromwell   Adair  Dyer 
family   in   Corsicana,    Texas    in   1968,    lists    the   children    as   follows: 

1.  Mary  Isabella 

2.  Willie  Pierson 

3.  James  Mas  on 
1+.  Sarah   Inticra 

5.  Darius 

6.  John  Thomas 

7.  Benjamin   Wright 

8.  Orval  Pool 

9.  Marshall  Thompson 

10.  Attaway  Marcel la 

11.  Calvert  Welch 

12.  Wallace  Curtis 

13.  Carroll  Bryan 

The   ancestry   of  Sophronia  Jane   Pierson   can   be  found   under   PieT,s  on- 
Family-Allied  Families. 
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Children  of 

John  Mason  Dyer 

(1829-1887) 

and 

Sophronia  Jane    (Pierson) 


Dyer 


tore  her   picture   up    as    it   did   not 


Mary 
flatter  her 


I.      MARY   ISABELLA   ITER 

b.    11-17-1853  near  Caseyville,    Ky. 

d.      6-I8-I8I4.O  Sturgis,   Ky. 

bur.   Masonic    Cemetery,   Morganfield,    Ky, 


m.     Rives   Casey 


b. 
d. 


I8I4.O 

1909 


Mary  Isabella  was    the   eldest  daughter   of  John   and   Sophronia  Jane 
(Pierson)    Iyer.      She   attended  Independence   public    school.    'Later 
she   attended   the   Greenville   Seminary   at  Greenville,   Ky.   where 
she    studied   art   alonr-   with  her   other   studies.      She   did   well    in 
art   and   painted   a  number   of   very   good    oils    and  pastels. 

Mary   taught   school    .    .    .    first   at  Beiges   Public    School  and    later 

at  Charles  Hatfield's  Home   Seminary,    a   private    school    at   Caseyville. 

It  wasn't  many  years    until  Mary   and   several   of  her  brothers   moved 
to  Morranf ield.      Mary  kept  house  for  her  working  brothers. 

In   I889,   Mary   and  Mr.   Rives   Casey,    a  Morganfield   grocer,    were 
married.      Mr.    Casey   was    a  veteran    of   the   Civil  war    and  was    a 
descendant   of  the    Casey  who   founded   Caseyville.      The   Caseys   built 
a  house    on   East  Main   Street  where    they  lived  for  man;;  years.      Mary 
Isabella  was    called   "Wavy"    by    ill   h^r   nieces    and   nephews. 


Mr.    Casey  died    in    1909    and  Mary   Casey  die"!    in    I9I4.O. 
at   the  Masonic   Cemetery   in  Morganfield. 


Both    are  buried 
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Children   of  John  Mason   nyer 
(1829-1887) 
and 
Soohronia  Jane    (Pierson)    Dyer 


II.      WILLIAM  PIER  SOT   ™TER 

b.   9-   9-18^5   near   Caseyville,    Ky, 
m.    7-11+-1887   Caseyville,    Ky. 
d.    3-17-1921;  Morganfield 
bur.    Sturgis,    Ky. 


to.  Virginia  "leaner  Long 

b.  7-19-1866  Caseyville,  Ky . 

d.  10-2"-19!'Ji  Henderson,  Ky, 
bur.  Sturgis,  Ky. 


William  Piers  on  Dyer,  the  first 
second  child  of  John  Mason  Dyer 


son 
and 


and 


Sophronia  Jane  (Pierson)  Dyer  was  born  at 
the  small  brick  home  where  his  parents 
started  housekeeping,  located  between  the 
farms  owned  by  their  parents. 

About  i860  the  family  moved  to  a  new  f  arm 
ten  miles  away.   (About  3  miles  N.  E.  of 
where  Sturgis  would  later  be  built.) 

Willie's  first  schooling  was  at  Independence 
like  all  the  other  Dyer  children.   His  father 
helped  pay  the  teachers  in  order  for  the 
children  to  have  as  "-ood  education  as  possible 
Later,  Willie  attended  school  at  Lebanon, 
Tennessee  for  a  short  term.  * 

Willie  was  unusually  rroo  1-looking  and  always 
drove  a  fine  looking  horse.   He  was  considered 
the  "catch  of  the  county."   (Hef.  A.  A.) 

In  1880,  Willis,  his  brother  Jim,  and  his 
sister,  Mary,  set  up  housekeeping  at  Casey- 
ville.  Mary  taught  school  and  Jim  had  a 
drygoods  business. 

In  I887  Willie  married  Virginia  Sleanor  Long  at  the  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  Church  in  Caseyville  with  the  Rev.  Baxter  Borbee,  as 
minister.   A  dinner  and  receotion  at  the  home  of  Dr.  Pur-ess  B.  .bone 
f oil owed. 

Though  Willie  and  Eleanor  tried  farming  they  didn't  care  for  it.   Later 
they  moved  to  Morganfield  where  Willie  served  as  Union  County  Tax 
Collector  and  still  later  went  into  the  insurance  business. 

Six  children  were  born  to  the  Dyers:   John  M.,  Kathryne  Gordon,  Virginia 
Rosser,  William  Pierson,  Mariana,  and  Joseph  Lone;. 

Mr.  Dy^r  died  in  192l|.  after  a  lon<-  illness.  His  widow  died  in  19L-?j  . 
Both  are  buried  at  Sturgis,  Ky.   The  W.  P.  Dyer  descendants  follow: 


m. 

d. 


1«    John  M.    Dyer 

b.  3-2i4.-J.S88  Union  Co.,  Ky. 
m.  IO-U-I92I4.  Covington,  Ky. 
div.    1935 

2.  Kathryne  Gordon  Dyer 
b.    10-21-1890  Stursis,    Ky. 

7-   7-1915  Morganfield,    Ky. 

a.    Eleanor  Virginia  Myers 

b.  11-  U-1918  Meridian,  Miss. 
m.  IO-28-I9I4.6  Meridian,  Kiss. 
d. 

1.  Robert  Myers  McLean 

b.  5-22-1914-9  Laurel,  Miss. 

3.  Virginia  Rosser  Dyer 
b.      3-   3-1893 

m.    12-13-1919  Morganfielj,   Ky. 

d . 

a.  John  Harry  Feamster,  Jr. 
b.  U-l-1921 

1.  Janie  Westcott  Feamster 
b.  9-6-1953 

2.  John  Harry  Feamster  III 
b. 

h»   William  Pierson  Dyer,  Jr. 
b.  6-26-1896 

m. 

d.  7-2U-1953 

a.    William   Pierson   Dyer   III 
b.    10-26-1927 
m. 
d. 

1.  Ss telle   Sudd re th   Dver 
b.    7-29-1952 

2.  William  Pierson   Dy°r  IV 
b.    1-  2-1956 

5.   Mariana  Dyer 
b.    2-13-1399 

m.    10-7-1922  Morganfield,   Ky. 
d«    5-25-1972  Henderson,    Ky. 
a.    Ann   Cabell   Flournoy 

b.   14.-29-1931  Morganfield,    Ky. 

n.  7-3-1951+ 

d.  H-5-1970 

1.  Susan  Cabell  Elliott 
b.  I-15-1955 

2.  Mary  Landon  Elliott 
b.  10-25-ca  1959 

3.  Hone  Coleman  Elliott 
b.  2-l5-Ca  1961 

>.  Joesoh  Lon^  Dyer 
b.  [4.-10-1906 
m.  19U2 
div.  1955 
d.  1966,  Calif. 
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m.   Marie   Chevalier 


m.    Lewis   Dean   Myers 

b.    3-31-l38!i  Monticello, 
Ind. 

d.   [i-26-191t6 
m.    Dr.   David  'i.   McLean 

b.    1-7-1916 


m.    Dr.    John   Harry   ^eamster 


h 


d.    6-7-19li5  Frankfort,    Ky 

m.   Janie   Sinquefield 
b.    12-10-1926 


m.   Hattie  Dudley 
b.    3-27-1902 


m.    3stelle   Suddreth 

b.    7-29-1928 


m.  Landon  Cabell  Plourno-   Jr 
b.  IO-2I4.-I894 

d.  3-17-1950  Henderson,  M 

m.  (1)  Hov;ard  A.  Dankel,  Jr. 
(2)  Doug  Elliott 


m.  Morjorie  Irene  Loveland 


OF  LA 


. .  i 
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Children  of  John  Mason  Dyer 

(1829-1887) 

and 

Sophronia  Jane    (Pierson)   Dyer 


III.      JAMES   MASON   DYER 

b.    10-17-1357  Union   Co.,    Ky. 

m.  1891 

d.    11-15-193^4-   Corsicana,    Tex. 


m.      Julia  Scott 

b.    1869  Monticello,    Fla. 

d. 191;5  Dallas,    Tex. 


- 


■ 


JAMES  MASON   DYER  was    the    third   child, 
second   son,    of   John  Mason   and   Sophronia 
Jane    (Pierson)    Dyer.      He  was   born   about 
six  miles    fron   Caseyville,    Ky,    in    the 
small    •rick  home   whe^e  his    parents  first 
lived. 


/«* 


Three    of   four  years    later  he   moved   with 
his   family    to   their   permanent  home, 
Locust  Kill,    a  farm   about    ten  miles    away, 

His   early   schooling    took  place    at   the 
neighborhood   one-room  los  .school, 
Independence.      Liter   he    attended    schools 
on    the   place,  as   his    father    subsidize  1 
the    teacher's    pay.      Later  he    attended 
Valpariso   Normal   School    .    .     .    this 
completing  his   formal   education. 

James   Mason  Oyer   entered   the    dry^-oods 
business    at   Caseyville.      After    the 
disastrous   flood    at  Caseyville,    nearly 
all  businesses   were   discontinued.      It 
was    then    that   James   Mason   Dyer  went    to 
Morgan  field    and    established    the  Mason- 
Dyer  Dry^o^ds    "?tore. 

Miss  Julia   Qcott    of  Florida  visited    the  Adairs   in  Mor^nf ield.      It 
wasn't    lon^   until    she    consented    to  marry   Jam-s   Mason   Dyer.      They 
built    a   laree,    two    storied  home    on   East  Main   street, 
children    were   "'orn    there. 


All  three 


In  190k  the  Dyers 
Sometime  late 
was 


moved  a^ain,  this 
there  that  Mr.  Dyer  established 
which  proved  to  be  very  successful. 


out  at  Morg infield  and. 

" s    time    to 

the  J.    M. 


mov°d    to   Louisville. 
Corsicana,    Texas.      It 
Dyer  Merchantile    C; 


:o. 


Mr.    Dyer   died    in    1931+ 


his   widow  in   19.';5« 


The    Dyers'    three   children   we-e:      Cromwell    Adair    Oyer   who   became    a 
lawyer    and    lived    at  Dallas,    Texas,    James   Mason   Dyer   II   who   was    in 
the  merchantile   business   with   his    father,    and   Frandon    Dyer,    the 
only  daurhter.      The  James  Mason   Dyer   descendants   follow: 


n    m»?«  n^or.  in.    Torrnie   Giles 

1.  Cromwell   Adair  Dyer  •  ~- 

b.   2-5-1892  Morganfield,   Ky.  b.  7-i+-iU>h Mw,    ■   ' 

d'   2-3-l°^5  Dallas,   Texas  d.   5-22-1969  Dallas,    Tex. 

a.  Julia  Ann  Dyer  m.    Dr.    Joseph   W.    McKnight 

b.    3-8-1929  Dallas,    Tex.  b.  j-n-'l**' 

m.  1957 

d.    1-18-1972   Dallas,    Tex.  d. 

1.  John  McKnight    £  7-9.0 -tf*  7 

2.  A.dair  McKnight  £,  /*-  a-/9<>o 

b.  4da-r    Dyer   Jr.  m.   Margaret  peickert 
b.    9-9-1932  b.    7-,£-tt3JL 

m.  i -/j-/fiV 

1.  Margaret  Eugenia  Dyer  . 
b.  £-22-1959 

2.  John  Giles  Dyer 
b.  1-11-1961 

3.  Julia  Ann  Dyer 
b.  9-11-1962 

Ll.  Steohen  Adair  Dyer 

b.  5-10-1965 

c.   Blanton  Giles   Dyer  m.    (1)    Ozina  Dodd 

b.   2-25-1939  (2)    Sally   levins 

m.    (1)    1963  (5)    Joel   

(2)    1965  faj  fr7o 

1.  Blanton    >yer  Jr. 
b.    6-23-1963 

2.  Bruner   Smith  Dyer 
b.    10-27-1966 

3.  Julia  ^yer 

b.    12-7-1968    d.  July  tffz 
II  .   Virginia   Ann    Dyer    ('dot.) 

b.   9-16-1958 
5«    T-ormaie — Hy-er    'Panders  Di/py 

b-^-1^6        L      /f7; 

d.    7_.S^Q-72 

2.  Jones  Mason   Over  II  m.    Tabbv   Jackson 
b.    1891|   Morganfield,   Ky.  b.      "        /ffl3 
n.    1°21+ 

a.    James   "nnn  Dy^r  III  m.    Lorelle   gSfass 

1  .    9-22-1928  b.  /^/ 

m.    195U 

1.    James   Mason  Dyer  IV 

b.    11-    -1955^. 
3.    Lyndell    sitei  Over  y.  ^.^/f^x- 
b.    6   31-1936  "    "  ,_-.„ 

/     ,       ,        J.    6r  tin  En*  Invert;  I- 9-t-lW 

3.  Brandfe  W'"'"^"    *    ^'"'^  ra.    (1)   Carol  Mlllep 

b.    I896  Morganfield,    Ky.  (2)    Truman   Erase 

m .    (  1 ) 

m.    (2)    191+0 


Children  of  John  Mason  Dyer 

(1829-1887) 

and 

Sophronia  Jane  (Pierson)  Dyer 
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IV.   SARAH  INTICRA  DYER 

b.  8-8-1859  near  Caseyville,  Ky. 

m.     1881; 

d.  1952   Ft.   Lauderdale,    Fla. 

bur.    Crown  Hill  Cem.,    Indianapolis,    Ind. 


m.    Charles  Mahaffey  Lemon 
b.   1859 
d. 


"Sallie"   Dyer  was  born   near  Caseyville,    Ky., 
but  by  lS6l   was   living  with  her  family   at 
the  farm  Locust  Hill  where  her  parents 
moved    after   selling    their   first  home. 


Sallie's   early  education 
neighborhood   public   scho 
After  her  father   subsidi 
salaries   for    the   school 
the    olier   children  went 
her  sister,   Mary,    spent 
the  Greenville,    Kentucky 
Sallie    atten  ied  Lagoda  N 
Lagoda,    Indiana.      There 
husband,    C.   M.    Lemon,    a 
normal    school. 


was    gotten   at    the 
ol,    Independence. 
zei   the    teachers' 
on    the   DiOse   place, 
there.      She   and 
a  year   of  two   at 
,    Seminary.      Later 
ormal  School    at 
she  met  her  future 
teacher    in   the 


Some  years    later,   Mr.    Lemon   served   as 
secretary  for   a  bank   in   Indianapolis. 

The   Lemons   had    three   children:      Seward 
Piers ~n,    Eleanor  Alma,    and  Mary     tyer. 

Mrs.    Lemon   was    a   widow  for  many   years 
making  her  home   with  her  daughter,    Mary 
Dyer,    in   Indianaoolis .      Later  they  moved   to  Florida  where  Mrs. 


Lemon   was    living  when    she   died.     Her  body  was   returne 
where    she  was   buried   at   the   Crown  Hill  Cemetery. 


to   Indianapolis 


The   descendants    of   the   C.   M.    Lemons   follow: 


Sk 


1.  Seward  Pi°rson   Lemon 
b.   3-2U-1B85 

d. 

2.  Eleanor  Alma  Lemon 
b.    5-20-1887 

m. 

d.    6-13-196Ii  Ft.    Lauierdale,    Pla. 

a.  Eleanor  Dyer  Bray ton 
b. 

d. 

b.  David   Sewsrd  Bravton 
b. 

m. 
d. 

1.    Susan  Mary  Erayton 
b. 

3.  Mary  Dyer  Lemon 
b.    8-17-1888 

d.   2-      -1967  Ft.    Lauderdale,    Fla. 


m.  Fena  Lay 
b.  Texas 
d. 

m.    Ralph   "'aldo   rra"ton 
b. 

d. 


m.   Shirley  Holt 


Children   of  John  Mason   Oyer 

(1829-1887) 

and 

Sophronia  Jane  (Piers  on)  Dyer 
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V.      DARIUS 


DYER 


b.    7-19-1861   near  Caseyville,   Ky. 

m.JftNuf>?/ft-l888 

d.    10-21-191+9  ,    Ky. 


m.   Eettie  Barbee 
b.   2-28-1865 
d.    11-1^-19^7 


Darius  Dyer  was   the  third  son,    fifth 

child,  of  the  John  Mason  Dyers.  Ke  was 
the  first  child  born  to  the  Dyers  after 
they  moved   to  their  new  home,    Locust  Hill. 

Darius   was   educated   at   the   nearby  school, 
Independence,   but   later  went   to   Cincinnati 
where  he  finished   at   the   Cincinnati   Business 
School. 

Darius   was    a  salesman   for   the   Singer  Sewing 
Maching  Company.      Ke    traveled  from  house   to 
house   by  buggy   selling  his   wares    and  repairing 
machines    as   needed.      Later  he   become   an 
insurance    agent   and  practiced   that  profession 
until  his  retirement. 

The  Darius   Dyers   first   lived   at  Sturgis, 

then  Morg-5nf ield,    and   still  lat^r   at  Princeton, 

Darius    and   Eettie   Dyer  wer^    the   parents    of 
four   children:      Grace  Barbee,    Pobert  McKee, 
Edna  Earl,    and  Julia  Mason.      Their   descendants 
follow: 


Grace  Parbee 
b.    11-5-1838 

m.   6-9-1915 
d. 


Dyer 


a.  John  Collins  Lee 
b.  3-23-1916 
m.  9-10-191^2 

1.  Olivia  III 

b.  l4.-9-i9l4.il- 

m.  6-6-1966 

2.  Richard   Collins 
b.    3-11-191+9 

m. 


Lee 


m.  Dewitt  Collins  Lee 
b.  10-11-1838 

d.   1-10-1914.9  Covinecton,  Ky 
m.  Olive  Tilly  Fuller 
b.  1-6-1913 

m.  J.  Eruce  Jerles 
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b.  Dr.    Robert  Edmund  Lee  m.   Mary  Dean   Lott 
b.    12-7-1919  b.    11-21-1921 
m.    5-27-1910; 

la   Marv  Dean   Lee 

b.   9-17-1914.5 

2.  William  Collins    Lee 
.  b.    7-15-19U7 

d.  1967 

3.  Robert  Lott  Lee 
b.  3-18-1950 

c.  Mary  Attawav  Lee  m.  David  Eoulkes  Taylor 

b.    5-26-1923  b. 

m.    7-  L-1957 

d.  d.    1967 

Robert  McKee  Dyer  m.    Gertrude   Althea  McKay 

b.    6-26-1890  b.    3-I9-I899 

rn.Sqill.n2l 

d.   9-15-19U7  d. 

a.  Robert  McKee  Dyer   II 
b.    6-13-1922 

d.    6-22-191M5 

b.  Betty   Olive   Dyer  m.    Neil   Malcolm  VJestbrook 
b.   5-I4.-I92I4.  b.    1920 

m.TflN.lH-.lSSI 

1.  Neil  Malcolm  Westbrook  II 
b.    1-28-1952 

2.  Beth  Ann  Westbrook 
b.   2-2I4.-1955 

c.  Jack  iicKay  Dyer  m.    Barbara   Ricker 
b.    10-20-1926 

1.  Jack  McKay  Dyer    II     m.  U**i   LcuT^KeMfej^cv/  15, 1151 
b.    6-27-l%0  m.KFeb.rttfi 

2.  Robert   Lawrence   Dyer  m.  Ao  &*»«  (KUtf@^  S£Pt ' 

b.    12-2-1951  ,  ,.  QC. 

3.  Thomas    Taylor  Dyer  m  Viv.flN  Hetaxfl  SHflliu®!*^  HbO 
b.    10-27-1955  *   it  "DECtrnfee-R    fl7t 

k.    Jennifer   Dyer 
b.   U-7-195S 

d.  William  Barbee  Dyer  m.    Jo  Ann  Cloud 

b.    11-6-1927  b.    10-9-1928 

m.  rt Dec tf 5 3 

1.  Barbee   Ann  Dyer 
b.    11-29-195U 

2.  William  Douglas  Dyer 
b.    7-21-1960 

3.  Nancy  Dyer 

b.  10-2U-1965 
[1. .  Diane  Cloud  Over 
b.  2-7-1965 

e.  Donald  Darius  Dyer  m.    Jo  Anne   Bloodworth 
b.    5-22-1931  b.    7-6-1931* 

™->7  ApKiU^f 
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1.  Donald  Darius   DyerTu, 

b.   9-26-195^ 

2.  Trudie  Ann  Dyer     m /fiob«t  Wat?K  Hftroroowd  7  ftp?'. L  n 79 

b.   k-  3-1956 

3.  Cindy  Lou  Dyer 
b.  1-30-1959 

1}..  Karen  Lee  Dyer 
b.  10-13-1962 


3#   Edna  Earl  Dyer 
b.  6-26-1892 
m.  6-  9-1915 
d. 

a.  Josiah  Ellis  Lee  II 
b.  8-7-1917 
xn.  (1) 

(2) 

1.  Josiah   Ellis   Lee   III 
b.    7-19-19U). 

2.  Marilyn  Creenway   Lee 
b.    10-15-1958 

b.  James   Barbee  Lee 
b.    2-15-1921 
m. 

1.  Linda  Louise   Lee 
b.    10-30-19[t6 

2.  Mary   Susan  Lee 
b.    8-19-19l|.8 

3.  Jamie  Earbee   Lee 
b.    2-9-1962 

c.  Petty   Jane   Lee 
b.    11-16-1922 
m. 

1.  Cynthia  Lee   Reed 

b.    11-5-1911.7 

2.  Bret  Hup;h  Reed  II 
b.    2-2-191+9 

1;.      Julia  Mason   Dyer 
b.    7-25-1905 
m..(l) 
m.    (2) 
d. 

a.   Daniel  Kirkland   °urdom  I 
b.    7-7-1932 
m. 

1.  Daniel  Kirkland  Purdom  II 
b.    3-1L-1958 

2.  Laura  Lynn  Purdom 
b.    1-30-1960 

3.  Mary  Sarah  Purdom 
b.    3-I3-I96U 


m.    Josiah   Ellis   Lee 
b.    l-lj.-l893 

d.  ff-  L  -   /f7/  C,,/'f. 
m.    (1)    Johnye   Ewing 
b.    1917 
d.    1962 

(2)   Marilyn   Greenway 
b.   li-21-1921 


m.    Louise  Wetzel 
b.    6-30-1922 


m.   Bret  Hugh  Reed  I 
b.    10-30-1919 


m.    (1)  Herald  Bohon  Purdom 

b.      7-17-1908 

d.      12-3-1933 

(2)    Armour  Atwell  Sizer 

b.      9-30-1891 
m.    Jo  Prances   Gates 

b.    11-21-1930 
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Children   of  John  Mason  Dyer 

( 1829-1887) 

and 

Sophronia  Jane   (Pierson)   Dyer 


VI.      JOHN    THOMAS   DYEF 

b.   6-10-1863  Union   Co.,   Ky. 

m.    2-28-1-99 

d.    12-23-1930  Corsicana,   Tex. 

bur.  Valhalla  Cem. 


m.  Willis  Wright  Hughes 

b.  l-ll^-lc72 

d.   2-2-19314.  St.   Louis,   Hal 
bur.   Valhalla  Cem. 


John  Thomas,    called  Tom,   was    the    fourth 
son,    sixth  child   of  John  K.    and   Sophronia 
Jane  Dyer.     He  was   born   at  the  home    place, 
Locust  Hill. 

Tom,    like   the    other  Dyer   children,    attended 
Independence    school.      Later  he    boarded   at 
Caseyville  with  his   Aunt  ^ella   so    that  he 
could   attend  Hatfield's   Private    School.    He 
would  return   to   the  farm  during  harvest 
time    to  helo  with   the   farm  work.      Tom  had 
the  test   education    of   any    of    the   boys    .     .    . 
graduating  from  Cumberland  College    at 
Lebanon,    Tenn. 

In   August    of   1899,    Ton   and   ~rillis   Wright 
Hughes   were  married    at  Morgan  fie  Id.      '/illie 
was   the   daughter   of  Daniel  Henry  Hughes 
and  his  wife,    the   former  Wright   Parker. 
Three  daughters   were   born   to    the  Dyers: 
Willis,    Elizabeth,    and   Martha. 

By   1910   the  Dyers   had  moved    to    St.    Louis, 
Mo.   where   Tom  was    associated  with   the 
Hamilton   Erown    Shoe   Co.      Some   years    later 

he    joined   another   shoe    company    .    .    .   Eurrovrs-Jones-Dyer   Shoe    Co. 

At   the    time    of  his    death   in    1930  he   was    servinp-   as    secretary   of 


MdElroy   Shoe    Co. 

Ton's    favorite   hobby  was   golf, 
local   country   clubs. 


He   enjoyed  his   golf   games    at   the 


Tot.   die^   while   visiting  his   b-other,    Jim,    in    Corsicana,    Texas. 
Mrs.   Dyer   lived   four  years    longer.      A   list   of  their  descendants 
follow: 
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1.  Mary  Willis  Oyer 

b.  i+-2k-:L902  Morganfield,  Ky. 

2.  Elizabeth  Pierson  Dyer  m.  Theodore  Carroll  McCall 
b.  11-9-1903  Morganfield,  Ky .  b.  2-16-1903 

m.  5-13-1930  St.  Louis,  Mo. 

d.  d.  I4.-2-I957 

a.  Theodore  McCall  Jr. 
b.  2-22-1Q32 

d.  1^-1-1937 

b.  Thomas    Dyer  McCall  m.    Devanna   Shaner 

b.  9-12-193U    <* ff7(  b.  10-:,-193o 

m.  6-  1-1955 

1.  Rebecca  Anne  McCall 

b.  8-31-1956  Pittsburgh,  Pa. 

2 .  M L ch ae 1  Th  oma s  McC all 

b.  L(.-22-1959  Gibson  City,  111. 

3.  Martha  Flan  ton  Dv^r 

b.    3-5-1905  Morganfield 
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Children  of  John  Mason  Dyer 

(l?29-loR7) 

and 

Sophronia  Jane  (Pier son)  Dyer 


VII.   BENJAMIN  WRIGHT  DYBB 

b.   2-22-1865 

m.  1918 

d.  19U3  Farm  near  Sturgis 

bur.    Pythian   Gem.,    Sturgis,   Ky. 


m.   Martha  Williams 

b  .    18  76    '  r o v i d 0  nee,    Ky . 

d.    195°  Sturgis,   Ky. 

bur.    -ythian    Sera. 


Benjamin   Wrieht,    called  Pen,    was   born    at 
the   farm  home    place.      Pe   war    the   fifth 
son,    seventh  child    of  the  John  Pas  m   Dyers. 

After  his   years    ^ttendin-   Independence 
School   near    the    farm  home,    ~en    enrolled 
in   a  military   school    at  Hopkinsville.    ■"-. 

A  number   of  years    after  his    father's 
death    in    1887,    Ben,    with  his   brother, 
Orville,    bought    out   their  brothers 
and  sisters'    shares    of   the   family  farm 
and   operated    the    farm   as    Dyer   Brothers. 
Pen   lived,    on    the    farm.      A.  Mrs .   Hall 
kept  house   for  him,    and   Prnest  Hall, 
a  relative    of  Mrs.  Hall,    helped  run    the 
farm.      Orville   lived    in  Morganfield. 

Ben  was   very   good   looking    and  ha :   lots 
of   girl  friends,    but   in   i'918  he    iecided 
that  Martha  Williams    of    -rovidence    should 
be  Mrs.   Ben  Dyer.      (It   is    said    that  Martha 
.■old  friends    that   she  had   bought  her    third 
suit   to  be  married    to  him   in.) 

Ben   owned   one   of  the   first  Maxwell    cars   in   the   county,    but  ,e    talked 
to   it   like      e   did    to  hi,   riding  horse,    Parker.      He   was    ove-h   ard   to 
say  as  he   applied  his   car  brakes,    "Whoa,    Parker."      "**k°r   was  T--1 
-00c   riding  horse    and   carried  Ben    on  his   farm  inspection   tours. 

\\IJ^  ^u^a  W?l    Zhe   P^nts   of   one   son,    Benjamin  Wright  Jr.      a 
list    of   the    descendants    of   the   ^en  Dyers    follow:  " 
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1.      Benjamin  Wright  Dyer  Jr.  m,    charlotte  Henshaw 

I',    tll'-llkl   Uni°n    GO"    Ky*  b*    6-18-192?   Union   Co"    Ky 

a.  Benjamin  Wright  Dyer  III  m.    Susan  Dewitt 
b.    9-8-1^8  Union  Co.,   Ky.  b.    10-5-1952 

1.    Stephanie   Jo 
b.    7-7-1971 

b.  ^rtha  LI*  Dyer  m.    steve   Chaoman 

m.*   l~-   8ll972  "  '   Ky*  b*    6~™ 

c.  Bryan   Williams   Dypr 

b.    6-7-1952  Union   Co.,    Ky. 

d.  Bobby   Ca^eraln  Dyer 
b.   3-23-1956 

e.  William  Henshaw  Dyer 

b.    11-1-1958  Union  Co.,   Ky. 

f .  Jan   Attaway  Dyer 

b.    11-10-1963  Union   Co.,    Ky. 

g.  Anna  Long  Dyer 

b.  U-12-196U  Union  Co.,  Ky. 
h.  John  Mason  Dyer 

b.  3-12-1966  Union  Co.,  Ky. 
i.  Mary  Alane  Dyer 

b.  5-1^-1968  Union  Co.,  Ky. 
j.  Jennifer  Lynn  Dyer 

b.  1-29-1971 
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Children    of   John  Mason  Dyer 
(1829-1337) 

and 
Sophronia  Jane    (Pierson)    Dyer 


VIII.      ORVILLB   POOL  DYER 

b.   2-  2-1867  Union  Co.,  Ky. 

m.   6-26-1906  M 'field,   Ky. 

d.    11-3-1926   M'field,    Ky. 

bur.    Odd  Fellows'    Cem.,    M'field,   Ky. 


m.   Willis   Pernecie  Blue 

b.    12-13-1   83   M'field,   Ky. 

d.      £-12-1956   Summit,   N.    J. 

bur.   Odd   Fellows'    Cem. 


Orville  Pool, 
of  John  Mason 
Dyer  was    born 


the   eighth  child  but   sixth    son, 
and   Sophronia  Jane    (Pierson) 
at   the   fanily   fan",  home,    Locust 


Hill.     He  was    named   for   a  cousin,    Orville 
Pool,    a  banker    of   Shawneetovn,    111. 

Orville   was    an    active  boy    .     .     .    was    expert 
on   his    acting   pole    and    loved    to   ride   his 
black  horse,    Pool-Tekel,    while    standing. 
His   sister,    Attie,    remembered   one  wild  ride 
they  had   ton-ether   jumping   logs    in    the    woods 
on    their  way   to    school.      Attie   had   a 
difficult   time  holding  both   her    lunch    nail 
and  his    scant  coat    tail. 

The  little   log  school,    Independence,    was 
over   the  hill   from   the  Dyer   farm.      Orville 
went   there    as   did  his   brothers    and    sisters 
and    the   neighborhood   children.     He    spent 
one   year    at  La~oda  Grammar    School    in   Ind. 
where  his   brother-in-law  was   principal. 
One    additional   year's    schooling    at   Cumber- 
land College,    Lebanon,    Tenn.    finished  his 
formal    education. 


Orville   taught   one  year    at  'Jailer's   coun 
school   than   served   as   deputy   sheriff  under  J.    3.   Blue    (his   future 
father-in-law).      Later  he    served    as    a  federal    revenue 
Henderson   for   sections    of  Eastern  Kentucky.     His   next 
traveling   salesman   for  Harilton  Frown   Shoe   Co.    of  St. 
compan;    his   brother,   Tom,    worked  for,    to:>. 


officer 
1  ob  was 
Louis . , 


out  of 

as  a 

q 


In  June  of  1906  Orville  married  Willis  Pernecie  Blue.   They  and  the 
Robert  Fords  had  a  double  wedding  (Bess  Ford  was  a  sister  of  Willis). 
The  Dyers'  first  home  was  the  old  Welch  house  on  the  farm,  but  soon 
afterwards  they  moved  to  Morganfield  and  bought  the  home  on  Sas.t 
Main  that  Orville 's  brother,  Jim,  had  built.   This  was  their  last 
move. 


Poor  health  caused  Orville  to  give  up  his  traveling  business.   He 
bought  into  a  local  furniture  factory  and  into  a  self-locking  gate 
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business.      He    and  his  brother,    Ben,    established  Dyer  Brothers    (the 
name   they  gave   their    jointly-owned  farm).      (They  had  bought    out 
their   other  brothers   and   sisters    in    the  family   farm.)      One    of 
Orville's    self-locking  gates  with  bold   letters    "Dyer  Brothers" 
above  was   placed   at  the   entrance    of   the  farm. 

Much  of  Orville's   latter  life   was    spent   in   and   out   of  sanitariums 
in   an   effort   to   improve  his   health,    but  no   lasting   cures   were 
found.     He   died   in  the   fall   of   1926   and  was   buried   at   the   Odd 
Fellows'    Cemetery.      He  was   a  member   of   the   Slks   Lodge   and    a  deacon 
of  the  Morganf ield  Presbyterian  Church. 

Orville   and  Willis   were   the   parents    of   three   children:      Louise, 
Orville,    and  Jane.      Their  descendants    are    given   on   the   next  page. 

Orville's   sister,    Attie,    said   of  him,    "He   was    always  brave,   manly, 
generous,    clear*,    hightoned,    and    of   perfect  principle.     He  was    a 
noble   gentleman    in    ev«ry  respect." 
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Descendants  of  Orville  Pool 
and 
Willis  (Blue)  Dyer 

1.  Louise  Hughes  Dyer  m.  Edward  Morris  Butler,  Jr 

*'  ifi?"^^  M 'field,  Ky.  b.  5.10-1907  Wooer   '    ' 

m.  11-27-1930  N.  Jersey  Montclair,  N.  J. 

a.  ^dward  Morris  Butler  III         m.  Elizabeth  Helen  Fstey 

b.  1-20-193^  U.  Mont.  N.  J.         b.  1-25-1936 

a.  3-23-1957 

1.  David  Edward  Butler 
b.  I4.-I-I958 

2.  Elizabeth  Louise  Butler 
b.    12-28-1960 

3.  Robert  Morris  Butler 
b.    7-7-1963 

k.    Cha-les   Estey  Butler 
b.    3-26-1965 

b.  Willis   Blue  Butler  m     wiifnyH  mm,^^      ,r  ,, 

b.  2-15-1936   E'ville,    Ind.  '   b      wL?9?6  ^  Jl 
m.    6-11-1960  Summit,   N.   J.                                 J  dl_1936 

1.  Milford  Dinwiddie  Walker    III 
b.    9-3-1961 

2.  Cynthia  Louise  Walker 
b.   11-28-1962 

3.  William  Edward  Walker 
b.    8-13-1965 

c.  William  Langdon   Butler  m     r-nn~~   n        i- 

b.    1-26-1939  Grace   Caroline  C-a^e 

a.    12-28-1961  Bluefield,    W.   Va.  ^'    12'19-1938   ?e^,    3.   A. 

1.  Mary  Dyer  Butler 
b.    7-12-1963 

2.  William  Langdon  Butler  Jr 
b.    3-2-1967 

2.      Orville    Pool  Dyer    Jr 

b.    1-   6-1909  M  'field,   Ky.  m'    Sal}7Jnna  Starf 
m.   14.-25-1936  Henderson,  Ky.  °*    6-28"1911  Ramsey ,    111. 

a.    James    Orville   Dyer  m(\\-> 

b.    5-27-191,3  nI')Reeta  Lynn   Dumford 

a.  3-23-1967  *'   f  "7-19ij.8 

1.  Shannon   Lynn  Dyer  M (2) L^ida  tJilifams 

b.    1-1-1968   Lexington      Ky  V  NftSCfclWa  fe.  9/2«»)i«m 

2.  Tanra  Ann  Dy-r  "'  Z.KiVUw<1  "XluETtfe* 

b.    11-7-1968  Lexington,    Ky.  t>.4//*/Wfo 

3.    Jane    Elizabeth  Dy«r 

b.   2-7-1911  M  'field,    Ky  m*    James   ?hiHio   Arnold 
a.    1-9-1936  Franklin,    Ky.  h'   9-11-1902* Simpson   Co.,    J 

a.    James   Phillio  Arnold  Jr 

b.  5-11-1937  Franklin     Kv  m*   ^acouelyn  Kay  Worth 
a.    1-23-1960  0'boro,    Ky.  b*    9"30-1939    0'boro,    Ky. 

1.    James   Phillip   Arnold  m 
b.    2-28-1961  Lexington,    Ky. 
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b.   Richard  Duke  Arnold  m.   Marcia  Ann   Price 

b.    5-21+-19U2   Franklin,   Ky.  b.   1-27-Wj. 

m.    6-27-1965  Orlinda,    Tenn.  fRftNKUiM.KtNUcKy 

1.   Natalie   Elizabeth  Arnold 

b.  10-6-1967  Greensboro,  N.  G. 
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Children  of  John  Mason  Dyer 

(1829-198?) 

and 

Soohronia  Jane    (Pierson)   Dyer 


IX.      MARSHALL  THOMPSON   DYER 

b.  1-31-1869  Union  Co.,  Ky. 

m.  (1) 

m.  (2)  1911 

d.  10-27-1^38  Fayetteville,  Tenn. 


m.  (1)  Clara  Coleman 

b.  1^-18-1869 
d.  2-   -1962 

(2)   Beatrice  Hobbs 

b.   14--17-1875 

d. 


"Marsh,"    as   Marshall  Thompson  was    called 
by  his   family,   was    the   seventh   son,    ninth 
child,    of   the   John  Mason   Dyers.      He    ~ot 
his   early   education   at  Independence,    the 
lo~   schoolhouse    that  was   near   the   family 
home.      Not  much   is   known   by   the   writer 
of    this    about  his    education    other   than 
he  hal    a  year's    schooling   at  Cumberland 
College    at   Lebanon,    Tenn. 

Marsh  was   very  musical   ani    could   play 
any   tune  he   heard.     He    often   played   for 
dances    in  his   neighborhood.    (Ref.    A.    A.) 

Dr.    Dyer   lived    at   Fayetteville,    Tennessee 
where  he  fitted    -lasses. 

After  his   divorce   from  his   first  wife, 
he   and  Heatrice  Hobbs   were  married   on 
January   11;,    1911. 

Two  boys,   Marshall   Thompson    Jr.    and 
Frederic   Caldwell   were   born    to    the   first 
union.      One   daurhter,   Martha  Genevieve, 
was   born   to   the   second  union. 

Clara  Coleman  Dyer  married    twice   .nore    .    .    .    (1)    Scott  Knapp    .    .    . 
(2)  Walter  Clement. 


The  Marshall   ,Trhomp-on   Dyer   descendants    arr    as   follows: 
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1.  Marshall  Thompson  Dyer  Jr. 
b.   5-17-1893 

d.   2-2^-1895 
bur.   Kuttawa,    Ky. 

2.  Col.   Frederic   Caldwell   Dyer 
b.    7-31-1899 

m. 

d.    12-29-1961 

a.  Fred  C.   Dyer   Jr. 
b.    5-2!i-1922 

m. 

1.  Fred   C.    Dyer   III 
b.    6-15-1957 

2.  John  Marshall   Dyer 
b.    9-8-1958 

3.  James   Lee  Dyer 
b. 

b.  Colin  Marshall  Dyer 
b.    9-5-1923 

m. 

1.  Fred   Colin  Dyer 

b.  8-9-1955 

2.  Gerald  Neal  Dyer 
b.  3-28-1957 

3.  Carol  Sue  Dyer 
b.  2-19-1959 

c.  Robert  C.  Dyer 
b.  12-3-1921]. 

1.  Anne  Elaine  Dyer 
b.  8-23-1952 

2.  Robert  C.  Dyer  Jr. 
b.  9-18-1957 

3.  Martha  Genevieve  Dyer 
b.    6-9-1913 

m. 
d. 


m.   Geraldine  Gibson 
b.    10-5-1399 

d. 
m.   Mary  Lee  LeClair 


m.   Dorothy  Giles 


m.   Mary  Ellen  Collins   Dawi^n 


m.   Kenneth  H.    Vaunhn 
b.    12-^-1899 

d.    8-2-1961 


Children  of  John  Mason  Dyer 

(1829-1887) 

and 

Sophronia  Jane  (Piers on)  Dye] 
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X.      ATTAV/AY  MARCELLA   OYER 

b.   9-10-1870  Union  Co.,    Ky. 
m.    (1)    1906 
(2)    1920 

d.    3-7-1970  Greensboro,    N.    C 


m.    (1)    Rev.   Charles  Kewton   V/harton 
b.    1867   Greensboro,    N".    0. 
(2)    Edward   Pays  on   V/harton 

b.  18905s? 

d.  1932  Greensboro,  K.  0. 


Attaway  Marcella,  called  Attie  by  most, 
but  lovingly  called  A.  A.  b  her  nieces 
and  nephews  as  she  always  signed  her 
letters  '..  A.  (meaning  Aunt  Attie).   3he 
was  named  for  her  grandmother,  Marcella, 
and  her  Aunt  Att.   Attie  loved  her  Aunt 
Att  very  dearly  as  she  had  cone  to  live 
with  the  John  Mason  3yer  family  after  I-irs 
Dyer  died.   As  Attie  was  only  eighteen 
months  old,  her  Aunt  Att  seemed  like  a 
mother  to  her. 


Attie  was  riven  an  unusu 
for  girls  of  her  da;  .   A 
Independence,  the  neiah. 
went  to  Hatfield's  Home 
for  nine  years.   She  the 
school  at  the  Laaoda  Ind 
and  a  year  at  a  private 
She  attended  college  at 
graduating  with  a  degree 
Science.   A  summer  cours 
music  at  Chicago  and  ori 
in  Morsanf  iel '  comol^ted 


ally  rood  education 
fter  two  year s  at 
orhood  school,  she 


School  at 


.seyville 


n  had  two  years 
i  a  r.  a  "  r  arm  ar  School 
school  in  Render con. 
Lebanon,  Tennessee, 

of  r  ache  lor  of 
e  of  put  lie  school 
vate  French  lessons 

her  education. 


Attie  taurht  music  for  a  shirt  time  (at  fifty  cents  an  hour 
served  as  r:overness  in  Hopkinsville  for  a  brief  time. 


nd 


In   1906,    A.ttie  married   Rev.   C.   N.   Wharton,    pastor    o:1   the  Morganfield 
Presbyterian   Church.      Eight   years    later   they    accepted    a  call    to   a 
church  in   Andalusia,    Alabama,    where    they   stayei  for   the   next    six 
years.      Crestview  Presbyterian  Church   in   Louisville,   Kentucky,    was 
their   last   pastorate    as   Rev.    '.."barton   w:s    taken   by   death  while 
serving  there. 

By  1920  Attie   V.harton  became  Attie  V/harton  Wharton    as    she  had  ma^ied 
E.    P.   V/harton,    a   cousin   of  her   first   husband.      E.    P.,    as    she   called 
him,    was   president   of   the  Greensboro  Exchange  Pank,    ana   President   of 
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the  National  Bank.  He  was  an  active  civic  and  church  leader.  The 
Vhartons  lovely  home  on  Asheboro  Street  became  a  center  of  church, 
civic,  and  social  activities.   Death  claimed  Mr.  Wharton  in  1932* 

Attie  and  her  two  husbands  had  many  interesting  travels.   Charlie 
took  her  to  the  Holy  Land  and  to  Egypt.   E.  P.  took  her  to  France 
and  on  many  other  trips.   In  later  years  Attie  was  sent  to  Oslo, 
Norway  by  her  church  in  recognition  of  her  many  years  of  teaching 
in  the  Sunday  School. 

Attie  Wharton  Wharton  held  many  civic,  cultural,  and  church  offices 
herself.   As  president  of  the  Reviewer's  Club,  she  served  two  years. 
She  was  active  in  the  United  Daughters  of  the  Confederacy.   Her 
church  work,  though,  was  her  main  interest.   She  served  four  years 
as  president  of  the  Woman's  Auxiliary  and  fourteen  years  as  chairman 
of  the  Mission  Court  at  Richmond.   She  was  awarded  a  life  membershio 
to  the  Auxiliary  in  recognition  of  her  outstanding  work.   She  was  a 
Sunday  School  teacher  for  fifty  ye^rs.   She  proved  her  devotion  to 
her  church  by  tithing  her  entire  life. 
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Attie  found  her  financial  standing  after  E.  P.'s  death  precarious. 
However  through  wise  investments  and  shrewd  handling  of  what  finances 
she  had  she  did  quite  well.   Through  her  generosity  Montreat  Assembly _ 
Inn  got  a  lovely  new  porch  where  guests  could  enjoy  the  lovely  mountain 
view.  Missions  received  over  $100,000.00  at  her  death. 


125th  Celebration 
Jane  Dyer  Arnold,  Orville  Dyer,  Sail 

Aunt  Attie 


Dyer, 


an; 


dying  day.   She  dressed  in 

Even   at  ninety-nine  her  favorite   shoes   were   red   ones 


the  best  of  styles 


Attie  attended  the 
125th  Presbyterian 
Celebration  of  the 
Horganfield  church 
in  September,  196I+, 
where  she  and  Charlie 
Wharton  first  served, 
and  was  asked  to  be 
the  guest  speaker. 
Even  though  she  was 
ninety-four  years  old 
she  made  the  plane 
trip  alone  and  was  the 
star  of  the  celebration, 
A  neighbor,  ta-cine  her 
to  catch  her  plane, 
told  her,  "Roll  them 
in  the  aisles."   She 
did  as  she  related 
humorous,  as  well  as 
inspirational  moments 
that  hapoened  as  she 
and  Rev.  Wharton 
served  that  church. 

Attie  loved  music. 
She  played  the  piano 
and  also  enjojed 
sine-ins*.   Other  talents 
she  had  were  dramatics 
and  creative  writin~. 
Attie  male  the  most  of 
her  appearance  .  .  . 
he"  "wrinkle  cream" 
and  bright  nail  polish 
were  essentials  to  her 
loved  colorful  clothes. 


Though  Attie  never  had  children  of  her  own,  she  was  always  interested 
in  young  people  and  encouraged  them  to  make  the  most  of  themselves. 
She  did  much  to  keep  the  far  flun?  families  of  her  brothers  and  sisters 
interested  in  each  other.   She  corresponded  with  many  of  them,  always 
9ncouraging      to  get  an  education,  to  work  diligently  in  their 


churches,  and  to  be  proud  of  their  heritage. 


While  in  Horganfield  in 
five  the  blessing.   She 


196Lj.  she  was  asked 
would  tao  her  foot 


on  several  occasions  to 
until  she  got  the  right 


71. 

rhythm  and  then  repeat  part  of  the  103  Psalm:   "Bless  the  Lord,  0  my 
soul;  and  all  tha^  is  within  me,  bless  His  holy  name.   Bless  the 
Lord,  0  my  soul,  and  forrret  not  all  his  benefits;  Who  forrriveth  all 
thine  iniquities;  who  hesleth  all  thy  diseases;  Who  redermeth  thy 
life  from  destruction;  who  crowneth  thee  with  loving  kindness  and 
tender  mercies;  Who  satisfieth  thy  mouth  vrith  good  things.   Amen." 

When  asked  her  philosophy  of  life,  she  readily  replied,  "I'm  a 
child  of  God,  and  I  never  feel  sorry  for  myself." 

Probably  the  article  written  by  Jim  Bishop  fives  the  best  insight 
into  her  unusual  personality: 


-THE    UNION   COUNTY   ADVOCATE,  MORGANFIELD,    KY.— OCT.   31,    19*3 
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This 
Will 


Former  Resident 
Teach  North  Carolina 


(Editors  Note  The  following  story 
was  written  by  Tim  Bishop,  a  report- 
er tor  the  Miami  Herald.  Miami.  Fla  . 
and  la  about  Mrs.  Attaway  Dyer  Whar- 
ton Wharton,  of  Greensboro,  N  C  .  a 
native  of  Morganfield,  Ky.) 

The  soverign  state  of  North  Caro- 
lina is  fighting  a  small,  defense- 
less woman.  The  state  is  bound  to 
tose.  Mrs.  Attaway  Dyer  Wharton 
Wharton  wants  a  driver's  license, 
and  there  isn't  anything  this  side 
of  the  Lord's  judgment  which  will 
keep  ber  from  getting  it.  The  fact 
that  she  is  93  years  old  is  irrelev- 
ant. She  may  not  drive  well,  but 
she  drives  fast,  and  that's  some- 
thing. 

The  state  has  a  law  which  speci- 
fies that  drivers  over  80  must  un- 
dergo a  complete  test  every  four 
years.  Mrs.  Attaway  Dyer  Whar- 
ton Wharton— known  to  her  friends 
as  "A.A."— went  thru  the  test  at 
89  and  failed  on  backing  into  a 
parking  space.  She  went  back  to 
her  neat  little  house  on  Myers  Lane 
in  Greensboro,  and  thought  about 
it.  She  is  5  feet  3  inches  tall,  has 
thin  snowy  hair,  dresses  in  excel- 
lent taste,  and  panders  to  her  fem- 
inine vanity  by  wearing  both  cor- 
set and  uplift. 

Sometimes,  she  wears  a  velvet 
ribbon  around  her  throat.  She 
phoned  her  girl  friends-all  in  the 
70s,  80s  and  90s— and  told  them 
that  she  proposed  to  fight  the  State 
of  North  Carolina  right  into  the 
ground.  The  girls  applauded,  be- 
cause, without  A.  A.,  none  of  them 
ever  get  out  of  the  house.  A.  A.'s 
car  is  for  riding  and  chatting.  It 
is  also  the  means  of  getting  to 
funerals. 

A.  A.  went  back  for  that  license 
six  times.  And  six  times  the  sov- 
erign state  of  North  Carolina  turn- 
ed the  fragile  bit  of  Southern  wo- 
man down.  She  went  back  the 
seventh  time,  and  passed  the  test. 
She  celebrated  by  pouring  down  a 
road  93  miles  per  hour.  She  pass- 
ed a  car  making  80.  The  lights  of 
another  car  were  coming  up 
against  her.  As  they  all  squeaked 
by,  A.  A.,  shrieked  "Oopsy,"  and 
everybody  had  a  good  laugh.  Still, 
in  40  years,  the  lady  has  never  had 
an  accident. 


She  is,  by  any  standard,  indomit- 
able. Five  years  ago  she  sustain- 
ed a  slight  stroke.  She  returned  to 
consciousness  with  men  patting  her 
cheeks.  She  opened  one  eye  and 
said:  "For  goodness  sake,  pat-up 
—up— not  down."  She  is  also  a 
member  of  the  local  literary  club, 
and  does  research  on  Greensboro 
history.  She  told  her  grandniece, 
a  playwright  named  Maryat  Lee, 
that  she  likes  to  put  "a  little  dirt 
in  it."  Once  she  wrote  about  a 
devil-ma.y<are  man  who  said  Dam 
mit." 

About  80  years  ago,  she  attended 
a  Young  Ladies  Seminary  in  her 
native  Kentucky.  Later,  she  taught 
school. 

Mrs.  Attaway  Dyer  had 
numerous  beaux,  and,  after  tossing 
her  pretty  head  over  the  matter 
for  a  long  time,  she  married  Mr. 
Charles  Wharton,  a  Cumberland 
Presbyterian  preacher. 

He  was  a  widower,  but  she  did- 
n't think  much  about  his  first  wife, 
Floradell.  until  the  reverend  passed 
on  to  his  reward.  Then  A.  A. 
found  he  had  an  old  will  which 
specified  that  she  should  be  buried 
in  the  state  of  Mississippi  with 
Floradell.  So.  A.  A.  shipped  him 
off  and,  after  all  the  conditions  of 
the  will  had  been  met,  shipped  him 
back. 

loiter,  she  fell  in  love  with  Char- 
lie's cousin  a  gay  and  rich  bank- 
er named  E.  P.  Wharton.  She  lov- 
ed E.  P.  And  E.  P.  loved  A.  A. 
He  took  her  on  a  honeymoon  trip 
to  the  Holy  Land.  When  she  re- 
turned she  was  so  happy  that  she 
began  to  feel  sorry  for  Floradell. 
So  she  had  Charlie  dug  up  again 
and  shipped  back  to  Mississippi. 

E.  P.  was  good  to  the  poor.  He 
spent  money  to  send  Negroes  to 
Negro  colleges  years  ago.  He  had 
a  big  automobile  and  a  big  paunch 
and  a  big  heart.    However,  he  too 


had  been  married  before.  He  too 
had  a  cemetery  plot,  and  when  ho 
passed  on,  he  was  with  his  first 
wife  and  some  other  kin.  Now 
there  is  oniv  a  half  grave  left  for 
A.  A. 

But  Mrs.  Attaway  Dyer  Whar 
ton  Wharton  is  a  fighter.  She 
would  like  the  cemettry  to  close 
a  small  road.  SomerL.v,  vhen  she 
dies,  her  feet  will  be  out  in  that 
road.  She  doesn't  want  cars  driv- 
ing over  them.  It  wi!!  be  done  Bet 
on  it. 

At  93,  A.  A.  looks  65.  She  has 
a  tiny  voice,  persistent  and  queru- 
lous and  Southern  and  she  read-? 
omniverously  and  has  as  much 
public  spirit  as  the  entire  Kennedy 
family.  She  makes  it  her  personal 
business  to  know  everything  that 
is  going  on  in  Greuisbcro  and,  if 
she  can't  find  it  out  in  the  focal 
newspapers  and  The  Charlotte  Ob- 
server, she  uses  the  phone  and 
calls  her  girl  friends. 

On  September  lOth,  A.  A.  reach- 
ed her  93rd  birthday,  and  that 
durned  old  license  fell  due  again. 
All  the  girls  got  together  for  a 
strategy  conference  and  the  con- 
sensus was  that  A.  A.  had  better 
start  practicing  backing  up.  She 
would  not  do  it.  She  had  done  it 
four  years  ago,  and  had  proved  she 
could  do  it  on  the  seventh  attempt. 

Until  that  day,  she  went  whizzing 
thru  the  streets,  sitting  straight 
and  high.  Now  the  car  sits  in 
front  of  the  house.  She  went  to  the 
motor  vehicle  inspector's  office  and 
took  the  test.  A.  A.  failed.  For  a 
moment,  her  courage,  flagged.  She 
went  home  and  put  a  "For  Sale" 
sign  in  her  car.  Since  then,  the 
sign  has  come  down,  and  A.  A.  is 
practicing  backing  up. 

This  is  something  that  North 
Carolina  better  team,  too  . . . 
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Children  of  John  Mason  Dyer 
(1829-1887) 
and 
Mary  Elizabeth  (Welch)  Dyer 

XI,   CALVERT  WELCH  DYER 

b.  1-13-1877  Union  Co.,  Ky. 
d.  11-2-1914-1  Decatur,  111. 

Calvert  was  the  eighth  son,  eleventh  child  of  John  Mason  Dyer.   His 
mother  was  Mary  Elizabeth  Welch  (Mollie),  a  descedant  of  John  Calvert, 
the  first  Lord  Baltimore,  who  settled  Baltimore,  Maryland. 

Calvert  started  in  school  at  Independence,  but  after  his  father's 
death  when  Calvert  was  ten  years  old,  he,  his  mother,  and  two 
younp-er  brothers  moved  to  Evansville,  Indiana. 

Calvert  was  a  graduate  of  Cumberland  University  at  Lebanon,  Tennessee. 
Later  he  served  as  registrar  and  dean  at  John  Millikan  College  in 
Decatur,  111. 

Calvert  died  in  19l).l  and  is  buried  at  Decatur,  111. 


Children  of  John  Mason  Dyer 
(1829-1387) 

and 
Mary  Elizabeth  (Welch)  Dyer 
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XII.   DR.  WALLACE  CUFTIS  DYER 

b.  1-10-1880  Union  Co.,  Ky. 

m.      1907 

d.      1932  Evansville,  Ind . 


m.  Eva  Knapp 

b. 

d. 


T>R.  WALLACE  C.  DYEE 


Wallace  Curtis 
child,  of  John 
Mary  Wli?=beth 
wife.  She  was 
the  first  Lord 
Maryland. 


Dyer  was  the  ninth 
Mason  Dyer. 


mother 


twe  1  th 
was 


His 
Welch  Dyer,  Mr.  Dys 
a  descendant  of  John  Calvert, 
Baltimore,  who  settled  Baltimore, 


Wallace  was  six  when  his  father  died.   "oon 
after  his  father's  death,  'rallace,  his  mother, 
and  two  brothers  moved  to  Evansville,  Indiana, 
as  their  mother  felt  educational  opportunities 
were  better  there  for  her  young  sons. 

Wallace  graduated  from  Central  High  School  In 

Evansville  and  then  went  to  Cumberland 
University  at  Lebanon,  Tennessee  where  he 
received  his  law  degree.   He  practiced  lav; 
for  a  short  time  in  Mississippi,  but  returned 
to  Evansville  to  reenter  newspaper  work  as 
he  had  learned  to  like  that  kind  of  work  while 
serving  as  cub  reporter  during  his  high 
school  summer  vacations. 


In  1°07,  Wallace  entered  medical  school  at  the  University  of  Colorado, 
receiving  his  decree  there  in  1912.  He  took  his  specialized  training 
in  eye,  ear,  nose  and  throat  work  at  Harvard  University  and  served 
his  internship  at  Foston.   He  returned  to  Evansville  to  establish 
h"s  practice  that  brought  him  prominence  in  his  chosen  work. 

Wallace  s^r-ed  in  World  War  I  as  a  major  in  the  medical  corps.   He 
'anced  to  the  rank  of  lieutenant  colonel  while  at  Camp  Mills. 

In  1919,  after  his  discharge,  he  was  asked  to  serve  on  the  staffs 
at  both  Deaconess  and  St.  Mary's  hospitals.  This  was  in  addition 
to  his  private  practice. 

It  -.--PS  in  1907  that  Wallace  married  Eva  Knapp,  the  daughter  of  a 
very  prominent  Evansville  doctor.   One  son,  Wallace  Jr.,  was  born 

this  couple.   He,  like  his  f other,  made  a  doctor  of  himself, 
specializing  in  ear,  nose  and  throat.   He  practices  in  Evansv'lle, 
Indiana. 


Ih 


Dr.   Dyer   and  his   wife   are   buried   at   the   Oak  Hill   cemetery.      Their 
descendants    are   listed   below: 


1.      Dr.   Wallace  Knapp  Dyer 

b.      9-10-1912   Evansville,    Ind. 

m.    12-23-1939      ^>'i«l  sp/mfc  E^^v'iLLe.lNaiflM^ 

a.    Wallace   Knano   Dyer   II 

b.    10-25-1919   Evansville,    Ind. 


n.    Alice    Province 

b.    H-ll-1913   Indiana 
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Children  of  John  Mason  Dyer 

(1829-1687) 

and 

Mary  Elizabeth    (Welch)   Dyer 


XIII.      BRYAN   CARROLL  DYER 

b.    11-21-1882   Union   Co.,    Ky 

m. 

3,      3_31-19hL(.  Decatur,    111. 

bur.   Greenwood   Cem. 


-.     Jffie  Montj 

>  . 


Rrvan   Carroll   we?    the    tenth   son,    thirteen t1     child,    of   Jol  n  >n 

r)yer.  His  mother  was  Mary  Elizabeth  'T^lch  (Mollie),  a  desc  •  '■  it 
of  John  Calvert,  the  first  Lord  Ealtimore,  who  settled  !  alt  in  or  , 
Mary  1  and . 

Eryan  was    only   five   when  his   father  died.      V.'ith  his  r     the     ,    r.      -:.  } 
his    two  brothers,    Calvert   and  Wallace,   moved   to   Kvansviilo,  n-. . 

Little    is    known  by    this   writer   of   the    education    Dr    profession    of 
Bryan.      He    lived    at  Decatur,    111. 

Bryan   died   in   195U   &nd   is   buried   at   the  Greenwood    Jemetcry    in 
Decatur,    111. 
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GRIZELL  DELL  (GRACIE)  MCKEE 

b.  ca.  1782  Va. 

m.  3-2-1803  Augusta  Co.,  Va. 

(Ref.  Bond) 
d.  ca.  1810  Henderson  Co.,  Ky. 

(now  Union  Co. ) 


m, 


WILLIAM  DYER 


b, 
m, 


1780 
Anna 


Va. 
Harris 


Aug.  1835 
Union  Co . ,  Ky  , 


(Though  the  marriage  bond  shows  William  Dyer's  bride's  name  as 
Grizel  Dell  McKee,  it  is  thought  by  the  researcher  that  probably 
the  clerk  mispelled  her  name  as  it  known  that  a  close  neighbor  of 
the  McKees  was  named  Grizella  (Mrs.  David  McCroskie)  and  more 
than  likely  Grizel  McKee  was  really  named  Grizella,  for  her.   Both 
used  the  nickname,  Gracie.) 

Grizel  Dyer  was  the  daughter  of  a  Revolution  soldier,  Private 
James  McKee  who  was  dead  in  1803  when  his  daughter,  Grizel, 
married.   Her  mother  appears  to  be  Janet  Tel(d)ford,  daughter 
of  Alexander  and  Sarah  Telford  of  Rockbridge  Co.,  Va. 

From  extensive  research  and  a  very,  very  strong  hunch,  but  no 
positive  proof,  the  writer  believes  that  James  McKee,  father  of 
Grizel  Dyer,  was  the  fourth  child  of  Virginia  Pioneer,  John  McKee, 
and  his  first  wife,  Jane  (Logan)  McKee. 

The  McKee  family  is  so  extensive  and  confusing  that  it  is  necessary 
to  give  some  background  information  to  help  one  understand.   The 
following  is  taken  from  Perrin's  Kentucky  History,  fifth  edition, 
and  from  notes  of  the  McKee  researcher,  James  0.  McKee: 

"The  McKee  family  is  of  Scotch-Irish  lineage  and  one  of  the  early 
and  prominent  pioneer  families  of  the  valley  of  Virginia,  Western 
Pennsylvania,  and  Kentucky  and  its  representatives  are  scattered 
throughout  the  Union.   Passing  from  Scotland  to  Ireland  during  the 
civil  wars  of  the  period  of  William  and  Mary,  strongly  espousing 
the  cause  of  the  Protestant  Irish,  and  assisting  in  settling  affairs 
in  that  county,  they  remained  and  settled  in  North  of  Ireland.   In 
1737,  when  a  large  migration  of  Scotch-Irish  Presbyterians  emigrated 
to  Pennsylvania  and  the  valley  of  Virginia  took  place,  at  least 
five  and  maybe  ten  or  eleven  McKee  brothers  came  with  the  colony. 
Two  of  them,  John  and  Robert,  settled  on  a  portion  of  Burden's 
grant,  on  Carr ' s  (Kprr ' s )  Creek,  in  what  is  now  Rockbridge  Co., 
about  eight  miles  northwest  of  Lexington.   Three  brothers  settled 
in  and  near  Lancaster,  Pa.  remaining  at  that  place  until  1760, 
when  William  and  James  moved  to  Augusta  Co.,  Va.  from  whence 
William's  family  moved  in  1788  to  Kentucky,  and  settled  in  Mason 
and  Montgomery  Counties." 

Not  only  did  the  children  of  Virginia  Pioneer  William  McKee 
emigrate  to  Kentucky,  but  several  of  the  children  of  Virginia 
Pioneer  John  and  at  least  one  son  of  Virginia  Pioneer  Robert. 
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To  confuse  it  further,  Col.  William  McKee  (son  of  Pioneer  Robert) 
married  Miriam  McKee,  daughter  of  Virginia  Pioneer  John  McKee. 
These  first  cousins  married  and  raised  fourteen  children  .  .  . 
many  of  them  staying  in  Kentucky. 

The  family  and  descendants  of  Pioneer  John  McKee  are  given  below 
as  it  is  from  this  branch  of  the  family  that  our  Grizell  Dell 
(McKee)  Dyer  comes.   Grizell's  brother,  Alexander,  also  lived 
and  died  in  Union  County  in  1832.   Two  first  cousins,  Honorable 
Samuel  McKee  and  his  brother  David  Logan  McKee  owned  1000A  of 
land  in  Union  County  for  a  short  time  (between  181*1-1826). 

It  is  not  known  by  the  writer  how  Grizell  and  her  husband,  William 
Dyer,  arrived  in  Kentucky  or  just  when,  but  it  is  known  from  family 
tradition  that  their  first  child,  James  Dyer,  was  born  near 
Natural  Bridge,  Va.   Soon  afterwards  they  emigrated  to  Kentucky 
and  possibly  stayed  a  short  while  with  relatives  in  Central  Kentucky 
before  going  with  the  John  Masons  by  flatboat  to  Henderson  Co.  in 
180*4. 

A  quick  study  of  the  McKee  family  will  show  that  the  family  was 
not  only  prolific  but  played  an  important  part  in  the  political 
and  social  life  of  their  day.   Many  of  the  men  had  outstanding 
war  records  .  .  .  Revolution,  French  and  Indian,  Mexican,  and 
War  of  1812. 

One  of  the  best  known  McKees  that  emigrated  from  Virginia  to 
Kentucky  was  Col.  William  McKee.   He  and  his  wife,  Miriam,  who 
was  his  first  cousin,  built  a  home  in  Garrard  County  at  Lancaster, 
Kentucky.   They  called  their  home,  "Duncan  Place." 

Col.  McKee  served  in  the  colonial  army  during  the  Revolution 
War  and  in  the  state  government  of  Virginia.   He  was  a  trustee 
of  Liberty  Hall  College  (now  Washington  and  Lee).   He  was  a  member 
of  the  convention  that  adopted  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States.   He  and  his  wife  were  the  parents  of  thirteen  children. 
One  of  their  sons,  Samuel,  became  owner  of  Duncan  Place  after 
his  parents  died.   He  made  extensive  additions  to  the  original 
house.   Samuel  was  a  prominent  lawyer  and  politician,  serving 
in  the  U.  S.  Congress  from  1809  through  1817. 

The  following  McKee  chart  shows  how  many  of  the  descendants  of 
Virginia  Pioneer  John  McKee  were  kin,  where  they  settled,  and 
who  their  decendants  were: 


VA.    PIONEER   JOHN  MCKEE 
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John  McKee 

b.  1708  Ireland 
m.  (1)  1-29-17^ 

(2)  12-12-1765 
d.  3-2-1792  Rockbridge  Co. 
Will  prob.  1792 
1738  Emigrated  to  Pa. 
1757  Emigrated  to  Va.  with  bro. 
Robert 
Settled  or-  Kerr  Cr.,  Borden's  Grant 


m.  (1)  Jane  Logan 
b. 


k.  1763  by  Indians,  Kerr.  Cr, 
Rockbridge  Co. 

m.  (2)  Rosanr.ah  Cunningham 
b.  1728 
d.  1 -19-1806 


John  McKee 
b.  prob.  17^5 

d. 1815 

Father  willed  him  all  his  real  and  personal  estate. 

Left  no  children 

Mary  Weir  McKee 
b.  6-11-17^6 
d.  6-3-1822 


3 .  Miriam  McKee 

b.  9-27-lc'+7 
m.  5-20-1766 
d.  10-3-1796  Lin.  Co.  (now  Garrard) 


a .  John 

b.  1767 

m.  179^ 

d.  1818  111. 

liaised  a  large  family 

b.  Nancy  (Agnes) 
b.  1768 

m.  17S8 

c.  Robert  (1) 
b.  1770 

d.  1775 

d.  William 
b.  1771 

e.  James  (l) 
b.  1773 
d.  1773 

f.  Hon.  Samuel 
b.  10-13 -177k 
m.  6-25-1807 

d.  1626  Hickman  Co.,  Ky. 


m.  Col.  Win.  McKee  (R.)  (^or.  of 
Robert,  her  first  cousin) 
b.  1732  Ireland 

d.  10-16-1816  Garrard  Co. 
bur.  Gilbert  Cr.  Meeting  II. 

(Garrsro  Co. 
With  Braddock  at  i,cf. 

(Pt.  Pleasant) 
Serv.  Va.  Leg. 
Emig.  fr.  Va.  to  Ky.  1793 
m.  Folly  Patton 


m.  (1)  Rev.  James  Wilson 
d.  1602 
(2)  J.  Houston 


m.  Widow  Davis  (a  relative) 


m.  Martha  Robertson  (Mercer  Co.) 
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Hera,  of  Congress  1609-1817 
State  and  U.  3.  Dist.  Judge 
Served  in  '.Jar  under  Gen.  Harrison 

1.  Col.  Vim.  Robertson  KcKee     m.  J-ne  M.  Wilso" 
b.  9-29-1808 

d.  i6L7  Buena  Vista,  Mex.  War 
West  Point  Graduate 

a.  Martha  Robertson     m.  Stephen  Jones 

b.  George  Wilson 

c.  Lt.  Hugh  Wilson 

2.  Hon  George  Robertson  KcKee 
b.  5-27-1810 

d. 

Lived  Somerset,  Ky.  &  Covington 

3.  Dr.  Alexander  Roberts  on  tiilfee,    m.  Mary  Ashby 
b.  2-l+-l8l6  Lancaster,  Ky. 

d.     1886  Danville 
Lived  Danville  cl  Richmond,  Ky . 
a  .  Samuel 

b.  Ashby 

c.  George 

d.  Logan 

e.  Alexander 

f.  Margaret  Logan 

h.    Jane  Logan  KcKee  in.  Dr.  Ren  Duncan  (Lanes  -ter) 

b.  8-23-1818 
g.  Robert  (2) 

b.  1776 

d.  1778 
h.  Jane  m.  

b.  1779 

d.  1800 

Left  one  child 
i.  Ebenezer 

b.  1781 

d.  1783 
J.  Mary  weir  (Folly)  m.  John  a.  Lapsley  (Lancaster) 

b.  1783 

Lived  in  Missouri 
k.  David  Logan  m.  Betsey  Brown  Letcher 

b.  7-19-1786  (sister  of  Gov.  Letcher) 

d.  1830  Garrard  Co. ,  Ry. 

1.  Nancy  m.  Ron.  Denton  (Somerset,  Kv.) 

2.  Patsy  m.  Kinnard  (Lancaster) 

3.  Betty  m.  Pope  (Illinois) 

k,   Miriam  m.  Bishop  (Lancaster) 

5.  Hon.  Alex  (R.)  m.  Martinette  H=rdin 
b.  1815 

d.  1865  Panama 

Lived  Pulaski  Co.,  Ky. 

6.  Ron.  Robert 

Lived  New  Orleans,  La. 

7.  William 

Lived  Lexington,  Ky. 
6.  Hon.  James  Findley 
Lived  Kansas 


82. 


1.  Hueh  Ware  "'-•    (1)    Let-ice   Campbell 

(2)   Marial  H.    Graham 

b.    1788 
m.    (1)    1816 
(2)   18?6 
d.    lBl8   or   l8li9   Lancaster,    K-  . 
Lt.   War   of  1812 

1 .  I T ir !. an  m.    Pe  tty    (  Ver  sallies,    Ky . ) 

2.  Elizabeth  in.    Smith    (Lancaster,   Ky.) 

3.  Margaret   E.  m.    Fernardsdal    (Harrodsbur^ ) 

h  .    Janes   F. 

Liv°~  Harrods1  urp 

5.  Hu-b 

n.  Janes  (2)  .  Mary  Lapslev 

b.  1790 

n.  I6l8 
d.  1866 
Lived  Mississippi 

1.  Miriam 

b.  1819 
2  .  M ary  C  . 

b.  1822 
3.  Martha  E. 

b.  1536 
h. .    John  L. 

b.  1827 

Lived  Keokuk,  Iowa 

5.  James  F. 
b.  1830 
Lived  Texas 

6.  Hon.  Samuel 
Lived  Keokuk,  Iowa 

k.   James  McKee  m,   janet  Telford 


> 


(dau.    of  Alexander   T--  if-    " ) 
b.    ca.    1752  b.    10-19-173* 

m.    5-26-1781  Augusta  Co. 
Re  E*.    Chalkey  Vol.    2,    p.    359 
-'.    '  sf .    I803  ^#   Il-30-1800 

.   dau-hter's  marriage   V  ond 
Served   as   Private   in   Rev. 
Willed   Red  Home   Pam  by   father,    John 


33. 


a.  Grizell  Dell  McKee  m.  William  Dyer 

b.  ca.  1782  Rockbrido-e  Co.,  Ky . 
m.  3-2-1803  Augusta  Co.,  Va. 

(ref.  marriage  bond) 
d.  ca.  1810  Utiluu  Co.,  Ky. 

Uetideir5cr\   £,,  (no^  Urn'*1*  6«j     ) 

1.    James   Dyer  m.   Marcella  Mason 

dau.    of   John  Mason 
b.    2-lL-lBOU.   near  Nat.   Frid-e,    Va.        b.    Q-23-1803  Ky. 
m.    9-15-1825  Union    Co.,    Ky. 
d.    1-23-1856    Union    Co.,    Ky.  d.    IO-3I-I87O  Union    Co, 

a.  Mary  E.  n.    John   Cordon  Finney 
b.    1826 

m. 

d.    1852 

b.  John  Mason  n.  Sonhronia  Jane  'i^rson 

b.   a-lo-IB29  b.    7-15-1B30 

m.    11-27-1851 

d.    8-13-1887  d.    10-7-1872  Union    Co. 

Had    thirteen   children 

c.  James   William  m.    (1)    Luticio  F.    Piers  on 

(2)   S.   Berry 
b.    1831 
m. 
d.    I876 

d.  Alexander  McKee 
b.    I833 

m. 

d.  I836 

e.  Aimed  a  Dorcas  m.  Jams  M.  Fedcea 
b.  I835' 

m. 

d.  18^8 

f.  At  tawny   G-race 
b.    1837 

m.    never  married 

a,  i?ii 

g.  Thomas   McKee 

b.  I8ii0 

m,   bachelor 

d.  1931 
h.    Catherine  m.   Marsh  Ouirey 

b.    18^2 

m. 

d.  1891+ 
i.   Marshall 

b.    1SU6 

m.    bachelor 

d.    1880 


8lw 


2.   John  Dyer 

b.   1-16-1808 

m. 

d.   2-17-1869 

Farmer,    blacksmith, 
gunsmith,    lived   near 
Raleigh,    Union   County 

a.    Do^c^s   Dyer 
t.   John   Will  Dyer 
■•  .   13L  0 

c.  J -nes  Harvey  Dyer 
b.    I3!i  6 

d.    1^06 

d.  Eliza!  eth  Dyer 


m.    Lauren   Talbott  Mason 
b.   2-26-1818 
d.    12-26-1371  Union    do, 


m.    Johnson  Kirk 
m.    Amelia  hrooks 

m.    Eniiin.e   Funk 


m.   Dr.   John  Murrj 


3.    Elizabeth   (Betsey)   Dyer 

:  .    ca.    1808  Henderson   Co. 
ra.   9-r29-l32b.  TTnion   Co.,   Ky. 
d.    i860 

a.   Cbittenden   Edwin  Ball 
b.    1828   Union    Co. 
s .    1903  Ball,    La. 


m.   Tazewell    '  all 

b.    1800  Va. 

d.    1828  Union    Co.,    Ky. 
m.   P  auline   7" 11<  y 


)i.   Henderson   Dyer 

\.    prob.    1809 
c3.    when   yogng 

William  Dyer  remarried   ;\nna  Harris    and  had   six  more   children, 


1.   Alexander  McKee 

b.    prob.    Rockbridge   Co.,   Va. 

m. 

d.    6-9-lq32  Union    Co.,    K~  . 

(Ref.   Will  Book  A,    p.   b?6) 

Served   in  Capt.    Jam.es  Bell's   Co.    (Rev.) 

Ref .   C-wa  thmey 

Left  Va.    for  Ky.    1802   Ref.   Chalkey 

.  John 

Lived  Rockbridse  Co.,  Va. 

Ref.  James  C.  McKee 

p.    lc;   under  C-r.   Fa.    John's  Family 

Ha"    -   1^- -r   fairdly 


d.  Probably  had  other  children 


85. 


5.    Robert  McKee 

b.    17514- 
m.    (1)    1786 
(2)    1795 
d.    1812 

Emirrated    to  Ky .    1788-90 
Lived  Woodford  Co. 
Later  Washington   Co.,    Pa. 
Known   as  Robert  Jr. 


m.    (1)   Margaret  Hamilton 
(cousin) 
(2)   Jane   Jacque 


a.  John 

Settled  in  Franklin  Co.,  Ky, 
Later  settled  in  Mo. 

b.  Samuel 

Lived  near  Frankfort,  Ky. 

c.  Robert  III 
Lived  in  Mo. 

d.  Margaret 

e.  Mary 

f.  James 

Lived  Woodford  Co.,  Ky. 


6.  William  McKee 


m.  Jean  Kennedy 


b.  1759 

d.  1790  Eetetourt  Co.,  Va. 

bur.  New  Providence  Church  Graveyard 

Willed  Highland  Eell  Plantation  by  father,  John 

Emif.  to  Ky.  about  1790 

Located  Mt.  Sterling,  Ky. 

Came  with  cousin  Col.  Wm.  McKee  and  other 

XcKees  that  settled  in  Mason  and  Montgomery  Co.s 

Often  confused  with  other  William  McKees 

a.  Col.  James  McKee 

1.  Ron.  Henry  Clay  McKee 
Mt.  Sterling  (Ref.  James 
0.  McKee,  p.  13,  No.  57) 


7.  David  McKee 

b.  17S0 
d.  1825 
Settled  Nicholasville  (Jessamine  Co.)  Ky. 

a.  John  (Indiana) 

b.  Robert  (Illinois) 

c.  David  (Woodford  Co.) 


m.  Ann  Dun lap 
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d.  James    (Jessamine  Co.,    later  Ohio) 

e.  Polly  m«   Elanton 

f.  Jane  m«  Mc^heten 

h.  Miriam  ™«  Clac^Rett 

i.  Marraret  (Peggy) 

.1.  Ann 


8.  Jane  Logan  McKee 

b.    1763 

k.    prob.   with  mother  by   Indians   in   176  3 


9.   John  McKee  Jr. 

t.  10-27-1771  or   1775 

m.  6-L-1798 

d.  12-1-1815 

Only  child  of  second  wife,  Rosannah 

(Cunningham)  McKee 
Left  no  children 


m.  Susannah  Simonds 


d.  3-20-1^15 


37. 

MCKEE  BIELIOGRAPHY 

Perrins  History  of  Kentucky.  Fifth  Idition 

Chalkey  History  of  Aupusta  County.,  Va . ,  Vol.  I,  II,  III 

DAR  Paper  Nat.  No.  Mf2|f80  by  Lstelle  Hopkins  Smith 

Research  papers  of  James  0.  McKee  Jr.  1530  State  Street,  Bettendorf, 
Iowa 

Will  of  Alexander  McKee,  Union  County,  Kentucky 

Union  County  Courthouse  Records 

1810  Census  of  Henderson  County,  Kentucky 

W.  T.  Bingham  Research 

Book  of  McKee s  by  Raymond  W .  McKee 

Military  Service  Records  of  Jemes  McKee  and  Alexander  McKee 

Threads  of  Ancestors  by  Mize  (Alexander  Tel(d)ford  Family) 

House  of  Memories.  Courier  Journal  Magazine,  August  6,  1956 

DAR  Paper  National  No.  l+J+2l+50  on  Pvt.  James  McKee  by  Mrs.  Joseph 
D.  Smith  of  Pineville,  La. 


"8. 


TSL(d)FOPD  FAMILY   of  Rockbridge   Co.,    7a. 


The  following  is   a  compilation   of  Tel(d)ford   information    of   the 
Alexander  Tel(d)ford  will   and  DAR   Patriot   Book   about  Virginia 
Telfords.     Alexander  Telford's   will    riven    in    "Threads    of    Ancestors" 
by  Mize,    Pub.    19  £6. 


Alexander  Tel(d)f ord 


b. 

1713 

d.    1793 
Ref.     ri: 

P 
LI 

OCkt 

Pk. 

ridge   Co., 
1,    o.    k2$ 

V  a . 

I. 

V 

d 

Llli 
.    17 

• 

on*] 

50 

Telf or i 
Dublin, 

Ire 

lar 

id 

II. 

J< 

?an 

or 

Janet  Telfo 

rd 

FT  TO"- 19 -1731; 

m.   5-26-17S1  Augusta  Co. 

d.  U-3O-I8OO  Rockbridge  Co. 


III.  David  Telford 
b.  1757 

Migrated  to  Tenn. 

IV.  Robert  Telford  (Private) 
b.  1762 
d.  9-23-lQ29 

V.  James  Telford 
b.  1763 
m.  1-13-175° 
-'■. 

VI.  Elizabeth  Telford 

VII.  \lexander  Telford* 

b.  6-1-1760  Rockbridge  Co. 

m.  (1)  1737 

m.  (2)  I7Q7 

d.  5-22-18UU  Miami.  Ohio 

Moved  to  Georgetown,  Ky.  1780-81; 

After  1800  moved  to  Ohio 


m .    o 


arah    (maybe  Mary) 


b. 

d.    after   1793 


m.    Rebecca 


Hung 


J  araes  McKe e 
b.    abt.    17^0 

d.    bef.    1S03    Prob. 


Poc cori 


rU-< 


lO. 


m.    Isabella  Sterratt 


m.    Jean  McCoskry   (dau.    of 
David   and   Grizella 
McCoskry ) 


m.    Joseph  McCoskry 

m.    (1)   Mary  McC am obeli 
(2)    Elizabeth  McCluns; 


Ma^ik/^  A'^*^^  JL/750 


I 

Y* 


>u»z 


*?» 
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MASON  FAMILY 


Two  daughters  of  the  John  Mason  family  married  two  sons  of  the 
William  Dyer  family  (James  Dyer  married  Marcella  Mason  and  John 
Dyer  married  Lauren  Mason).   This  makes  the  Mason  ancestry 
doubly  interesting. 


JOHN  MASON 

b.  10-15-1774  Va. 

m.   4-19-1802  Fayette  Co.,  Ky. 

d.   1-  8-1824  Union  County,  Ky. 


m.  DORCAS  WILSON 

b.  5-15-1782  prob.  Va. 

d.  1-13-1782  Bureau  Co., 
Illinois 


(The  writer  has  probably  done  more  and  had  done  more  research 
on  this  than  any  other  line  connected  with  this  family  study,  yet 
has  had  less  luck  than  with  any  line.   Her  research  started  in 
Albemarle  County,  Va.  where  family  tradition  said  the  Masons  were 
from.   After  letters  sent  there  and  twelve  other  close  by  Virginia 
counties,  the  marriage  record  for  John  Mason  to  Dorcas  Wilson  was 
found  in  Fayette  County,  Ky.   Since  there  were  several  other  Masons 
listed  in  early  records  of  Central  Kentucky,  it  seemed  plausible 
that  some  of  them  were  relatives  of  our  John,  but  to  date  (1972) 
none  of  these  have  been  proved  to  be  relatives.  With  the  able 
assistance  of  Mrs.  Carl  Boyd  of  Mt.  Sterling,  Ky. ,  who  has  been 
researching  the  Mason  line  for  over  25  years,  and  Admiral  R.  E. 
Ingersoll  of  Washington,  D.  C,  who  has  researched  many  Mason 
lines  of  Virginia  and  written  several  books  on  them,  all  we  can 
say  at  this  time  is  which  lines  our  John  Mason  does  not  descend 
from.   This  extensive  search  is  related  in  order  that  others 
wanting  to  do  further  research  might  be  saved  a  lot  of  hard 
and  fruitless  work.) 

Our  John  Mason  (1774-1824)  does  not  descend  from: 
Col.  George  Mason  V  of  Lexington,  Ky. 
Charles,  Micajah  or  Peter  Mason  of  Fayette  Co.,  Ky 
The  Masons  of  Hanover,  Orange,  Spotsylvania  Co.,  Va. 
The  Potomac  Masons 

Admiral  Ingersoll  does  give  suggestions  for  some  tedious  research 
that  might  prove  worthwhile:   "My  guess  is  that  Albemarle  County 
must  still  be  considered.   There  were  Masons  there  not  yet 
identified.   The  location  of  the  Wilsons  in  Frederick  County  must 
still  make  that  county  as  a  possible  home  for  your  Masons.   Orange 
County,  too,  had  Masons  in  it  before  Charles  Mason  (father  of 
Micajah,  Charles  et  al)  appeared  in  that  county.   I  still  think 
the  records  of  these  counties  may  have  the  solution  of  your  prob- 
lem.  The  annual  real  estate  and  personal  property  tax  lists  of 
these  counties  have  not  been  searched.   Deed  records  have  not  been 
completely  searched.   Deed  records,  because  they  concern  valuable 
property,  are  usually  the  best  kept  records  and  are  more  likely 
to  be  complete.   They  sometimes  have  good  genealogical  matter  in 
them.   Accounts  of  guardians  of  orphans  are  another  source  of 


'.  o. 

information.   And  finally  there  are  the  Court  Order  Books.   These 
are  a  mine  of  every  sort  of  genealogical  information.   They  are 
rarely  indexed  so  prove  tedious  to  work  through. 

The  Archives  Division  of  the  Virginia  State  Library  at  Richmond 
has  the  original  tax  lists  of  every  county  to  date  except  the 
year  1808.   The  tax  lists  cannot,  so  far  as  I  know,  be  found  in 
any  court  house,  but  the  Archives  has  the  records  of  all  Virginia 
counties  on  microfilm  to  about  1850  and  sometimes  later  for  some 
counties.   I  think  a  search  in  Richmond  at  some  time  in  the  future 
is  the  easiest  way  to  cover  several  counties  at  the  same  time.   I 
think  an  examination  of  the  records  mentioned  above  is  necessary 
before  you  should  give  up  your  problem  as  hopeless." 

The  following  is  from  a  letter  from  Admiral  R.  E.  Ingersoll  of 
Washington  D.  C.  dated  November  17,  1970  to  the  writer  of  this 
account  (JDA).   It  might  refer  to  our  John  Mason. 

"The  editor  and  publisher  of  the  Virginia  Genealogist  has  been 
publishing  the  1800  tax  lists  of  Virginia  counties,  their  1800 
U.  S.  Census  records  having  been  lost.   I  found  on  page  72  of 
Vol.  3  of  that  magazine  the  1800  Tax  List  of  Albemarle  County 
with  five  Masons  including  a  John  as  follows: 

Mason,  John  1  male  (over  21),  2  horses,  1  slave  (over  16) 

Mason,  Ewell  1  male  (over  21),  2  horses 

Mason,  Joseph  1  male  (over  21),  1  horse 

Mason,  Isham  B.  2  males(over  21),  1  horse,   1  slave 

Mason,  Jesse  1  male  (over  21),  1  horse 

All  these  must  be  comparitively  recent  arrivals  in  Albemarle 
County  as  I  found  no  Masons  in  the  1782  Tax  List  printed  in 
lieu  of  a  1790  census.   In  the  magazine  the  names  were  listed 
alphabetically  to  the  extent  that  all  names  were  together  under 
the  same  initial  letter.   In  the  original  tax  list  I  presume 
they  would  have  been  listed  in  the  order  in  which  the  data  was 
collected.   The  tax  list  was  in  two  parts.   All  these  Masons 
were  in  Frederickville  Parish.   If  any  were  close  together  in  the 
original  it  might  infer  relationship . " 

As  John  Mason  and  Dorcas  Wilson  married  in  Fayette  County  in 
April  of  1802,  it  is  assumed  that  they  and  the  William  Dyers 
made  contact  there  before  their  trip  together  by  flatboat  down 
the  Ohio  in  1804  to  Henderson  County.   (Family  tradition  says 
they  came  together.)   They  either  followed  Dorcas'  brothers 
(Alexander,  Elijah,  Thornton,  and  Ambrose  Wilson)  or  came  in 
the  same  party  with  them.   All  settled  either  on  Lost  Creek  or 
in  the  same  general  area. 

The  first  deed  found  for  John  Mason  was  in  1813  for  a  lot  in 
Morganfield  on  the  corner  of  Spring  Street  across  the  street 
from  Morgan's  Spring  (same  lot  where  the  Catholic  hospital  was 
built  many  years  later).   In  1823  he  bought  125  acres  on  Lost 
Creek  from  Mrs.  Mason's  brother,  Thornton  Wilson. 
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John  served  two  months  as  a  private  in  the  War  of  1812  under 
Capt.  L.  Williams  of  the  15th  Regiment  of  Ky.  Militia.   He  got 
the  handsome  pay  of  $6.66  a  month. 

The  Masons  were  the  parents  of  six  children:   Marcella,  Permelia, 
Marshall,  Almeda,  Lauren  Talbott,  and  Dorcas.   Marcella  and  Lauren 
married  two  Dyer  brothers,  James  and  John.   Marshall  married  Ann 
Barker.   The  two  Dyer  families  settled  in  Union  County  and  raised 
large  families.   Their  descendants  are  given  on  the  following  page. 

John  Mason  died  in  1824  but  where  he  was  buried  is  not  known.   It 
was  not  until  1834  that  his  widow,  his  son,  Marshall,  and  at  least 
one  daughter,  Dorcas,  moved  to  Bureau  County,  Illinois.   The  farm 
was  sold  to  Isaac  Coleman.   Mrs.  Mason's  brother,  Thornton,  and 
another  Wilson  (James)  moved  with  them  to  Bureau  County  and  all 
settled  on  adjoining  land  in  the  Dover  Township. 

From  headstones  we  learn  that  "Grandmother"  died  in  January  of 
1848.  It  is  assumed  that  this  was  Dorcas  Wilson  Mason.  Other 
stones  give  data  on  the  Marshall  Masons  and  their  children. 

From  the  Bureau  County  History  by  Bradsby,  published  in  1&&5, 
we  find  that  in  1877  Dorcas  and  her  mother  (Mrs.  Mason)  had 
moved  into  Princeton,  but  Mrs.  Mason  still  managed  the  home 
place  for  many  years. 

In  1885  Dorcas  was  the  only  living  child  of  this  immediate  family. 
Ther  were  from  quite  a  prominent  Illinois  family  as  there  was  a 
school  house  and  cemetery  nearby  named  for  the  family. 

A  family  chart  of  the  descendants  of  John  and  Dorcas  (Wilson) 
Mason  follows: 


Descendants  of  John  Mason 
(177^-182*0 
and 
Dorcas  (Wilson)  Mason 


92. 


1.  Marcella  Mason 
b.  9-23-1803 

m.  9-15-1825  Union  Co.,  Ky. 
d.  10-31-1870  Union  Co.,  Ky. 

a.  Mary  Elizabeth  Dyer 
b.  1826 

d.  1852 

b.  John  Mason  Dyer 
b.  1829 

d.  1887 

c.  James  William  Dyer 

d.  Alexander  Mcr.ee  Dyer 

e.  Almeda  Dorcas  Dyer 

f.  Attaway  Grace  Dyer 

g.  Thomas  McKee  Dyer 
h.  Catherine  Dyer 

i.  Marshall.  Dyer 

2.  Permelia  Mason 

3  .  Ma  r  s  ha  1 1  Ma  s  on 

b.  1809  Henderson  County 

m.  1632  Kentucky 

d.  11-12-1657  Bureau  Co.,  111. 

a.  Sarah  F.  Mason 

b.  Dorcas  Mason 
d.  aft.  1885 

c.  John  3.  Mason 
b.  I&36 

d.  1869 

d.  Elma  H.   Mason 
b.    1838 

d.    10-10-1857 

e.  Thomas  B.  Mason 
b.  16^0 

d.  186*+  Andersonville  Prison 
Served  Civil  War 

f.  Oscar  C.  Mason 
b.  18^6 

d.  18^8 

g.  Amanda  Mason 
h.  Darius  Mason 
i.  Mary  F.  Mason 

b.  18^9 
d.  1865 
j .  Marshall  0.  Mason 
b.  1851 
d.  165^ 


m.    J^.mes  Dyer 

b.   2-li+-l80U  ppar  Kat. 
Br.   Va. 

d.    1-23 -18 5U  Union  Co. 
m.    John  G.    Finney 


m, 


m, 


(1)  Sophronia  J, 
b.  1830 

d.  1872 

(2)  M.  E.  welch 

(1)  L.  Pier son 

(2)  S.  Berry 


:-ierson 


m.  James  M.  Hedges 


m.  Marsh  *'uirey 


m.  Ann  E .  Barker 

b.  1-26-1813  Union  Co. 


m.  Ann  Gray 


k,   Almeda  Mason 


5.  Lauren  Talbott  Mason 
b.  1818 

d.  1871  Union  Co.,  Ky. 

a.  Dorcas  Dyer 

b.  John  Will  Dyer 

c.  James  Harvey  Dyer 

d.  Elizabeth  Dyer 

e.  Mason  Dyer 

6.  Dorcas  Mason 


93. 


ra, 


m. 
m. 
m, 
ra. 
ra, 


John  Dyer  (bro.  J=mes  Dyer) 
b.  1608  Henderson  Co.,  Ky. 
d.  1869 
Johnson  Kirk 
Amelia  Brooks 
Emilir.e  Funk 
Dr.  John  Murry 
Maria  Dixon 


Ol, 


JOHN  MASON  UNION  COUNTY  COURTHOUSE  RECORDS 


Date 

Grantee 

Grantor 

Inst. 

Bk. 

Page 

Description 

181$ 

John  Mason 

James  Kelly 

D 

A 

197 

Lot-M' field 

1823 

John  Mason 
Grantor 

Thornton  Wilson 
Elizabeth  Wilson 

Grantee 

D 

C 

132 

125A  Lost  Cr. 
$250.00 

1834 

Mason  Heirs 

Isaac  Coleman 

D 

E 

228 

134A  Lost  Cr. 

Circuit  Court  Clerk's  Records 


I8l6   John  Mason  Snodgrass 


Bundle  24 


John  Mason  (grantee)  from  Thornton  Wilson  (grantor) 

1823  .  .  . 

Land  lying  and  being  in  the  county  of  Union  on  the  waters  of 
Lost  Creek  being  part  of  a  tract  of  land  granted  by  the  Common- 
wealth of  Virginia  to  Peter  Muhlenburgh  by  patent  bearing  date 
the  2nd  day  of  October,  1786,  and  by  the  said  Peter  Muhlenburgh 
conveyed  to  Peter  Casey  and  by  the  said  Peter  Casey  conveyed  to 
the  said  Thornton  Wilson  and  bounded  as  follows  viz.  bef inning 
at  a  stake  182  poles  from  the  said  Wilson  southwest  corner  which 
is  the  beginning  corner  of  said  Wilson's  250  A  being  a  cotton- 
wood  and  sweet  gum  running  south  fifty  eight  degrees  E  110  poles 
to  a  stake  thence  N  39  degrees  E  182  poles  to  a  stake  thence  N  58 
degrees  W  110  poles  to  a  stake  thence  S  32  degrees  W  to  the 
beginning  it  being  the  one  half  of  the  said  Wilsons  250  A. 

Mason  Heirs  (grantors)  to  Coleman  (grantee) 

May  12,  1834  .  .  .  Sum  of  $537.00 

Land  lying  and  being  in  the  county  of  Union  on  the  waters  of 

Lost  Creek  and  being  part  of  a  military  survey  patented  to 

Peter  Muhlenburgh  and  bounded  .  .  . 

134  A  and  40  poles  more  .  .  . 

Signed 

Dorcas  Mason 

James  Dyer 

Marcella  Dyer 

Marshall  Mason 

Almedid  Mason  (Almeda) 

Launn  Mason  (Lauren) 

Ann  Mason  (wife  of  Marshall) 

Willis  G.  Hughes,  Deputy  Clerk  for 
James  R.  Hughes 
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JOHN  MASON  (177^-18210  Will,  Union  County,  Ky.,  Bk.  A,  p.  133 

Be  it  remembered  that  I,  John  Mason  of  Union  County  and 
State  of  Kentucky,  considering  the  uncertainty  of  human  life  and 
the  necessity  of  disposing  of  my  earthly  effects  for  the  benefit 
of  my  family  after  my  death,  do  make  and  ordain  this  my  last  will 
and  testament  in  manner  and  form  following:  Niz.   I  bequeath  my 
soul  to  Almighty  God,  who  gave  it  trusting  ir.  the  merits,  inter  .  .  . 
and  sufferings  of  the  blessed  redeemer,  I  will  and  desire  that  my 
body  be  decently  buried  and  funeral  expenses  paid,  I  will  and 
desire  that  my  wife  immediately  after  my  death  sell  so  much  of  my 
property  as  she  may  think  sufficient  for  the  discharge  of  my  just 
debts.   The  balance  of  my  estate  both  real  and  personal  I  will  and 
desire  to  remain  in  the  hands  of  my  wife  during  her  natural  life 
for  the  purpose  of  raising  my  children  except  one  horse  saddle  and 
bridle  which  I  will  to  my  son  Marshall  to  be  given  to  him  immediately 
after  my  death.   I  will  and  direct  that  if  it  is  necessary  for  the 
support  of  my  family,  my  wife  sell  my  house  and  lot  in  Morg^nfield 
so  soon  as  a  fair  price  can  be  allowed  for  the  same  .  .  .  Should 
any  of  my  children  marry  as  they  arrive  at  the  age  of  twenty  one 
years  I  will  and  desire  that  my  wife  let  them  have  so  much  of  my 
property  as  she  may  find  herself  able  to  spare,  taking  care  not  to 
give  any  one  of  my  children  more  than  an  equal  portion  with  the 
rest  of  my  children.  And  also  taking  care  to  take  such  .  .  . 
receipt  for  what  him  or  her  may  receive  which  is  to  operate  as  a 
part  of  his  or  her  legacy.   I  will  and  direct  that  after  my  wife's 
death  my  whole  estate  both  real  and  personal  be  sold  and  a  credit 
of  twelve  months  taking  bond  and  good  security  for  the  purchase 
money  and  so  soon  as  collected  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  to  be 
equally  divided  among  my  six  children  .  .  .  Marcella  Mason,  Fermelia 
Mason,  Marshall  Mason,  Almeda  Mason,  Loren  Mason,  Dorcas  Mason. 
Signed  and  sealed  and  declared  to  be  my  last  will  and  testament 
this  18th  of  December,  1823. 

Witnesses : 
Hugh  W,  Robb 
Thornton  Wilson 
Elizabeth  Wilson 

At  a  county  court  began  and  held  for  Union  Co.  at  the 
courthouse  in  Morganfield  on  Mon.  the  19th  of  April,  1821+  this 
last  will  and  testament  of  John  Mason  deceased  was  produced  in 
court  and  proven  by  the  oath  of  Hugh  W.  Robb  and  Thornton  Wilson 
two  of  the  subscribing  .  .  .  thereto  and  ordered  to  be  recorded. 
And  on  the  motion  and  of  Dorcas  Mason  and  Elijah  Wilson  who  executed 
and  acknowledged  bond  in  the  penalty  of  two  thousand  dollars  with 
Thornton  Wilson  and  William  Dyer  their  securities  conditioned  as 
the  law  directs  administration  of  the  said  decendants  estate  with 
the  will  ...  as  granted  them. 

Attest:   James  A.  Hughes 
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( Though  I  have  found  no  kinship  with  our  John  Mason  (1774-1824) 
there  were  others  by  the  name  of  Mason  owning  land  in  Union  Co. 
between  1813  and  1825.   They  seem  to  have  been  absentee  owners. 
However,  the  land  they  owned  was  on  Lost  and  Highland  Creeks. 
From  records  in  the  county  court  clerk  and  circuit  clerk's  offices, 
it  seems  the  other  Mason  family  consisted  of  the  following  people: 
JDA) 


T3kwvcj>  MASON 

b.223X^^no7 
q.x. 


m. 


ELi£ftW;th 


d. 


Joseph  Mason   /ft  n  ft  \ 
b.7^i75\   (^)UUsl) 

d  .  e~i\  Mm*.\  vtnJ 

Owned  land  granted  by  Patrick 
Henry  to  Richard  Archer,  deeded 
200A  on  Highland  Cr.  to  nephew, 
William,  in  1795 


g  '£.  Thomas  Mason 
b. 
d. 

a.  William  (eldest  son)  lived 
Fairfield  Ohio  in  1811, 
deeded  200A  on  Highland  Cr. 
by  uncle,  Joseph 

7  %.    John  Mason  (Meason) 
b.^2  l-aW-^  i'~?53 

d.  bef.  1816 

a.  Isaac 
Lived  Muhlenburgh  Co. 

b.  Patsy 
Lived  Fairfield,  Ohio 

c.  Polly 

d.  Betsey 


m. 


M  .  UaMj*d(V  TAMA 

m.    Rachel  Qu.vui 

m.  Samuel  Randall 

m.  Moses  Devore   «-\ 
m.  Cherry  (^^rrvLcJri) 


^ 


HWe 


_L- 


2   Tf(.  Samuel  Mason 

KiM4^  SBT.  18*03  ^ttoj^^l^Eu^ 

Lived  Clairborne  Co.,  Mississippi 
Territory,  bought  land  from  Benjamin 
Mason  of  Nelson  Co.  in  1813  \j$P* 

a.  Dorsey  Mason   ^  ,-  «r  ,  m.^ Hannah 

(c  %.    Sarah  U^)5  ^jWa.^i75i  m.  George^Briscoe 

M  8(.  Mary  m.i^William  Worthington 

Lived  Muhlenburgh  County 

m  co.  I7S4  wj 

T>.  i^27  (^MJm^4-  Co- 


"UWAVi£_ 


AXjrfl  CfeUvJL  ,  \<LyJuubl 


!,VWmA  b.  5/3/1737 
3.vW  b.^l'5/1743  m.UJLw*  W^vu^ 
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c  7.  Rachel  to.  "/to/'J'W  -'~@m.  <Sv^cA  Thompsdn 

|2  £.  Betsey  b.5/li|i7(D5  -  m.  John  Fell 

10  X*  Nancy(CWrO  b- 1-27- i7fol  m.  qA^    Camahan 

Lived  Christian  County 

The  Benjamin  Mason  of  Nelson  County  must  have  been  a  relative. 

(There  is  one  other  Mason  listed  in  Union  County  records  that  I 
have  not  placed  ...  a  James  Mason  who  bought  land  on  Lost  Creek 
from  Josiah  Hodges  in  1825  (Book  C,  page  295).   He  might  have 
been  a  relative  of  our  John.   JDA) 

So*mQ  S^^,0Mtdvcyw*  740fe3 
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MASON  BIBLIOGRAPHY 

1802,  April  19  Marriage  bond,  Fayette  County,  Ky.   DAR 

1812,  War  Service  Record,  5th  Regiment  (Lewis)  Ky.,  V.  County 

1815,  Bgt.  Lot  Morganfield,  Union  Co.,  Deed  3k.  A,  page  197 

1623,  Bgt.  125A  Lost  Cr.,  Union  Co.,  Deed  Ek.  C,  page  132 

183^,  Keirs  sold  farm,  Union  Co.,  Deed  Bk.  E,  page  228 

1823,  John  Mason  Will,  Union  Co.,  Will  Bk.  A,  pare  133 

Bureau  Co.,  Ill  History,  pub.  1855,  by  Er=dsby 

Bureau  Co.,  Ill  Tombstone  Inscriptions  copied  by  Eliz.  C.  Cass 

506  S.  Euclid 
Princeton,  111, 

Mrs.  Carl  Boyd's  Records 

Adm.  R.  E.  Ingersoll's  Records 

HW  .4^*  T?>Jwjk  -   do!*.  C-rvT'^Urmo^  [Y\&JUkJ  (YWctv.  1-<XytJLl 
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WILSON  FAMILY 

Since  DORCAS  WILSON  (1782-18^-8)  married  John  Mason  (177^-18210  and 
was  the  mother  of  Marcella  and  Lauren  Mason  who  married  the  Dyer 
brothers,  James  and  John,  it  is  of  great  interest  to  know  the 
Wilson  ancestry. 

Dorcas  was  the  eighth  of  eleven  children  of  Isaac  and  Margaret 
(Gordon)  Wilson.   Dorcas  was  born  May  15,  1782  probably  at  Front 
Royal,  Virginia  (that  was  where  the  Isaac  Wilsons  were  living 
when  their  first  child  was  born).   Isaac  Wilson's  ancestors  are 
thought  to  have  lived  in  York  County,  Pa. 

The  Isaac  Wilsons  emigrated  from  Virginia  to  Fayette  County,  Ky. 
before  1787.   (Tax  lists  of  Fayette  County  for  1787  lists  Margaret 
Wilson  so  it  is  assumed  that  Isaac  died  before  that  time.   In  that 
tax  list  she  is  credited  with  3  horses  and  3  cattle.)  Ey  1789, 
Alexander  Wilson  (the  oldest  child  of  the  Wilsons)  is  listed  in 
the  Fayette  tax  list.   The  DAR  Patriot  Book  lists  Isaac  Wilson's 
death  date  as  1789. 

There  were  at  least  three  Isaac  Wilsons  in  and  around  Fayette 
County  at  its  beginning  so  it  has  been  difficult  to  distinguish 
our  Isaac  from  the  others  as  the  records  are  very  limited. 
(Fayette  County  Courthouse  burned  in  1802  and  most  of  its  records 
were  lost.)   It  is  thought  by  this  writer  (but  not  proved)  that  our 
Isaac  Wilson  was  a  school  master.   Staples'  "Pioneer  Lexington", 
p.  299  says,  "Isaac  Wilson  from  Philadelphia  school  arrived  in 
1787  and  established  the  Lexington  Grammar  School  .  .  .  The 
learned  subjects  of  Latin  and  Greek  and  different  branches  of 
science  will  be  taught." 

Staples  in  the  same  book  but  on  pages  303-30^  tells  about  the 
establishment  of  Transylvania:   "Transylvania  began  with  8,000 
acres  of  escheated  land,  some  of  which  had  been  the  property 
of  McKensie,  Collins,  and  ALEXANDER  MCKEE  that  was  set  aside  by 
act  of  Virginia  Assembly  in  1780  to  establish  a  public  school  .  .  . 
The  school  was  opened  in  the  house  of  David  Rice  near  Danville 
in  1785  and  in  1788  was  removed  to  Lexington  .  .  .  when  the 
school  was  removed  to  Lexington,  Mr.  ISAAC  WILSON  was  elected 
head  at  sixty  pounds  per  year."   (The  Alexander  McKee  mentioned 
above  was  a  Tory  from  Pa.  and  not  Alexander  McKee,  the  brother 
of  Grizel  McKee  Dyer.   JDA) 

Jennings  writing  in  "Pioneer  University  of  the  West"  says,   "Two 
men  considered  by  trustees  .  .  .  Elias  Jones  and  Isaac  Wilson. 
Jones  won  eleven  to  one  initially.   Later  Wilson  in  response  to 
an  advertisement  finally  offered  his  services  and  supplied 
satisfactory  testimonials.   He  held  a  bachelor  of  arts  degree 
from  the  College  and  Academy  of  Philadelphia.   He  was  hired  for 
six  months.   School  to  start  June  1  "at  the  Public  School  house 
near  Lexington."   Tuition  was  three  pounds  per  annum.  Wilson 
as  grammar  master,  or  by  courtesy,  president  .  .  .  The  tuition 
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in  these  early  years  was  three  and  five  pounds  annually,  payable 
in  property,  pork,  corn,  tobacco,  and  the  like.  Wilson  attracted 
favorable  publicity  by  holding  what  many  believe  was  the  first 
college  commencement  in  the  Mississippi  Valley  in  1790." 

Our  Isaac  Wilson's  Revolutionary  service  is  given  in  Mrs.  Walter 
Binder's  (Lucy  Rearden  Bender)  DAR  Faper  National  No.  280536  and 
in  Isabelle  Logsden's  DAR  Paper  National  No.  280536.   "Isaac 
Wilson  served  ir.  the  Revolution  War  as  a  corporal  in  a  company 
designated  at  various  times  as  Capt.  Benjamin  Spillers's  and 
Capt.  Augustine  Tabb's  Co.  in  the  2nd  Va.  State  Regiment  commanded 
successively  by  Col.  Gregory  Smith  and  Col.  William  Brent.   Neither 
the  date  of  his  enlistment  nor  the  date  of  the  termination  of  his 
service  is  shown.   His  name  appears  o::  the  rolls  covering  the 
period  from  March  15,  1778  to  November  1779  and  one  roll  shows 
that  he  was  to  serve  to  March  1,  1780.   He  was  promoted  to 
Sergeant  on  June  1778." 

In  the  Virginia  Grants  17&2-1792  is  found  the  following  for  Iss-c 

Wilson: 

U61A  Bk.  13  p.  216  Lincoln  County,  Ky.   on  Rockcastle  Stream 
300A  Bk.  13  p.  228  Lincoln  County,  Ky.   on  Rockcastle  Stream 

The  family  of  Isaac  and  Margaret  (Gordon)  Wilson  is  given  in  detail 
on  the  next  page  as  many  of  them  went  as  a  colony  to  Henderson 
County  between  1800  and  181*+.   They  settled  in  that  area  of 
Henderson  County  that  became  Union  County  when  it  was  formed  in 

1811. 
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SGT.   ISAAC  WILSON  m.  Margaret  Gordon 


m. 

Catherine  Snyder 
b.  1603 
d.  1577 

m. 

iT 

m. 

Ed  :.e?rdon 
Log sdon 
Tabitha  G. 

m, 

Pool 

,r\  , 

Austin 

rn. 

James  M.  Jones 

b.    5-15-1735  Northumberland,   Eng.  b.    7-l^-17L'5 

m.  6-10-1765 

d.  1787  Lex.,  Ky.  Uef.  tax  listing  wife)       d.  aft.  l£0C  Ley.,  Ky, 

or  1769  (Hef.  DAR  Patriot  Book)  bur.  near  Lex.,  Ky 

bur.  near  Lex.,  Ky. 
Served  Rev.  1775-1779  or  50 
Pro.  fr.  Corp.  to  Sgt.  1778 
Served  2nd  Va.  St.  Flegt. 
Emig.  from  Va.  to  Ky.  bef.  1778 

I.  Alexander  Wilson  m.  Elinor  Harrison 

b.  7-20-1766  Front  Royal,  Va.  b.  1765 

m.  1788 

d.  l-20-l8ll4  Shawneetown,  111.  d.  1820 

1508  Bgt.  l+OOA  Henderson  Co.  on  Lost  Cr. 
1608-1811  sold  kOOk   Henderson  Co. 

1.  Harrison  Wilson 
b.  1769  Front  Royal,  Va . 
d.  1852 

a.  Emma  Lucy  Wilson 

1.  Edith  Reardon 

2.  John  G.  Wilson 

3.  Cecelia  G.  Wilson 
M-.  Elizabeth  B.  Wilson 

5.  Artemesia  Wilson 

6.  Lawson  Wilson 

7.  Attaway  B.  Wilson  m.  John  r'Arnell 
m.  1819 

8.  Bluford  'Wilson 

9.  Louisa  Wilson 

II.  Nancy  Wilson  m.  John  Rice 

b.  U-22-1768 

III.  Isaac  Thornton  Wilson  m,  (1)  Maria  Kendrick 

b.  3-27-1770  (2)  Elizabeth  Fife 

m.  (2)  12-23-1799  Mason  Co.,  Ky. 
Surveyed  road  from  K" field  to  gate  of 
Sulphur  Springs 

1608  Bgt.  250A  Henderson  Co.,  Lost  Cr. 
1823  sold  125A  Lost  Cr.  to  John  Mason 
16j5  went  to  Bureau  Co.,  Ill,  Dover  Township 

IV.  Elijah  Wilson  m.  (l)  Nancy  Jolvin 

b.  3-23-1772  (2)  Jerai;a.  Guilkey 

d.  abt.  1830  Union  Co.,  Ky.  (Ref.  Will) 
1808  Bgt.  200A  Henderson  Co. 
Owned  land  Union  Co.  on  Hen.  Rd. 
Owned  lot  M 'field,  lived  M' field 
Owned  at  least  two  slaves 

V.  Catherine  Wilson  m.  Deed  Young 

b.  ^ -22 -177^ 
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VI.  Polly  Wilson 
b.  9-13-1776 

III.   Sarah  Wilson 
b.  2-25-1778 

III.  DorcasWilson 
b.  *-$-17b2 

m.  M--19-1802  Fayette  Co.,  Ky. 
d.  1-13-18U8  Bureau  Co.,  111. 
Emig.  to  Henderson  Co.  abt.  180m- 
More  about  this  family  found  under  John 
Mason  p.89and  under  James  Dyer  p.  27 

1.  Marcella  Mason 
b.  9-23-1803 

m.  9-15-1625  Union  Co.,  Ky. 
d.  10-31-1870  Union  Co.,  Ky 

2.  Permelia  Mason 

3.  Marshall  Mason 
b.  1809 

d.  1857  Bureau  Co.,  111. 
h.   Almeda  Mason 
5.  Lauren  Talbott  Mason 


IX. 


b. 
m. 
d. 


1. 

2. 


Co.,  Ky. 
Wilson 

Wilson 


b.  1&18  Union  Co.,  Ky, 
6.  Dorcas  Mason 
-.brose  Wilson 
,  5-21-17&M- 
,  11-6-1808 
1&50  Union 
Nancy 
James 
b.  1813 
d.  1886 

1.  Parthena  Wilson  b.lW 
3 .  John  Wilson 
"•.  Harrison  Wilson 

5.  Farthena  Wilson 

6.  Polly  Wilson 

In  Ambrose  Wilson's  will  we  find  he 
Farm  and  5  slaves  to  wife  and  1  sla 
Bgt.  150A  Lost  Cr.  in  1812 
Bgt.  2M-A  Casey  Cr.  in  l£21 
Bgt.  6M-A  Highland  Cr.  in  1833 


m.  William  Cannon 


m.  George  Barry 


m.  John  Mason 
VTTTF 

d.  1-c-1c2m-  Union  Co, 


m.  James  Jyer 

"c.  2-lM--l£CL  near  Kat. 

Bridge,  Va. 
d.  1-23 -155m-  Union  Co. 

m.  Ann  E .  Barker 


m.  John  Dyer 

b.  1808  Henderson  Co. 

m.    Parthena   Lay    (Fayette   Co.) 
b.   1-1-178M- 

d.    1853-8 

m. Rice 

m.   Hanr.ah  Heat  on 

b.  i8i8/n|nwA 

d.   I852|i^/nw 
ni.  <JteW  riensel-?  ra&A  HwxXn. 

m.  Fhoebe  Taylor 

m. Davis 

m. Cannon 

left  the  following: 
ve  each  to  each  child 


m.  Isa->c  Sibley 


X.  Elizabeth  Gordon  Wilson 
b.  2-2-17&7 
In  1510  Isaac  Sibley  of  Hen.  Co.  sold  William  Ever  200A  Lost  Cr. 

XI.  John  Gordon  Wilson  m.  Tabitha  Sibley 

b.  5-3-17&9  Cdau.  John  Sibley) 

d.  by  181m-  B-t.  75A  Ken.  Co.  1817 

From  the  above  we  see  that  Alexander,  Thornton,  Elijah,  Dorcas, 
Ambrose,  Elizabeth  Gordon  and  John  Gordon,  seven  of  the  eleven 
children  of  Isaac  and  Margaret  (Gordon)  Wilson  came  to  western 
Eentucky  and  settled  in  the  same  general  area  of  Henderson-Union 
counties.   This  is  the  same  area  where  the  Dyers  and  Masons  settled. 
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WILSON  BIBLIOGRAPHY 

DAR  Papers 

National  No.  280536  by  Lucy  Rearden  render 
National  No.  28l+8l1+  by  Isabelle  Logsdon 

Rev.  War  Record,  Vol.  9,  p.  327,  Rev.  Soldiers  of  Va. 

Letters  or  notes:   Pearl  Hensel  Burnett  and  Allie  Hedges 

Virginia  Grants  1782-1792 

Memories  of  Lower  Ohio  Valley,  Vol.  2,  p.  55 

Pioneer  Lexington  by  Staples 

Transylvania  Pioneer  University  of  West  by  Jenrings 

History  of  Transylvania  University  by  Robert  and  Joanna  Peters,  p.  37 

Fayette  Tax  List  of  1787  __   „  rs.  -+. 

Henderson  County  Courthouse  Records  (Part) 

18C2""  Isaac  Wilson         Plaintiff  File  69 

1805    Alexander  Wilson      Plaintiff  File  189 

1808    Ambrose  Wilson       Plaintiff  File  *t98 

1807  Elijah  Wilson        Plaintiff  File  736 

1808  Thornton  Wilson,  Grantee  250A  Lost  Creek,  Deed  Bk.  B,  p.  113 
1808  Elijah  Wilson,  Grantee  200A  Lost  Creek,  Deed  Bk.  B,  p.  99 
lc08  Alexander  Wilson,  Grantee  ^OOA  Lost  Creek,  Deed  Bk.  B,  p.  11L 
l&lW  Tabitha  Wilson,  Grantee  75A  De^d  Bk.  C,  p.  153 
1&08  Eleanor  and  Alexander  Wilson, 

Grantors  200A  Lick  Cr.         Bk.  B,  p.  127 

1811  El.  and  Alexander  Wilson, 

Grantors  200A  Lost  Creek,      Bk.  3,  p.  311 

Union  County  Courthouse  Records  (Fart) 

1812  Ambrose  Wilson,  Grantee        250A  Union  Co.,  Deed  Bk.  A,  p.   52 

1820  Elijah  Wilson,  Grantee  26A  Lost  Creek,  Deed  Bk.  B,  p.  Kl 

1821  Ambrose  'Wilson,  Grantee  2*+A  Casey  Cr.,  Deed  Bk.  B,  p.  197 
1821  Elijah  Wilson,  Grantee  6A  M' field,  Deed  Bk.  B,  p.  399 
1833  Ambrose  Wilson,  Grantee  6A  Highland  Cr.  Dd.  Bk.  E,  p.  87 


Ambrose  Wilson,  Will 
Elijah  Wilson,  Will 


Will  Book  D,  p.  2*+9  &**«. Cwt*Xt,  MbvJliJk* 
Will  Book  A,  p.  2U6    "   "  °    "  ° 

Alexander  Wilson  Heirs   Circuit  Court  Records   File  20>+  UwicnCe™a^,&*J*dL 

Union  County  History,  Published  1886,  Ambrose  Wilson,  p.  62*+. 


10k. 
PIERS ON  FAMILY 

Sophronia  Jane   Piers  on  married  John  Mason  Dyer   and  was    the 
mother   of   ten   of  his    thirteen   children.      She  was   the   daughter   of 
Scarlett   Pierson   and   the   ?randaughter   of   the   John   Piers ons   who 
were   the  first   of   that  name   in   this    area   of  Kentucky.      A   study 
of   these   two   generations   of  Piersons  will  be   of    interest. 

JOHN   PIERSON  ELISAPETE    WARREN 

b.    abt.    1762    in  Va.  b.    177U  Person  Co.,    N.    C. 

(F.ef.   B.  P.    Pierson) 
in  England 

(Ref.    Robert   Stillwell) 
m.    2-6-17914.   Person  Co.,    N.    C.    (bond) 
d.   9-2-1^38  Union   Co.,   Ky.    (Ref.    pension)  d.    8-12-lc52  Hopkins    Co.,    Ky. 

Not  i^einn-  able   to  prove  which  reference    is    correct   on    the   birth   place 
for  John  ^io>,son,    excerpts   from   each   will  be   given.      P.   H.    Pierson, 
D.   D.,    youn?e^t   son   of  John   Pierson  writes,    "My   father,    John   Pierson, 
was    a  native    of  Virginia,    a  blacksmith  by    trade."      Robert   Stillwell, 
a   lawyer   from.  Morgan  town,    W.    Va.,    and    a   descend-nt.   of  John  Gooaloe 
Warren  Pierson    (the   eldest  son    of   John   Pierson)   writes,    "I   have   some 
conflictine   information   about   the   time  before   1795*      Two  brothers, 
John   and  Robert  Pierson,    apparently   came    over  from  England    and 
settled   at  Port  Cumberland,   Maryland    in   17"7!}.      ^oth   of   them  brought 
families   with   them  from  England.      They  were    of  Scottish    an?    Enrlish 
iescent.      I   do  not   know  for   certain  whether  John   Pierson    (1762-1-33) 
was    the    son    o^   Robert   or   of   John,    Sr.      In    one    place,    the   record   I 
have   refers    to   Robert    as   his    -•■-randf ather,    but   in    another   he    is 
called   John   Jr.      At   any  rate,    this   John   the   younger  was   born    in 
England,    apparently   about   1R60   or  before,    though   probably  not  much 
before." 

John's  mother   appears   to  hive   been  Mary  P-lack   of   Person   Co.,    N.   C. 
X  will    of  her   brother,    Thomas   Flack   lists   her    as    a   sister.      The 
grandmother  was   Elizabeth  . 

John  was   serving   as   an   aporentice    in    the   hatting  business    in 
Baltimore,   Maryland  when  he   enlisted   in   the   Continental  Army. 
Durinrt  his   first   two  years-  of   army   life  he   served  under  Sen. 
Sates,    Sen.   Washington,    Col.  Harrison    of   the   artillery   and   Capt. 
Dawsey.     His   company  marched   from  Philadelphia   through  Virginia 
to  both  North   and   South   Carolina.      They  had   an   engagement  with 
the  "ritish    at    Cambion(?)    and    the  militia  had    to   retreat,    the 
rritish   taking   their   artillery.      In    the   retreat,    John   was   separated 
"rem  his    company   nni   was    captured  by    the  Tories,    but  was   released 
after   a  oromise  not   to  bear   arms   again   against  the  King.      John, 
however,    joined   another  company    of   Continental    soldiers,    but   rrot 
his   feet  frostbitten   and  was   left   at  Eno  River   in   Orange   Co.,   N.    C. 
as   unfit  for   duty.      Later  he  went  by  wagon   to  Sargents   Creek   in 
Caswell  Co.,   N.    C.    but  never  was    able   to   serve    ap-ain. 
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While  in  North  Carolina  he  net  and  married  Elisabeth  Warren  on 
February  6,  179h  in  Person  County.   She  was  the  daughter  of  Goodloe 
and  Elisabeth  VJarren.   Aeain  we  quote  from  B.  H.  Fierson,  "On 
account  of  John  Pierson  beintr  a  mechanic,  my  mother's  parents  were 
so  violently  onposed  to  her  marriapre  as  to  disinherit  her.   Her 
mother  being  a  descendant  of  the  Stuarts  of  Scotland,  end  owning 
a  respectable  estate  where  they  lived  in  North  Carolina  they 
seemed  to  think  thf  marriage  of  their  daughter  to  a  plain  mechanic, 
with  no  property  an^  almost  no  education,  an  unpardonable  offense. 


Court  records  of  1795  show  that  John  Pierson  had  two  orphans  bound 
to  him  as  blacksmith  apprentices.   On  March  2,  1796,  John  Pierson 
bought  200  acres  on  Cain  Creek,  Person  County  from  Goodloe  'rarren 
for  50  pounds.   In  selling  this  s  ime  property  in  1803  to  Samuel 
Black,  John  made  a  sizable  orofit  as  he  sold  it  for  120  pounds. 

Six  sons  were  born  to  the  John  Piersons  by  IS03:   John  C-oodloe 
Warden,  James  T.,  Tilahman,  William  Scarlette,  Hosea  Allmary,  ?„nd 
Benjamin  Ho^ue. 

In  September  of  1305  the  John  .-iersons  joined  a  pro'U)  of  27  other 
families  of  former  Revolution  soldiers  who  were  headed  for  Kentucky 
where  they  heard  that  land  was  rich  and  cheap.   Thirty  wagons  drawn 
by  four  horses  each,  many  saddlehorses ,  an  I  many  slaves  left  Poxboro, 
N.  C.  (Person  Co.)  under  the  leadership  of  William  Huston  for 
Kentucky.   They  entered  Ky.  by  the  Cumberland  Cap.   Mr.  Huston  brought 
a  prist  mill  and  a  trunk  filled  with  silver  coins  to  assist  the  -roup 
in  settling  when  they  reached  their  destination.   There  were  many 
hardships  alon<?  the  way  .  .  .  rain,  wild  animals,  and  crossing 
streams  were  amonp1  the  worst.  Crude  crafts  had  to  be  built  to  get 
the  wagon*?  ^cro^s  the  streams.   Their  first  da;y  of  rest  c?me  when 
they  reached  Fardstown.   By  mid  December  they  had  gotten  to 
Louisville  where  part  of  the  o:roup  wanted  t^  "top,  but  the  land 
cost  S  6 .  00  an  acre  which  seemed  too  high.   They  pushed  on  where 
land  could  be  bought  for  fifty  cents  an  acre.   Hardinsburg  was 
reached  by  Christmas  Day,  but  most  continued  on  to  lands  on  the 
Green  Fiver.   Slaves  were  more  valuable  than  money  or  land  itself 
as  they  were  visible  wealth.   The  slaves  had  no  respect  for  white 
people  who  did  not  own  slaves. 

John  and  Elisabeth  Pierson  with  their  six  sons  settled  on  Stegals 
Branch  of  Deer  Creek  (Henderson  County).   Just  two  years  later 
(l307)  this  area  was  taken  to  form  part  of  Hopkins  County. 

Old  Kentucky  Land  C-rants  1793-1556  for  Henderson  County  show  that 
John  Pierson  had  five  grants  giving  him  1520  acres  in  all. 
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1. 

2. 

3. 

k. 

5- 


Acres  Bk.        Pa-e        Date    of   Survey 


3U0  A 
180  A 
lj.00  A 
b.00  A 
200   A 


17 

NO 

1< 

b.35 

17 

ai 

17 

1x3 

17 

li»j 

6-22-1806 
9-30-1307 
10-6 -1A07 

c-  5-180? 

10-6-1307 


County 

Henderson 

Hopkins 

Hopkins 

Ho?'.:ins 
Hookins 


V/ater  course 

Deer   Cree,-: 

Deer*  Creek 

S.   ?k.    Oeer   3r, 

Deer   Cr^ek 

3.    Fk.   Deer  Cr, 


John 

apoar 


Pierson  had    a  blacksmith   shoo,    was    a  farmer,    a   surv- or,      nd 
ently  was   quite    a  producer   of  "barley   com."      kt   least  he    liked 
own   oro^act  for   the   first  request   for  divorce    in  Hopkins    County 
cane  from  Elisabeth  Pierson.      A  number   of   papers    In  both  Hopkins 
and  Union   County  regarding  request  for   divorce   show  that  trouble 
of   this  kind  spanned   a  ^ood  many  years   yet    the   divorce   never  was 
f ; nal. 

One   place   we   find  where   John  Pierson  war:    appointed   surveyor  the 

road' from  James  Tompkins   place    to   Piersan's    shop    .    .    .    also    to     open 
the   road  to  fifteen"  feet   and  keep   it    in  repair.      (Please   note    that 
the  Piersons    and  Tompkins   lived   in    the    same    area.      Later  we   will 
find   that   one   of   the  Pierson's    son,    William  Scarlette,   marries    two 
of  the  Tompkins   daughters.) 

Prom  Land  Grants    of  Hopkins   County  we   find   that   John   Pierson   on 
August  25,    1307  was   an   assignee   of  John  Redman,    and    entered  kOO    z^^^s 
of  land    in  Hopkins   County  by  virtue    of    a  certificate   from   the    co:nt; 


of  Henderson   in  Augusta  County   Court,    in   l80£.      Lyins 
of   Ste^als    -ranch,    the   waters    of  Main   Deer   Creek. 


on    the   bead 


:">ther  Hopkins   County   Cou-thouse   Records    for   John     '  ierson 


Date  C-r-ntee 

I8l9  J.    Pierian 


0 ran  tor 


Wra.   Hlack 


Inst.      Bk. 


^ascription 

2   tracts, 

Deer   Cr. 


1818 

1818 
1819 


Cr^ntor 
J.    Pierson 


Grantee 


3 arc   Cox 


Eliz.    J.   ?ierson      E.   Kobly    (etal) 
J.  ?ierson  Sam  Guiler 


D 

D 
D 


d. 

^3 

Tract   on 

Deer   Dr. 

2 

2J.l9 

I4.COA    Oeer   Cr 

2 

U03 

3   tr  i.cts , 
Deer   Or. 

The  Piersons  must  hive  sold  out  in  Hopkins  Countv   nd  moved  to  Union 
County  near  the  mouth  of  Tradewater  River  near  Caseyville,  for  by 
1 '13  we  find  all  the  Pierson  court  records  in  Union  County. 


UNION  CO.  COURTHOUSE  RECORDS  FOR  JOHN  PIERSON 
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Date 

Grantee 

Grantor 

Inst. 

Bk. 

Pare 

Description 

1821 

J.  &  Betsey 
Pierson 

Woodards 

D 

D 

368 

l£9A  Tradewater 

1323 

Eliz.  &  John 
Pierson 

Hunt 

D 

B 

372 

75A  Tradewater 

1826 

John  Pierson 

Grantor 

Wills,  Pierson 
Grantee 

D 

C 

hkS 

110A  Tradewater 

1823 

J.  Pierson 

J.  Brown 

Comd. 
D 

A 

2k 

210 A  Cypress  Cr. 

Most  of  the  sons  and  their  families  moved  to  Union  County,  too,  as  there 
are  many  deeds  for  them  recorded  there.   From  the  old  Union  County  Atlas 
we  sec  that  the  Piersons  owned  extensive  lands  between  Tradewater  and 
Cypress  Creek  and  all  this  joining  land  to  the  James  Dyers.   (Later 
we  find  that  a  granddaughter  of  John  Pier-son,  Soohronia  Jane,  married 
John  Mason  3yer,  son  of  the  James  Dyers.)   John  Pierson  owned  and 
operated  a  ferry  that  carried  transportation  across  Tradewater  River. 

In  I832  John  Pierson  requested  his  pension  from  the  government.   Much 
of  the  datr.  we  have  on  John  came  from  his  pension  papers. 

John  died  on  September  2,  1838,  cut  it  is  not  known  where  he  is 
buried.   Elisabeth,  the  widow,  filed  for  his  war  pension  in  l8k9 
and  received  oayr.ents  until  he^  death  in  18^2 .   It  is  not  known 
where  she  is  buried,  either. 

Three  of  the  six  sons  tecame  preachers:   Tilghman  and  -enjamin 

Hogue  made  Presbyterian  ministers  while  Hosea  Allmary  became  a 

Methodist  minister.   William  S.  was  a  ruling  elder  in  the  Presby- 
terian riburcb,  leading  the  singing. 

Tilghman  was  a  well  known  -surveyor  besides  '-  :eing  a  minister.   It 
was  he  who  accompanied  President  Tyler  fror  Morr-anfieli  to  the  coal 
fields  near  Caseyville  in  tbe  first  buggy  that  was  seen  in  Union 


County.   President  Tyler  bad 
to  see  his  land  in  person. 


een  rranteo  land  rights  and  hi 


come 


John   Goodloe   Warren   Pierson  married  Purity   Penninrton   in  Union 


County  in 


1315.   In  I82I4.  he  went  to 


He  marri< 


two  more 


times  and  has  many  descendants  j-ncluding  Robert  Stiliwell  of  West 
Virginia  w'no  has  Veen  researching  the  Pierson  line,  too.   Robert 
Stiliwell  is  a  n-reat  grandson  of  Celia  Emeline  Pierson,  the  first 
child  of  John  Goodloe  Warren  Pierson. 
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Benjamin  Hogue   did  missionary   work  in   Western  Kentucky,    Indiana, 
Illinois,    and  Arkansas.     He  founded   a  college   at   Cane  Hill,    Arkansas 
to  o^omote    the   education    of  men   voinr   into    the  ministry.      Ee  married 
twice   and  had  seven   children.      Mr.   Robert   A.    Lawton,    L2L5  Whitney 
Place,   Boulder,    Colorado,    is   researching   this   branch    of   the   Pierscn 
family.      James   T.,   William   Scarlette,    and  Rosea  Allmary   all   lived 
in   Union   County.      James   T.    and   William   Scarlette    owned   extensive 
farm  lands   near  Caseyville.     Rosea  Allmary    lived    in    the  "niontown 
area.      As    our   line   descends    throurh  William  Scorlr-tte,    the    r.tory 
of  him   and  his   family    is    also   given   on  pa^e    112. 


Descendants  of  John  Pierson 
(1762-1838) 
and 
Elisabeth  (Warren)  Pierson 
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1.   John  Goodloe  Warren  Pierson 
b.  1795  Person  County,  N.  C. 
m.  1-17-1815  Union  Co.,  Ky . 
d. 
Moved  to  Texas 


m.  (1)  Purity  Pennington 
(2) 
(3) 


James  T.  Pierson 

b.  1796  Person  Co.,  N.  C. 

d.  1868  TTnion  Co.,  Ky. 

bur.  Caseyville  Cemetery 

Surveyor 

Served  Ky.    Lee.    I863-I86S 

a.  James  T.  Pierson, 

b.  Hosea  Pierson 

c.  Grace  Pierson 

d.  Robert  Pierson 


Jr. 


m.  Emily  Henry 
b.  181k 
d.  I87O 


C 


Tilghman  Pierson 

b.  Person  Co.  ,  N.  C. 

Presbyterian  Minister 

Surveyor 

William  jcarlette  Pierson 
b.  6-21-1799  Person  Co.,  N. 
m.  (1)  5-l-l82k  Hopkins  Co. 
d.  10-9-1990  Union  Co.,  Ky. 
bur,  G-raingertown  Cemetery 


a.  Elisabeth  Pierson 

b.  Sarah  Isabella  Pierson 

c.  Fredonia  A.  Pierson 

d .  Sophronia  Jane  Pierson 

e.  James  T.  Pierson 

f.  John  Hogue  Pierson 

g.  Luticia  Pierson 

h.  Will  Wright  Pierson 

5.      Hosea  Allmary   Pierson 

b.    1802   Person  Co.,   N.   C. 
m.    3-22-1822  Union   Co.,   Ky. 
Methodist   Treacher 

a.  A.    L.    Pierson    (dau.) 
b.    I830 

b.  G.   M.    Pierson   (dau.) 
b.    18L0 


m.    (1)   Mary   W.    Tompkins 
(mother    of    all 

children  ) 
b.   k-ia-1799 
d.    IO-28-IS36 
bur.    Graingertovn    Cem, 

(2) 

(3)    — - 

(U)  -  — 

m.  James  McCortle  Thompson 
m.  Harvey  Thompson 

m.  John  Mason  Dyer 
m.  Ida  Hyde 
m.  Matilda  Conn 
m.  John  Will  Dyer 
m.  Sue  E.  Brooks 

m.  (1)  Eliza  Young: 
(2) 


1.10. 


c.  A.  3.  Pierson  (son) 
b.  183U 

d.  M.  V.  Pierson  (son) 
b.  1837 

e.  Thomas  0.  pierson 
b.  I839 

6.  Benjamin  Hogue  Pierson,  D.  D. 
b.  5-27-1803  Person  Co.,  N.  G. 

m.  1-16-18314. 

d. 

Presbyterian  Minister,  Parmer, 

Missionary,  Surveyor 

I832  Emigrated  to  Arkansas 

"?ther  of  at  least  seven  children 


m.  (1)  Miss  Lavinia  Jack 

( 2  )  K an n  ah  .Jones 


Ill, 


(above)  William  ScP"°lette  Pierson 

(ri-ht)  ^ierson  Tombstones, 

^rainr^ertovn  Cemetery, 
Stursis,  Ky. 

(belox.r)  Pierson  To-nb  stones 
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WTT.T.TAM  SCARLETTE  PIERSON  m.  (1)  MARY  W.  (POLLY)  TOMPKINS 

b.  b-21-1799  Person  Co.,  N.  G.  b.  4-14-1799  prob.  S.  C. 

m  (i)  5_i_lg24  Hopkins  Co.,  Ky.  d.  10-28-1836  Union  Co. 

(2)  1-11-1838  Hopkins  Co.,  Ky.  bur.  Graintertown  Cem. 

)o<  (2)  Sarah  Tompkins 

(4)  b.  1-20-1797  S.  C. 

d.  10-9-1880  Union  Co.,  Ky.  d.  3-3-1863 

bur.  Graingertown,  Cemetery  (3)  Mariah  Thompson 

(4)  Mrs.  Bettie  Dillehay 

William  Scarlette  Pierson  was  only  five  or  six  years  old  when  he 
came  to  Kentucky  with  his  parents  and  his  five  brothers  along  with 
a  caravan  of  twenty  eight  families  from  Roxboro,  North  Carolina  in 
the  fall  of  1805.   The  women  and  children  rode  in  the  covered 
wagons  while  the  men  and  slaves  rode  horseback  and  drove  the  live- 
stock.  The  family  settled  on  land  on  Stegals  Branch  of  Deer  Creek 
which  is  a  tributary  of  Green  River.   In  1805  this  land  was  in 
Henderson  County,  but  by  1807  it  was  part  of  the  newly  formed 
county  of  Hopkins.   By  1811  some  of  this  same  land  became  part  of 
Union  County.   Court  records  from  both  Hopkins  and  Union  make 
it  possible  to  trace  this  family. 

By  1818,  Will  S.'s  parents  and  six  sons  had  moved  to  Union  County 
and  bought  land  near  Caseyville  between  Tradewater  River  and 
Cypress  Creek.   Even  then  the  land  was  practically  an  unbroken 
wilderness. 

Six  years  later  on  May  1,  1824,  Will  S.  went  back  to  Hopkins 
County  to  marry  Mary  W.  Tompkins,  daughter  of  the  James  Tompkins. 
By  1836  they  were  the  proud  parents  of  five  girls  and  three  sons. 
Mary  died  an  hour  after  the  birth  of  her  youngest  son,  William 
Wright.   Two  years  later  Will  S.  married  his  first  wife's  older 
sister,  Sarah.  He  had  two  additional  marriages  .  .  .  his  third 
was  to  Mariah  Thompson  (a  sister  of  his  uncle).   His  fourth  was 
to  Mrs.  Bettie  Dillehay  who  was  spoken  of  as  a  "yellow  fever 
widow  from  Arkansas."   (They  had  met  at  a  Presbyterian  Assembly 
at  Memphis. ) 

Will  S.  and  Mary  lived  in  Arkansas  and  Tepton  County,  Tenn.  for 
short  periods  of  time  before  settling  permanently  in  Union  Co.,  Ky. 

The  Union  County  History,  published  in  1886,  says,  "Will  S.  Pierson 
became  one  of  the  wealthiest  farmers  and  land-owners  in  the  county." 
Hopkins  and  Union  County  deeds  give  ample  proof  of  this.   They  are 
listed  on  a  separate  page. 

Sallie  Dyer  Lemon  wrote  her  impression  of  her  grandfather,   "I 
remember  our  grandfather  Pierson  very  -vividly,  having  been  in 
his  home  a  great  deal  as  a  child  when  my  memory  was  quite  active. 
I  do  not  remember  him  as  a  rich  man  for  he  lived  simply,  but  he 
might  have  been  regarded  so  by  others.   I  do  know  that  he  had 
owned  a  great  many  Negroes  but  had  given  them  their  freedom  before 
the  Civil  War.   He  was  what  they  called  a  "Union  Man"  and  wore  a 
long  blue  overcoat  of  the  color  of  the  army  uniform.   His  Negroes 
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still  lived  off  his  bounty  even  if  they  had  their  freedom.   He  had 
many  friends  and  some  enemies.   I  remember  hearing  that  he  had  gone 
security  for  many  friends  and  one  o^  two  brothers  and  had  lost 
money  that  way.   His  outstanding  quality,  as  I  recall,  was  that  of 
a  Christian  gentlemen.   He  was  of  a  florid  complexion,  quite  lar~e, 
and  vrore  his  hair  combed  stright  back  in  pre-revolutionary  style, 
and  was  of  a  very  jovial  disposition.   He  was  8  areat  believer 
in  matrimony  and  recommended  it  highly  and  practiced  it  four  times 
himself.   He  was  an  ardent  lover  of  singina-  hymns  and  was  the 
acknowledged  leader  of  music  in  his  country  church  (Presbyterian), 
Nazareth.   His  only  preparation  for  this  was  to  eat  a  juicy 
G-entian  apple  which  he  always  carried  in  his  oocket,  just  before 
entering  the  church.   He  never  used  intoxicating  liquors  or  tobacco 
in  any  form.   Only  one  o^  his  wives  smoked,  according  to  my 
knowledge.   He  was  regarded  by  the  community  as  a  very  "good,  man." 
Two  of  his  brothers,  Tilghman  and  Benjamin,  were  Presbyterian 
ministers,  and  another  brother,  Hose?,  a  minister  of  the  Kethodist 
faith.   William  Scarlette  was  one  of  the  first  camp  holders  at  the 
camp  meeting  at  Nazareth  Church.   These  camp  meetings  developed 
into  the  Nazareth  Society,  and  also  spread  the  seeds  of  the  Gospel 
into  other  parts.   He  was  a  ruling  elder  of  the  Cumberland  Presbyterian 
Church  for  fifty  years." 

One  grandson,  Jim  Dyer,  remembered  how  hospitable  his  grandfather, 
Will  S.,  would  be  at  times  as  he  would  invite  as  many  as  one  hundred 
borne  for  dinner  after  church  services. 

A  p-randdau^hter  lau^hin^ly  said  that  Will  S.  never  worked  a  day  in 
his  life,  but  that  he  married  well  all  four  times.   Still  another 
descendant  recalls  that  Will  3.  was  rather  formal  .  .  .  requiring 
every  male  within  the  household  to  wear  his  coat  at  mealtime. 

Will  3.  ovned  several  hundred  acres  of  land  on  Locust  Creek  and 
Tradewater  River  in  TJnion  County,  as  well  a^  much  land  in  Hopkins 
County.   He  died  of  cancer  at  the  age  of  eighty-one  and  was  buried 
at  r?rain~ertoT'Tn  Cemetery  where  his  first  three  wives  were  buried. 
His  last  wife  faithfully  nurse"!  bin  through  his  last  illness.   She 
returned  to  Arkansas. 

The  eic-ht  children  of  Will  S.  and  Mary  W.  Pierson  were:   Mary 
Elis  beth  (Bess),  ■"'-rah  Isabella,  Predonia  A.,  Soohronia  Jane, 
James  ?. ,  John  Hogue,  Luticia,  and  Will  Wright.   Their  mates  and 
descendants  follow: 


lilt. 

Descendants    of  William  S.    Pierson 
(17?9-lc80) 
and 
Mary   W.    (Tompkins)   Pierson 
(William  S.    Piers  on,    fourth 
son    of  John    and   Elisabeth 
( Warren )   Piers  on ) 

T.   Mary  Elisabeth   (Bess)    Piers  on  n.    Janes  McCortle   Thomos 

b#   I'^'Y&i  ;V^ans*3       _  b.    2-1Jl-1S16   Union   Co. 

m.   9-lo-l852  Union    Co.,   Kv. 

d.    1688  "  H      i^  = 


on 


rrainfrertown   Cemetery 


i.   12-6-1897 


m. 


1 .    J  ame  s   Mc  C  or  1 1  e   Th  cm  o  s  on   Jr . 

a .  H  orac e  Th  omps  on 

b.  Malcolm  Thompson  m.   Louise   Spra^ue 

1.   Mary  Louise   Thompson  m.    Stanton 


2.    Tom   Thompson 


'<  .     "r,~-,  r,     T, 


?-aria  Charlton   Thompson 


a •   Bess  K  s d res 

b  ,    A Ime da  He  d.sre  s 


ESTSTT      T-T«^  ; 


OS 


^  -  •    ej  vJl,  Li     * .    n ec 


m.  Duffer 


''   b?ri8581Vlna  Th0m?S0n  a-   Howard  Malcolm  Davli 

m.    1?79 

a.   Thompson  Pennett  ^avis  r     7«r„!-lB    n1. 

1.  Malcolm  Davis  31, 

2.  T.    P.    Davis 


3.    Jack   Davis 

b.    Elisabeth  Davis  „      mi  r„    • 

-it-  T-.1  .  ( 2  )  A .   H  a  nc  oc  V 

1.   Mary  Elizabeth  Mason  -1     r, 


m.    Robert  Collins 
m.    J.    T.    Savarre 


a.  Robert 

b.  Cynthia 
2.    Malvina  Hancock 

a.  Elisabeth 

b,  Caroline 

c.   Hulette   Davis--  _   _  m   pn      iv 

a.   Mn.iui.ota  Davis  wnfmlU,,^ 


II.    ?arah   Isabella   Pip 


rson 


b.    10-17-1826   Union   Co.,    Kv. 
d.    11-23-1693 

1.  Tilghman  Thompson 
di 


m .    K  a.y  v  e  y   T  h  om  neon 


V, 


iivil   '.Jar 
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2.  H.  A.  Th  craps  on 
b.  I4.-7-I862 
d.  19h.it- 

a.  H.  A.  Thompson  Jr.  (died  young; 

b.  Sarah  Isabella  Thompson 

c.  Mary  Ida  Thompson 

1.  Ruth  Welsh 

d.  Katherine   Lewis   Thompson 

1.  Mary   Isabella 

2.  Katherine  Temple 

e.  Son    .    .     .  JPI 

III.  Predonia  A.  ^ierson 

b.  1829 
d.  I8k6 

IV*    Sophronia  Jane   ^ierson 

b.    7-15-1830  Tennessee 

m.    2-17-1851  Tinion   Co.,    Ky. 

d.    10-7-lp72   Union   Co.,    Ky. 

1.  Mary  Isabella  Dyer 

2.  Willie  Pier  son  Dyer 

3.  Jrmes  Mason  Dyer 
It.,  Sarah  In  tier  a  Dyer 

5.  Darius  Dyer 

6.  John  Thomas  )yer 

7.  Benjamin  rri~ht  Dyer 

8.  Orville  Pool  Dyer 

9.  Marshall  Thompson  Dyer 

10.  Attaway  Mar  cell  a  Dyer 

11.  Calvert  Welch  Dyer 

12.  Wallace  Curtis  Dyer 

13.  Bryan  Carroll  Dyer 


m.  Clara  Fletcher  Lewis 
b.  1867 
d.  1903 


m.  C.  E.  Welsh 
m.  Milton  Goush 
m.  (1)  Field 
(2)  Hall 


m.  John  Mason  Dyer 

b.  k-16-1329  Union  Co. 


d.  8-I3-I887  Union  Co. 
m.  "ives  Casey 
m.  Virginia  Eleanor  Long 
m.  Julia  Scott 
m.  Charles  M.  Lemon 
m.  Bettie  Farbee 
m.  Willis  Wright  Hughes 
m.  Martha  Williams 
m.  Willis  Pornecie  Flue 
m.  (1)  Clara  Coleman 

(2)  E.  Hobbs 
m.  (1)  C.  N.  Wharton 

(2)  E.  P.  Wharton 

m.  Eva  Knapp 

m.  Ef.fie  Montgomery 
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V.     James  T.  Pierscm  m.  Ida  Hyde 

b.  4-11-1832  Union  Co.,Ky.      b. 
d.  d. 

Served  in  Ky.  House  of  Rep. ,1863/65 

1.  Eva  Fierson  '  m.    Gene  White  Cotton 

2.  Jim  Pierson  Jr.  m.  Adelia  Sullivan 

3.  Hosea  Pierson 

VT.    John  Hoaue  Pierson  m.  Matilda  Conn 

b.  10/5/183  3  b.  1842 

d.  1915 

1.  Tom  Pierson 

2.  Pearl  Pierson  m.  Fred  Heine 

3.  Elisabeth  Pierson        m.  William  Mclntyre 

a.  Rubye  Mclntyre 

b.  Marie  Mclntyre      m.  Jackson 

c.  Lillian  Mclntyre    m.  Ed  Ames 
1 .  Edward  Mclntyre  Ames 

VII.   Luticia  Pierson  m.  James  William  Dyer  M2 .Sophronia  Berry 

b.  4-12-1835  b.  1831 

d.  1860  d.  1876 

1.  Sally  Dyer 

2 .  Harry  Dyer 

VTII.  Will  Wricrht  Pierson  &Twin   m.  Sue  E.  Brooks  (sis.  of  Amelia  Brooks 
o4     n  b.3/3i/iS3S     Mrs#  j0hn  Will  Dyer) 

b.  10-JS-183*,  Tenn.  D.  »|W^27 

d.  4/12/ fl!7  f  r       ,     \ 

bur.  Owensboro,  Ky.  bur.  Owensboro,  Ky.^Q/nu^ctxt  Kj^r^tv^M) 

Owned  1500  A.  land  U 

Caseyville  business  man 
Pres .  Sturais  Bank,  1893 
Moved  to  Owensboro,  Ky. 
Raised  by  uncle  and  aunt  (James  T.  &  Emily  Henry  Pierson) 

1.  Hannah  E.  Pierson  ) 
b.  1862  d.  1864    L 

2.  Emily  Pierson        All  three  died  during  epidemic  of 

3.  Dau.  Pierson     _y       scarlet  fever  or  cholera 

4.  Mary  Ann  or  Mary  Jane  (called  Jimmie)m.  Thomas  N.  Givens 
b. 

d. San  Antonia,  Tex. 

a.  Pierson  Givens     m.  Louise  McGaw 
Lived,  Texas 

1.  Thomas  N.  Givens  Jr.  m.  Lois 

a.  Lois 

b.  Judith 

b.  Thomas  Kerr  Givens      m.(l)  Virginia  Bransom 

(2)  Keith 

Lived  and  d.  L"ville,Ky. 

1.  Sev.  Infants  that  died 

2.  Mary  ^inley  Givens    m.  William  E.  Nelson 
a. 

b. 

c.  Judith  Givens  Never  married 
Lived  San  Antonia,  Tex. 

d.  John  Givens  m.  Grace  Coleman 
Lived  in  Texas 

1.  John  Givens  m# 
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5,  Florence  Amelia  Pierson  m.  Thomas  Small  Waller 
b. 
d. 
First  Union  Co.  woman  jury  forman 

a«  William  Wriqht  Waller  m.  Jane  Letcher 

b.  d. b. d. 


1.    Anne   Kmnard   Waller        m.    Richard   Dreier,    Div. 
b. 

a.  Cecelia   Dreier   b. 

b.  Richard   Dreier   b._ 

c.  Jeremiah  Dreier   b. 


William  Wriqht  Waller  (Jerry)  m.  Hedi  Unsin 

c.  Thomas  Wriqht  Waller  b. 

d.  John  Pierson  Waller  b.  

Katherine  Letcher  Waller  (TaTa)  m.  Alfred  Gres 
b. 

a.  Wriqht  Gres     m.  

b. 

£. 

b.  Stephen  GresA  b.  

c.  James  Gres      m.  

b. 

d.  Janet  Gres  b.  


bv  Elizabeth  Berry  Waller    m.  Walter  McMillan  Ralph 
b. 
1.  Pierson  McMillan  Ralph  m.  Lynn  Brueqqman 

b. 

a.  Jane  Elizabeth  Ralph  b. 

b.Ben  Cutler  Ralph  b. 

c.  Charles  Alfred  Ralph  b.  

d.  Walter  McMillan  Ralph  b. 


2.  Jean  Ralph         m.  John  Gardner  Johnson 

b.  

a.  Catherine  Elizabeth  Johnson  b. 

b."  Thomas  Wriqht  Johnson  b. 


c.Charles  Gardner  Johnson  b. 
d.  Robert  McMillan  Johnson  b.. 


Also  raised  5  ch.  of  John's  sister(Jane  J.  Wissenback), 
Michael,  Thomas  Bradley,  Daniel,  Susan,  and  Ann  Wissenback 

c.  Echols  Brooks  Waller 
DI 

d.  Katherine  Younq  Waller    m.  Charles  B.  Hatfield 

e.  Benjamin  Gibson  Waller   m.  Clara  Waller 

f.  Pierson  Brooks  Waller    m.  Clara  Brown  Buchanan 

6.  Fredonia  Isabelle  Pierson  m.P.  Alfred  Lyon(Pres.  M'boro,  Tenn.Colleg 

a.  Mary  Louise  Lyon        m.  Horace  G.  Jones 
1. Robert  Jones  m  (1) (2) 

six  children 
2.  Horace  Jones  m  (1) (2) 

b.  Echols  Brooks  Lyon 

c.  Dorothy  Lyon         m.  R.  N.  Shedden 
1. 

2. 

3. 

7.  Martha  Virqinia  (Pattie  Myrtle )Pierson  m.  Carrol  Wallace 

First  woman  bank  cashier  in  Ky. 
3.  Will  Wriqht  Pierson   m.  Louise  Buckner^.  V7/'^ 
a«  Man? Buc&ner  Pierson  m.(l)   Quayle  (2)  Kelland 
1*  Son 


C0URTH07-E  RECORDS   FOR 
WILLIAM   S.    PIERSON 
(1799-1880) 
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UNION  CO 'PITY 
Date      Grantee 


1827 
I838 

1826 

1Q56 

i  P.fin 


Sarah  &  W.  S. 

Pierson 
H.  A.  cc   Eliza 

Pierson 

Grantor 


Will  3.  Pierson 

Will  S.  ^ierson 
'.•rill  S.  '  ierson 
Will  3.  Pierson 

''ill  3.  Pierson 
Will  S.  "'ierson 


Grantor 


Stone 

Ball 


Grantee 

Jno  Pierson 

Hall 

Grainger 

B.  H.  &  Han. 

Pierson 
H.  A.  Pierson 
Wallace 


Inst.  Bk.  P  -e 


D 

Mt*. 

D 
D 

D 
D 


n 


0 

Q 

Q 

31 


kh5 

31'4 

l*l*S 

383 
376 
15U 

296 
17? 


Description 


150A   Locust   Or. 

R150.00 
300A  Trade  water 


110A  Trade water 

33OO.OO 

93 A  '--    3 e water 

19 8a  Tradewater 

1 1 1 A  Tr  adewa  ter 

Lots  Saseyville 

1    5  r71TO  fi  f^  £>■*.-  Q_"H  QJ1 


HOPKINS    COUNTY 


Date 

Grantee 

Grant or 

Inst. 

paR6 

Description 

181,8 

Willie   S. 

John  Tompkins 

Mte. 

13 

253 

Pers .    i  rop . 

?. ,/■  - 

Will   3. 

John  Tompkins, 
3hf". 

D 

14 

57 

Int.    2   tr  2    fc :; 

1350 

:V  1 1 1     3  • 

H.    A.    Pierson, 
wife 

15 

21*7 

1    tract  Deer 

\J  A    C  M  1»- 

13^0 

Will   3. 

Carney  Tompkins 

15 

2h.3 

Int.    in   Jas. 
Tompkins   Ert. 

1853 

Will  L. 

Grantor 

John  Tompkins, 
est . 

Grantee 

D 

18 

I4.OO 

2    tracts 
Clear  Creek 

1833 

etal,    Will  3. 

Will   S.    Pierson 

7 

LI 

Div.    Pers.    Proo. 

131x8 

etal,    Mary, 
Sarah, Will   3. 

Wm.   Tompkins 

13 

259 

2 00 A    Pond  R. 

181*8 

Penj.  P.,   Will 
S.,    John,    est. 

Rosea  A .    Piers . 

D 

13 

227 

Union  &  Hopkins 
Counties 

1850 

Janes,    John   G. 
•\    Sarah,    Will 

Hobgood 

15 

251 

l86^A   Deer  Or. 

18£0 

Sarah,    Will  3. 

Dunkerson 

15 

21*9 

72 1A  Deer   Cr. 

1851 

Will   S. 

Dunkerson 

16 

192 

release    on   >It". 

l°-53 

etal   Will  3. 

Veasey 

18 

1*0 

release    135A 

Deer   Creek 

l°53 

etal  Will  3. 

Dunkerson 

18 

30U 

release    on    land 
c  1  aim 

1355 

Sarah  &  Will   3. 

Cobb 

20 

137 

lloA  Ceer   Cr. 
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PIERS ON  BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Bella  Thompson,    Owensboro,    Ky.  Saliie   Oyer   Lemon 

Mr.   Robert  Stillwell,   Morgan  town,   W.    Va.  Henderson -Union   Co.    Atlas 

Mr.   Robert  A.    Lawton,    Boulder,    Colorado  Union    Co.    Past   &  Present 

Ropkins   County,    Ky.    Courthouse  Records  Graingertown   Cera.    Tombstone 

Memories    of   80  Years   by  Judge  Geo.   Huston  Caseyville    Cera.    Tomb 3 tones 

John   Pierson  Tension  pps .    (Rev.   Mar)   NO.   25119        Mrs.   Walter  Ralph 

Elisabeth   Pierson    (wiiow)    pension   request  Mrs.    A.    C.    Hancock 

Ru>-.y  Mclntyre,    Sturgis,   Ky.  1810  Census  Hopkins   Co. 

Union   Co.   History,    nub.    1886,    p.    596  1820  Census   Union    Co. 

Person   Co.   N.    C.    Co  rthouse  Records  union  Co.    Courthouse    Record 

BiosrraDhical  "ketches,    Cumberland   Presbyterian   Church,   Vol.    1,    Crisman, 
E.    P.    and  B.   H.    Pierson,    D.    D. 

Research   by  Mrs.   H.    A.    Sliot    for  Halifax   Co.,    Vs.  ^er-on   Co.,    U.    C. 

Research   by  Mrs.   M.    J.    Farnett   for  Person   Co.,    N.  C, 

Thomas  Plack  '/ill,    Person   Co.,    N.   C,    p.    103-109,  '-Mils    179 1-1797 

John  Plack  Will,    Person   Co.,    N.   C,    p.    211,    Wills  1792-1797 

Old  Kentucky   Grants  (1793-1856)    Section   III 

Acres  Book  Page  Date    of  Survey  County  Watercourse 

Jno  Pierson        l80  15  i|35               9-30-1807  Hopkins  Deer  Creek 

Jno  Pierson        3^-0  17  ^4-0              6-22-1806  Renders  Deer   Creek 

Jno  Pierson        ij.00  17  lj.1            10-   6-I0O7  Hopkins  Deer   Creek 

Jno  Pierson        1+00  17  I4.3               9-  5-1807  Hopkins  Deer  Creek 

Jno   Pierson        200  17  kk            10-  6-1307  Hopkins  Deer   Creek 
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BLACK  FAMILY  of  Person  Co.,  N.  C. 

The  following  information  is  a  compilation  from  the  Person  County 
Wills  of  Thomas  and  John  Black. 

riack  m.  Elisabeth  

b  b# 

d.  bef.  1793  d*  aIter   1793 

1.  Thomas  Black 

d!  11-2^-1793 

2.  George  Flack  m.  

b. 

d. 

a.    Elizabeth   Black  m.   Maj.   Harrelson 


3.  Henry  Plack  m.   

d. 

a.  Jane    Black 

b .  J  oh    (  s  on  ) 

!  i .   J  oh  n  El  ac  k  m .   M  ary 

:'!    17°5 

a.  Samuel 

b.  Robert 

c.  John 

5.  Robert  Black 
b. 

d. 

6 .  Mary   ""  1  ac  k  m .   


b. 
d.  aft.  179U  d. 

Lived  Ealtimore,  Maryland 

a.  Prob.  John  Pierson  m.  Elisabeth  barren 

b.  1762"  " 

d.  I838  Union  Co.,  Ky . 
John  serve!  as  lawyer  for 
Mary  Pearson  of  Ealtimore, 
Maryland. 
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TOMPKINS  FAMILY 

William  Scarlette  Pierson  married  two  daughters  of  the  James  Tomokins 
Family  of  Hopkins  County,  Mary  W.  and  Sarah.   Mary  W.  Tompkins 
Pierson  was  the  mother  of  all  eight  Pierson  children.   The  Tompkins 
ancestry  follows: 

James  Tompkins  m.  Polly  (Mary) 

b.  prob.  Caroline  Co.,  Va.  b.  ca.  1770  3.  C. 

m. 

d.    1833  Hopkins   Co.,   Ky  d.    aft.    l8£0  Hopkins   Co, 

bur.    prob.   Bumpus   Cemetery  bur.    prob.   Eumpus    Cem. 

nea-1    Steuben's    Lick,    Hopkins   Co.,    Ky. 

James    and   his   brothers  Humphrey,    Gwyn,    Francis,    John,    Satel,    and 
Christopher   emigrated   with    their  father,    John,    from  Virginia  to 
Fayette   County,   Kentucky,    in    I783. 

In   1735  wo  find  from  Jillson's   Old  Kentucky  Grants    that   James 
Tompkins    is   listed    as   having   a   1,666   acre  Military  G-rant    (Book   13, 
page   501)    on   Buck's   Creek,    Christian   County. 

1795    .    .    .    200A  Crab   Orchard,    Christian   Co.,   Ky.,    Sec.    Ill,    Old  Ky. 
Grants,    1793-l8£6. 

In   1800  James   Tompkins    is   listed   in    the  Henderson   County  Tax  List. 

By   I807  when  Hopkins   County  was   formed  from  part   of  Henderson   County, 
we   find   James    Tompkins   recorded    in    the    new  county  by   receiving   a 
grant    of   200   acres    on   Clear   Creek. 

By   1^16   James   Tompicins   bought   an    additional    800   acres    in    three   Tracts 
on   Teer  Creek. 

When    or  where   James    and  Polly  married    is   not  known,    but  by   1810 
they  had    a  family    oT"    ten   children    as    the  Hopkins    County   Census 
shows : 

Males:      3    (under   10  years),    2    (10-16),    1    (16-26),    1    (Il5-uo) 
Females:      1    (under   10  years),    2    (10-16),    1   (16-26),    1    (li5-up) 

The   Tompkins    lived   on    the    old  Henderson-Madisonville  Road  near 
Steuben's    Lick   (about   a  mile   north   of  Manitou),    and   not   too  many 
miles   from   the  John   Piersons. 

There   are  many   de»ds   for    the   Tomp'::ns    in  Hopkins   County    .    .    .    too 
many    to   enumerate.      Jam»s   Tompkins    die  1   intestate,    but  from   a 
"Division   of   Slaves"    document  we    ~et   some  facts:      his  wife's    name, 
Polly;   his   children's   names    (and   in    some    instances  whom   they 
married);    and   the   fact   that  he  had  Lj.6   slaves    to   divide    among  his 
heirs    .    .    .    Since    slaves    and   land   were    a   good   indication    of   a  man's 
worth,    we    can    easily   say   that   James   Tompkins   was    a  man    of  means. 


It   is   not  known    the    order   of  birth   of   the   children,    but   the    list 
below   etives    their  names    and    some    of   their  wedding    dates. 


William  Tompkins  6-    l-l8l8  m.  Temperance    ~ox 

Karv   VJ.    Tompkins  5-   1-1821}.  a.  Will  S.   Piers  on 

Mcey  Tompkins  8-  9-183U  m.  ( lv   Allen  T: .    3o<;ch 

H-IO-I635  (2  )    "Jan'  -.1    V.  :ins 

Sally   Tompkins  I-II-I838  -.  Will    >.     'ierar-n 

Thomas  Tompkins                           "•  Emily 

Carny  Tompkins  10-   9-1827  -  .  Patsey   Lynn 

Prances   Tompkins  3-    6-1828  .  James    Lynn 

James   Tomokins                               '  •  (1)    Cron~    


(2)  . 


-.  ■->  .*-.  q        —  _  ^,  , 


Wright  Tompkins  ^  

John  Tompkins  12-ll-l83lj.  -  .  "e-hecc- 

In  tryinp  to  locate  the  burial  site  for  the  James  ?c   :ins,   '  e 
writer  advertised  in  the  Hopkins  County  oer)??   Cor-    ~  : ■  istcnc?  in 
locating  it.   One  lone  letter  came  tellin     -  t  the  '  cspus 
Cemetery  but  the  writer  of  the  letter  warned  th-;t  a  bnlldor  r 
was  working  in  the  vicinity  and  suggested  urgency .   Jur*  =no: 
the  cemetery  was  destroy  ed  before  names  and  d  tes  co'  1"   e 
collected.   The  owner  of  the  land  has  inte  tions   '  t.r;  '.:.-    to 
reestablish  the  stones  if  they  can  he  located.   ( .7  A  1972) 

James  Tompkins'  father,  John,  was  married  twice.   it  1 

b;  the  writer  of  this  that  James  was  the  son  of  th?  fi 

Mary  (Dolly)  Goodloe  Tompkins,  rather  than  tie  son  of 

w:'fe,  Anne  (Tompkins)  Tompkins  (first  cousin  of  her    '  :  '). 

'.  story  given  in  the  Henderson  County  History,  pp.  32L.-326,   i.v 
a  number  of  interesting  facts  about  James  Tompkins  as  h:  !el 
Tompkins   oart  in  the  cantnre  of  T;i~  Haroe: 


» 
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SKETCH  0?  BIG  AND  LITTLE  HARPS 

(From  Henderson  County  History 
by  Hdmund  L.  Starling,  I887, 
pp.  32I4.-326  ) 


The  Harpe s  viere  the  terror 
of  the  pioneer.   Their  deeds  of 
daring  and  desperate  designs 
placed  them,  at  the  head  of  all 
early  desperadoes. 

The  Harpes,  consisting  of 
"Big  Harpe"  and  Susanna,  his 
iirife,  came  into  Kentucky  from 
Hast  Tennessee  in  the  year  17nQ. 
After  beinr  release'  fron  a 
Knoxville  jail  they  declared  war 
'against  all  mankind,  and  deter- 
mined to  rob  and  murder  until 
they  themselves  were  killed, 
a  fiery  red,  uncombed  and  matted 
villain;,  was  plainly  marked  thereon 
in  other  respects  the  counterpart 
through  the  wilderness  roads 


n  crime.   Their  travel 

n  blood.   'ifter  a  jail  sentence  in  Danville, 

d  enroute  for  the  mouth  of  C-reen  River  marking  their 

and  murders  of  the  most  horrible  an i  brutal  character 


they 


The  Harpe  women  had  preceded  their  husbands  to  Henderson  County 
an  ■  settled  ah  ut  six  miles  from  Henderson  towards  Madi30nville  where 
they  lived  from  1799  to  17c9.   They  passed  themselves  as  widows. 
Kinajah,  or  Big  Harpe,  and  Wiley,  or  Little  Harpe,  rejoined  their 
wives  and  started  in  the  direction  of  Tennessee,  but  remained  in 
Hopkins  County  for  some  time.   The  Harpes  ro  is  ^ood  horses  :ind 
dressed  well  in  the  clothes  of  their  murdered  victims. 


c  following  is 
Henderson  C  oun  t y . 


a  short  history 


their  devilish  Leeds  in 


//bile  passing  along  the  road  the  Harpes  stopped  for  dinner  at 


n  e  ?.r  3 1 ' 


c  e  n 


1j1C:C, 


the  house  of  a  settler  names  James  Tompkins 
passing  themselves  off  for  Methodist  preachers,  an i    one  of  them 
actually  said  grace  at  the  table.   One  of  them  aske  I  Mr.  Tompkins 
if  he  hunted  much,  who  replied  that  he  lid  when  he  had  the 
ammunition,  but  he  was  without  powder  just  then.   The  Harpes  affecting 
generosit,;:  divided  their  stock  of  powder  with  Mr.  Tompkins.   It  will 
be  seen  in  the  sequel  that  by  a  most  singular  providence,  Big  Harpe 
was  mortally  wo-  nded  by  his  own  oowler  thus  given  to  Mr.  Toraokins. 


roa< 


After  dinner  the;"  resumed  their  journey,   ^ive  miles  down  the 
live'  the  Moses  Stigall  family  but  only  Mrs.  Stigall  and  a 
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small  child  were  home   at   the   time.      The   next   settlement  was    Peter 
Ruby's,    eleven  miles   from  Stlgall's. 

Mtm.      derail  was    a  young  woman  with   only   one   chili.      A  man 
bv   the  name   of  Love  was   staying   that  night   at   the  house.      The 
SUes   lent   to   the   Stigall  house,   murdered  his   wife   an  i  child    and 
;>  'Love?    then   set  fire   to   the  house.      Two  renamed  Hudgean    and 
rfilw     were   returning  from  the   lick  with   their  packs    m    salt 
and  camoed  ?or  ?he  nigh t  near   the   Stlgall's.      About  daylight   the 
Heroes   arrested   the    two  men  under  the   pretense    they   had   committed 
Se',    robbery   and    a~son   at   the   Stlgall's.      Both  men  were   killed 
by   the  Harpes. 

The   settlers   we-e   enraged   so   a  company  was   forme  I  consisting 
0r  Leene-,    James  Tomokins,   Magby,    Linsey,    Christian,   Robertson, 
an^    Stigall.     These  men,  armed  with  rifles,    got   on    the    trail   of   the 


without  warning  fired  uoon   the  Harpes,    but  Big  Harpe    -alloped 
away   on  Love's  mare.      Little  Harpe   ran    into   a  thicket   and   was    not 
seen   afterwards. 

Rig  Harpe    tried    to   take    the  women  folks   with  him  but   seeing 
the   pursuers^ aoproachin^,   mounted  Love's  mare   and   darted   off    leaving 
the   women    and   children    to   provide    for   themselves. 

Love's  mare  was   strong   and   carried   the   200  pound   weight   of 
Rig  Harpe   with   ease.      Tompkins,    rather   a  small  man,    rode    a 
thorough- 1: red,    full-blooded   bay  mare    of    the   best   Virginia   stock, 
and   led   in   the    oursuit.      Nance,   his  mare,    exhibited   both    speed 
and   bottom  in    this   race    of   life    or  death.      As    the    other  horses 
tired,    the   pursuit  was   left    to  Tompkins.      As    the   race   progressed, 
Big  Harpe   drove   into   a  thick  forest    of   larre   trees  upon    a  creek 
bottom/    Here  he  was    overhauled  by   Tompkins .      Rach  reined  up  his 
foaminr   steed    and   stoppei.      Neither   attenpted   to   fire,    Tompkins 
told  H^me   that   escape"  was    impossible    and  he  had  better   surrender. 
"Never"   replied  Harpe.      Leeper  was   now  in    sight   so  Harpe   dashed 
off   at  full   speed  while   Tompkins    tarried  for  Leeper.      Since 
Leeper's   ramrod  had  rotten  wet   earlier   in    the  prursuit,    Toraokins 
exchanged  horses  with   Leeper    and   gave  him  his    ~un    and    shot 
pouch.      Leeper  dashed  forward   after  Birr  H-rpe.      The   noble  mare 
proved  her   ability.      Putting  Nance    to  full   speed,    he  rushed  up 
within   ten   steps   of  Harpe,    threw  his    leg   over   the  mare,    and   the 
vridle   over  Nance's  head    and   jumped    to   the    -round,    took   aim   and 
fired.     Harpe's   run   did   not   snap,      w^rpe    threw   the   run    down, 
wheeled   the    "-ray  mare   and  pushed    on  his    course.      Leeper   overtook 
Harpe   and  found  him  holdinr   on  his   saddle   pommel  with  both  hands 
as  he  had  been  hit  by   Leeper's   bullet.      Leeper  rushed   alon-side 
and   threw  him   to   the   around.     Harpe   begged    to  be   taken    to    justice 
but  Leeper  refuse  1  his   request. 

Harpe    asked  for   a  drink   of  wat«r.      Leeper  filled  his    shoe 
to   ^ive  him  a  drink  when   the    other  pursuers,    James   Tompkins, 
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Stigall,    and   others    dashed  up.      Without   cremony,    Stigall   dismounted, 
drew  his   knife,    and   severed  Big  Harpe's  head  from  bis   body.      A  tall 
young    tree   x-jas    stripped    of    its    limbs    and   then   pointed.      On    this 
point    the  head  was    fastened,    the    skull    and    jaw  bones    rema'ning 
there   for  many  years,    after   all   else   had  mingled  with   the   dust. 
Nearby   stood    a  large   tree  with   the   initials    of   the   dead   outlaw, 
"U.   FT.,"    plainly   visible   for  many  years.      The   place  where   this 
tree     -rev;   is    in    the   present   County   of  Webster,    at   the   intersection 
of   the  Henderson   and  Morganfield   and  Madisonville   roads. 

The  Karpe   women,    Susanna   and   Sally    and    their   two   children 
also   another  'Jarpe  woman   and   child  were   tried   in  Henderson   and 
found   guilty   as   parties    to   the  murder.      Later   the   women   vie  re    taken 
to   Russellville,    to   await   the    action   of    the  Grand   Jury.      They 
were    tried    at  Russellville    and   cleared. 
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JOHN  TOMPKINS  m.  (1)  Mary  (Dolly)  Goodloe 

b  17h.3  Caroline  County,  Va.  (2)  Anne  Tompkins  (his 

first  cousin) 

d!  1789  Kentucky  (Tax  List  of 
Payette  Co.  shows  wife, 
Anne  Tompkins  head  of  house- 
hold by  1789) 

bur. 

3on  of  Christopher  II  and  Joyce 

(P.eade)  Tompkins  of  Gloucester 

Co.,  Va. 

Smig.  to  Fayette  Co.,  Ky.  with 

several  of  his  family  by  1783 

(Pef.  ?.  7.  Tompkins)  .  .  . 

so   e   say   179U--      First   date 

seems    best   to   tally   with  death 

date.      '■iG.s   said    to  be    of 

inde pende n t  c ircums tances . 

The  Tompkins   family    is   well   documented    in   Vol.    10,    2    series    of  the 
William  and  Mary  Quarterly,    pa^e   28,    and   in    the  Tomkins -Tompkins 
Genealogy  by  Robert  A.   Tompkins.      Judgfl   ?.    '7.    Tompkins'   Eible 
an?    the   T.   M.   Marshall  book,   Historic  Families    of  Ky.    also   give 
addition"!    data.      Probably    the  most    authentic    and   complete    record 
is    in    the  Tomokins   Genealogy.      From   this  we   learn   that    the   Tomokins 


of   America  belong;    to   two  main   branches 


one    in  New  England 


by   1635   and   one   in  Virginia   at   even    an  earlier  date.      Eoth   "'ranches 
can   be    traced  lack   to  Thorn,    the   Saxon,    who  went   to  Britain  with 
William  the  Conqueror   and   fought   in    the   Battle    of  Hastings.      Thorn 
the   Saxon's   son,    Toen  ba   1070,    died   in    a  battle    in   Palestine    as 
he   was    first   over1   the   rampart    in    an    assault   during   the    Crusades. 

The  John  Tompkins  family  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  had  articles 
be-rinp:  arms  of  Tomkyns  of  Hereford.  This  coat  of  arms  has  as 
its  motto:      "Nothing   is    great   that   is   not   good." 


Different  writers    on   the   Tomp  :ins    of  Kentucky   rive   different 
accounts    of   the   children   of   John  Tompkins    (emigrated   to  Ky.    in 
1783).      The   ones   listed  here    are    those   fiven    in    the   Tompkins' 


Genealogy  for   they   seem 
wr i  ter . 

1.  Dolly 

Had  two  children 

2.  John 

b.    1778 

Had    10-12   children 


lost   accurate    and    inclusive    to   the 


m.    Vivian   K.    Goodloe 


m.    Abigail  Watson 


3.   Chris tooher 
d.  1755' 

d.    I8li5  Glasgow,    Ky. 
Had  five   children 


m.    Theodosia  Lo^an 
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k.      Clark 

J>.      Gwyn  Reade  m.    Sally  Ann  May 

b. 

d.    1823-2U  Payette   Co. 
Judge 

6.  Humphrey 

7.  Francis 

8.  Ann 

9.  James  m.  Polly 

b.  b.  S.  C. 

1.  1333  Hopkins  Co.,  Ky.  d.  abt.  l8£0  Hopkins  Co. 

This  may  not  be  the  correct  order  as  the  birth  dates  are  not  -iven, 
nor  is  it  known  •■*hich  children  belonged  to  which  mother. 

The  ?.  '-'.  Tompkins  paper  says  that  John  Tompkins  and  his  sons,  James, 
Humphrey,  Ewyn,  Francis,  John,  G-atel  and  Christopher  emigrated  to 
Kentucky. 

John  Jr.,  Christopher,  G-wyn,  and  James  raised  families  in  Kentucky 
so  we  do  know  something  of  these  four  sons.   3ome  of  the  descendants 
were  active  in  politics  serving  in  the  Kentucky  legislature.   One 
was  a  judge  of  Ba  ren  County  and  ran  for  governor  in  I82I4.  but  was 
defeated  by  J  anes  Desha. 

The  descendants  o1"  James  and  Polly  Tompkins  of  Hopkins  County  are 
t^iven  under  James  Tompkins. 


Excerpts  from: 

THE  TOMKINS -TOMPKINS  GENEALOGY 
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Compiled  printed  and  published  by  Robert  A.  Tompkins  and  Clara  F. 
Tompkins,  1U.95  West  Adams  Blvd.,  Los  Angeles,  Calif. 

Later  1228  Neal  Street,  N.  C.  Washington,  D.  C. 
Copyright  19U2 

Some  additions  from  Wm.  &  Mary  Quarterly  II,  Vol.  10  &  Hopkins  Co., 
Ky.  Records  &  H  storic  Families  of  Kentucky  (Green). 

1.  Tom,  the  Saxon 

2.  Toen,  had 

3.  Toenchen  ba  1095  and  had 
l±.  Tomkyn  or  Tomkyns  ba  1190  (Tomkyns  of  Lostwithiel) 

Had  Tomkyns,  all  members  of  which  family  took  surname 
10.  Robert  of  Charlton  ba  I2I4.O,  da  1300  (First  bearing  surname) 

Robert  Tomkys  of  Charlton  had 
12.   Thomas  of  Hereford  ba  1260,  Bishop  of  Hereford  and  had 
15.  William  ba  1327  .  .  .  will  dated  I388  .  .  .  Vicar  of  Budbroke 

and  Estlemyngton,  lived  at  time  of  Black  Plague  had 
17.  William  of  London  ba  1360  mentioned  in  will  of  1396 
20.   Thomas  ba  II4.OO  was  adult  in  Ik 3k  .  .  .  had 
21;.  James  of  Monington  and  Webley  ba  lij.90,  d.  1561 
M.  (1)  Elynor  Smoghe  (2)  Margaret  Ketlesby 
Lived  at  or  around  King's  By on  .  .  .  had 
37*   John  (changed  name  form)  .  .  .  had 

I4.3.  Giles  ...  da  1668  .  .  .  Organist  Kings  College  Cambridge 
Prob.  m.  Martha  Combs 

Had  Tompkins  of  England  and  America  .  .  .  had 
70.  Humphrey  b.  1617  d.  1679  rn.  Hannah  Bennett 

Settled  on  York  River  in  Va.  (Gloucester  Co.)  .  .  .  had 
108.  Humphrey  b.  12-I4.-I66I  .  .  . 

Had  Tompkins  of  Virginia 
11U.  Christopher  Tompkins  m.  Lucy  Gwynne  .  .  .  had   (home  "Maple  Swamp" 

near  Chiiesbury- 
built  ca  1736.  Ref. 
Wm.  &  Mary  II,  Vol. 
10,  p.  28.) 
0.  Christopher  II  Tompkins  m.  Joyce  Read,  dau.  of  Col.  George  Read  and 

Lucy  Gwynne 


•- 


Christopher  II   Tonpklna  m 

b.    10-17-1705 

d.     3-16-1779 

Sailor   in  Rev. 

Magistrate 

1753-59  Warden   and  vestry   St. 

Margaret  Parish    (Ref.    Colonial 

Caroline  by  Campbell) 

Lived  Caroline  Co.,    Va. 


Jovp.fi  Rftfld,    dau. 
b.    3-6-1701 
d.    7-8-1771 


Geo.    Reade=Eliz.  Kartii 

Thos.   Reade=Lucy  Gwynne 
(Gloucester  I  Co. ) 

11   children-one  being 
Joyce  Read,   Ref.   Wm. 
&  Mary   II,    Vol.    10, 
P.    28. 


I   believe  be   d. 
bef.    1789   as  Ann 
Tompkins    is    listed 
as  head   of  family 
in  Payette   Tax 
List   of   1789.    JDA 


1.  Capt.   Robert  Reade   Tompkins 
b/1730 
d.    1795   in  Revolution 

2.  Eenjamin   Tompkins 
b.    1732 

d.    1811  Fluvanna  Co.,    Va. 

3.  John  Tompkins 

b.    17314- 

I d.    1791+   in  Kentucky 

Emig.    to  Ky.    in   I783 
This   family  had   articles   bearing 
arms   of  Tomkyns    of  Hereford. 
Descendants    listed  below 
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m.  Ann  Dickinson 


m, 


m. 


[j..  Catherine  Tompkins 
5.  William  Tompkins 


6.  Francis 

7.  Col.  Christopher  Tompkins 
b.  1739 

d.  1823 


m, 


m, 


m. 
m. 


Elizabeth  Goodloe 


(1)  Mary  (Dolly) 
Goodloe 

(2)  Ann  Tompkins 
(first 

c  ou  s  in  ) 


Walter  Gregg 

Nancy  Overton 
( or  Cosby- 

Ref.  Wm.  & 

Mary  Quarterly) 

Frances  Quarles 

Mary  Ann  Fleet 
( or  Nancy  Fleet 

Ref.  Vfa.  & 

Mary  Quarterly) 


279.      John  Tompkins 

bTTTUT 
d.    1789 

EmiP.    to  Ky.    I783 
Had  Tompkins    of  Va.    and   Ky. 
565 .,  1.   Dolly   (Mary)   Tompkins 

a.  Goodloe 

b.  James 
566.            2.  John  Tompkins 

b.  1778 

Had  10  or  12  children 

Lived  near  Ky.-Tenn.  Line 

a.  Patrick  Watson  Tompkins 
b.  1801; 


567.  3.  Judr^e  Christopher  Tompkins 

b.  1755 
d.  15L.5  Glasgow,  Ky. 

a.  Sara  Ann  Tompkins 
b.  1809 

b.  ChrLrtopher  Tompkins 
b.  1812" 

c.  Theodoaia  Tompkins 

d.  daughter 

e.  Davidella  Tomokins 


Judge   ?  .    '/■/.    Tompkins 

d. 

says   family   tradition 

was    that   John   had    the 

following   sons  wh^n 

he   emi^.    to  Kv.:l.Jame° 

2 .Humphrey   3«    Gfogna 

U.Francis   5»John   6.    Gatel 

7. Christopher 

m.  (1)  Mary  (Dolly) 
Goodloe 


m.  Vivian  K.  Goodlo 


m.  Abigail  Watson 


m.  (1 )  Mary  Jane 

Helm 
(2)  Mary 

Covington 
m.  Theodosia  Logan 


m.  (1)  Dr.  Richard 
B.  Garnett 
( 2  )  Wm .  Le  wi  s 

Breckenridge 

m.  Hall 

m.  William  Garnett 
m.  Thomas  Crutcher 
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U.  Clark  Tompkins 

£.  Gwyn  Read  Tompkins 
b. 

d.  1823  Fayette  Co. 
Rep.  Fayette  Co.,  l80£ 

a.  Mary  A.  Tompkins 
b. 

d.  i860 

b.  John  Tompkins 

c.  Gwyn  Re?d  Tompkins 

d.  Catherine  Gwyn 

e.  Theodosia 

f.  Penjamin 

g.  William  May 

6.  Humphrey  Tompkins 

7.  Francis  Tompkins 

8.  Ann  Tompkins 

a.  Lyle 

b.  Isabella 

c .  Mary 


James   Tompkins 
,b.    prob.    Caroline    Co.,    7a. 
m. 

d.    I833  Hopkins   Co.,    Ky . 
Pur.    prob.   Bunpus   Cem.    near 
Steuben's   Lick,   Hopkins    Co.,    Ky. 


Ref.  Hopkins   Co. 

Records 
and 
Ref.    Jane  Dyer 

Arnold 


a. 


William  Tomokins 


m.    1^18 
b.    Marv   Tompkins 
fc.   ii-lU.-i799 
m.    182k 
d.    10-28-1836  Union    Co., 

1.  Sarah  Isabella 

2.  Mary  Elisabeth 


3.  Fredonia  A. 
I j  .  Sophronia  Jane 

b.  IBJO 

d.  1851 

5.  James  T. 

6.  John  Hogue 

7.  Luticia 

3.  Will  Wright 
Alcey  Tomp  :ins 


d.  Sallv   Tompkins 
m.    I838 

e.  Thomas  Tompkins 

f .  Carnv  Tompkins 
m.    1327 


m.    Sally   Ann   May 


m.    Chester   Powell 


m.   Mary  A.   Dunn 
m.    Joshua  Tracey 

m.   Harrison 

m.  '         \  Clark 

m.    Mary  Jane  Beaine 


m.    John  Lyle 


siiyl^yJi: 


m.    Po 
b 


d.    aft.    I833 

m.    Temperance   Cox 
m.   Will   3.    Piers  on 


m.   Harvey  Thompson 
m.    James   McCortle 
Thompson 

m.    John  Mason  Dyer 


m.  Ida  Hyde 

m.  Matilda  Conn 

m.  John  Will  Dyer 

m.  Sue  F.  Erooks 

m.  ( 1 )  Allen  K.  Couch 

(  2  )  Sam  W.  Eakins 
m.  Will  S.  Piers on 


m.  Patsey  Lynn 


\ 


g.    Prances   Tompkins 

m.    1828 
h.    James   Tompkins 
i.   Wright  Tompkins 
j.    John   Tompkins 

m.    I83I4. 
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m.    James   Lynn 

m.    Irene   

m.   Rebecca   Campbell 


Some   Indian  blood  may   flow  in    all   American  Tompkins    if   the   story    that 
Judge    P.    W.    Tompkins    tells    is    true.      This    is   how  he    tells    that 
interesting   story: 

"At    i   very   early   period   of   the   Colonial  history    of   America  a  man   by 
the   name    of  Gregna  or  Gwyn,    an   Englishman,   married   the   daughter   of 
an   Indian   near   the   cape   of  Virginia  who  had   some   authority    in    the 
land   and  when  Gwyn/Gregna   asked  him  for   ground   to  plant  his    peas 
and    tobacco  upon,    he   gave   him   the   little    island    off   the   cape   now 
called  Gregna  or  Gwyn's    island.      There  ^rep-na/Gwyn   planted;   he   raised 
three   children  by  his   Indian  wife,    a   son    and   two   daurhters.      Two 
Welshmen    (Read    and   Tompkins)   married    the^e    two  daughters,    from  which 
the   present  family   of  Tormkins    descended.      One   branch  of   the   family 
at   an   early  date   emigrated   to  New  York   to  which    the   late    governor 
and   Vice    President,    ^an    C.    Tompkins,    belonged;    another  branch 
emigrated   to   South   Carolina.      John  Tompkins,    the    grandfather   of   the 
writer   of   this  memo   emigrate!   with  his    family   to  Kentucky  from 
Virginia   in    the    spring   of    17'n,3«     His    sons   were  James,   Humphrey, 
Gregna/Gwyn,   Francis,    John,    Gatel   and  Christopher.      This    is    the 
family   tradition." 

Various    versions    of   this    legend   have    come    down    in    the   family. 
Another   one    is    that   a  Gwyn   rescued  Docahuntas   from  drot^ning   and 
was    g;iven   the    island  by  Powhatan.      The   rest   of  Juige  Tonpkin's 
account    is    very   badly  mixed.      Owning    to   the   destruction    of    the 
Virginia  record?    it  had   been   next   to    impossible    to  connect   Owen 
Gwyn   who   came    over   to  Virginia  from  Wales    in   1611   with    the    later 
family.      The  Rev.    John  Gwyn,    a  Church    of   England   clergyman,   had   a 
son,    Dr.    Edmund   Gwyn,    who  married  Lucy  rernard,    a  daughter    of 
Col.   William  Bernard   and    their   daughter,    Lucy  Gwyn,   married  Thomas 
Reade,    a   son   of   Col.   George   Reade    and  Elizabeth  Ma^tiau,    and   their 
daughter,    Joyce   Reade,   married  Christopher  Tompkins    of  North  River, 
Gloucester   Co.,    Va.    and   was    the  mother    of   the   John   Tompkins   who 
went   to  Kentucky    in   1783.    (J.    P.    S.) 

Both   of    the    above   stories    are    interesting,    but   it  will  be    the 
reader's    judgement    as    to   which    is    correct.      Evidently   Gwyn    is 
correct  rather  than  ^regna   as    the   name   Gwyn   is   used   in    a  number 
of   generation?.       ( JDA ) 
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CORRECTION  OR  ADDITION! 

After  the  researcher  (JDA)  had  written  the  preceding  story  on 
James  Tompkins,  she  received  information  from  South  Carolina 
records*ngave  new  insight  to  the  movements  of  the  James  Tompkins 
family. 

James  Tompkins  was  living  in  Cheraw  District  (now  Marlboro  County), 
S.  Carolina  in  1790.   From  the  census  of  that  year  we  learn  that 
Tompkins  was  married,  had  no  children,  but  owned  eight  slaves. 
He  married  Polly  Wright,  the  daughter  of  Carney  and  Sarah  Wright. 
Two  or  three  of  the  Tompkins  children  were  born  before  the  family 
emigrated  to  Kentucky  around  1798.   By  that  time  Tompkins  had  been 
given  a  grant  of  land  in  Christian  Co.,  Ky. 

Carney  Wright's  will  probated  in  Marlboro  Co.,  S,  Car.  in 
1792  names  his  wife,  Sarah,  and  children  Joseph,  William,  Sarah, 
and  Frances.  (Polly  had  probably  received  her  inheritance  when 
she  married. ) 

Carney  Wright  had  a  grant  of  land  on  the  Pee  Dee  River  in  1769  and 
another  grant  of  250  A.  that  was  patented  in  1779.   That  part  of 
S.  Car.  is  now  Anson  Co.,  N.  Carolina. 


T. 


132. 

TOMPKINS  BIBLIOGRAPHY 

17Q9  Fayette  Co.,  Ky.  Tax  List 

Jilliam  and  Mary  Quarterly,  2nd  Series,  Vol.  10,  pp.  28,  232-233 

Judge  ?.  W.  Tompkins  Bible  record,  Ky.  History  Library,  Frankfort,  Ky . 

Historic  Families  of  Kentucky  by  Thomas  Marshall  Green,  p.  195 

Tomkins -Tompkins  Genealogy  by  Robert  A.  Tompkins,  published  19^2 

Jillsons  Old  Kentucky  Grants,  1785,  Book  13,  p.  $01 

Section  III  Old  Ky .  Grants  (1793-1856),  Eook  3,  p.  kOO 

James  Tompkins,  200A,  Book  3,  p.  lj.00,  Nov.  6,  1798,  Christian  Co.,  Ky . 
Crab  Orchard  of  Tradewater 

James  Tompkins,  200A,  Book  h,    p.  211,  Sept.  23,  1807,  Hopkins  Co.,  Ky . 
Clear  Creek 

1°00  Census,  Henderson  County 

lSlO  Census,  Hopkins  County 

1880  Census,  Hopkins  County 

Hopkins  County  Courthouse  Records   (too  numerous  to  list) 

James  Tompkins  Heirs  Division  of  Slaves,  Deed  Book  7,  p.  [4I,  Hopkins  Co. 

Henderson  County  History,  Published  1887,  pp.  321+-326. 


133. 

WARREN  FAMILY 

Because  Elisabeth  Warren  was  the  wife  of  John  Pierson  and  mother 
of  the  six  Pierson  boys  ;>ho  came  to  Kentucky  in  lSOfp  and  started 
the  Kentucky  Piers  on s,  the  Warren  ancestry  is  of  special  interest. 

Elisabeth  was  an  eirhth  generation  Warren  in  America.   William 
Warren  (immigrant)  must  have  arrived  in  America  in  1633  at 
Elizabeth  City,  Va.   Ey  I6J4 2  he  had  received  a  grant  of  65>0  A 
in  Gloucester  Co.  for  transporting  13  persons  to  the  colony. 
Through  the  next  few  fenerations  vie  find  the  descendants  of  this 
William  Warren  had  moved  to  Essex,  Spotsylvania,  Caroline  Counties. 
Ey  17^7  some  had  gone  to  Halifax  Co.  in  Southern  Virginia.   Erom 
there  several  of  the  family  bought  land  in  North  Carolina  just 
across  the  state  line  from  Halifax  Co.   Through  formation  of  new 
counties  in  North  Carolina  the  same  land  at  different  times  was 
in  Oran~e,  Caswell,  and  Person  counties.   So  deeds  and  other 
court  records  are  found  in  all  these  different  counties. 

Genealogists  find  tracing  records  of  this  family  difficult  as 
"the  loss  of  nearly  all  early  records  of  Elizabeth  City,  Gloucester, 
and  Kin<~  and  Queen  Counties  of  Virginia;   the  loss  of  the  deed  and 
will  books  of  Caroline  County;  an i  the  total  lo^s  of  early  records 
of  New  Kent  and  Kin^  William  Counties.   The  marriage  records  of 
Halifax  are  very  incomplete.   The  following  Warren  line  of  descent 
is  taken  from  extant  patent,  or  land  ^rant  books  for  records. 
Though  it  is  far  from  complete,  it  is  the  best  as  can  be  found 
from  existing  records  of  Virginia. "   The  North  Carolina  records 
were  more  complete. 

Elisabeth  (Warren)  Pierson  w:s  the  laughter  of  Goodloe  and  Elesabeth 
(Stuart)  Warren,  of  Person  Co.,  N.  C.   Her  mother,  Elesabeth  (Stuart) 
Warren,  was  the  daughter  of  James  Stuart  of  Caswell  Co.,  N.  C.  who 
died  in  1783  leaving  a  will  that  nam  1  his  wife,  a.gnes.   The  children 
named  in  the  will  were:   William,  Elesabeth,  Rachel,  Agnes,  and 
J:anes.   Goodloe  Warren  was  one  of  the  executors  and  Elesabeth  Jarren 
was  one  of  the  signers.   Will  Book  R,  p.  2^9,  Caswell  Co. 

V)  6  s  bee  t  \ 
The  Stuart  line  wouidr  be  interesting  to  research  since  Rev.  B.  H. 

Pierson,  a  grandson  of  Elesabeth  (Stuart)  Warren,  said  in  his 

writings  that  his  mother's  family  descended  from  the  Stuarts  of 

Scotland^,  baflhis  statement  has  notvbeen  proved. 

The  spelling  for  Elesabeth  sometimes  is  given  as  Elisabeth,  but 
in  the  Stuart  deed,  the  spelling  is  Elesabeth. 


(Probable)  WARDEN  FAMILY  LINE  OF  DESCENT 
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WTT.LTAM  WARREN    ( Immigrant ) 

b. 

d. 

I633  Elizabeth   City,    Va. 

I6I4.2   Gr^nt   of   650A  Gloucester  Co.,    Va.    for 

transoortin<--   13   persons    to  Colony 

1.    Nathaniel  Warren 
b. 

d.    ante   1-23-1653 

Possessed  650A  his  father  Wm.  had  owned 
a.  William  Warren 
b. 

m.  ca.  1650 

1653  reed.   650A  from  father   and  father- 
in-law  Christopher   Allen 
1.   John   Warren 
b.    ca.    1652 
m.   prob,    1677 
d.   bef.    1706 

a.    William  Warren 
b.    ca.    1680 
m.    ca.    lJOli 
d.    ante   5-2-1727 
Will   Essex  Co. 

Ca.    1720  bgt.    1575A   SDotsy   Co., 
part   of  Caroline   Co. 
1.    William  Warren 
b.    1790 
d. 

1782  Halifax   Co.    Census, 
6   in  family 

a.    Goodloe   Warren 
b. 
d.    aft.    1815   Person 

Co.,    N.    C. 
Lived  Halifax   Co.,    Va.  , 
Orange,    Caswell,    Person 
Co.,    N.    C. 

By   1793   owned   1496A   land 
1.    Elisabeth   Warren 
b.    177U 
m.   2-6-1791+  Roxoboro 

N.  C. 
d.  2-12-1852  Hopkins 
Co.,  Ky . 


m. 


m. 


m.  Frances  Allen 


m.  Rachel  Hawkins 
b.  ca.  1656 


d.  ante  2-11-1706 
Will  Essex  Co. 
in.  Elizabeth  Goodloe? 
b.  ca.  I683 

d.  bef.  14.-2-1751 


m. 


m.  Elesabeth  Stuart 
dau.  of  James 
Stuart  of  Caswell 
County 


m.  John  Pierson 
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GOODLOE  FAMILY 


Those  interested  in  our  family  history  will  find  the  Goodloes  of 
interest  for  two  connections  with  this  family.   John  Tompkins  (17U-3- 
1787  or  9)  who  emigrated  to  Kentucky  from  Caroline  and  Spotsylvania 
Counties  of  Virginia  with  several  of  his  sons  and  their  families 
around  I783  married  twice.   The  first  wife  an  1  probable  mother  of 
James  Tompkins  who  is  the  Tompkins  that  our  branch  of  the  family 
descends  through  was  Dolly  Goodloe.   She  was  of  the  Caroline 
County  Goodloe  family  yet  her  particular  notch  has  not  been 
determined. 

The  other  Goodloe  connection  we  have  is  witb  Goodloe  Warren,  the 
father  of  Elisabeth  Warren  who  married  John  Pierson  in  Roxboro, 
N.  C.  in  1793  and  was  the  mother  of  the  six  Pierson  sons  that 
lived  in  Hopkins  and  Union  Counties,  Kentucky.   Goodloe  Warren's 
mother  or  Tan  dm  other  was  probably  a  Goodloe.   John  Warren  moved 
from  Spotsylvania  County,  Va.  before  1778  with  a  Goodloe  family 
to  Granville  County,  N.  C.   From  another  source  we  learn  that 
Robert  and  Sarah  Goodloe  emigrated  to  Bute  County,  N,  C.  in  1771. 
(Eute  County  later  Granville  County.)   From  this  we  assume  them 
to  be  the  s  -one  Goodloe  family. 

The  following  Goodloe  data  will  assist  anyone  trying  to  complete 
connections  with  this  family,  but  as  said  above  does  not  prove 
just  where  Dolly  Goodloe  belongs. 


GOODLOE  FAMILY 
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Rev.  Geor~e  (1)  Goodloe  m.  Mary 

b.  1639  orob.  Lancashire,  England 

d.  1710  Middlesex  County,  Va. 

bef.  1666  emig.  to  Lancaster  Co.,  Va. 

(in  1673  Middlesex  Co.) 

16714.  reed,  patent  2£0A  Middlesex  Co. 

1679  reed,  patent,  crown  grant,  Middlesex  Co. 

1702  reed,  patent,  crown  grant,  Middlesex  Co. 

I687  Military  census  states  he  aided  defense  of  Colony 

Will  recorded  in  Middlesex  County 


Henry  (2)  Goodloe  (Cent) 

b.  167k 

m.  ca.  1700 

d.  17U9  Spotsy.  County  leaving  will 

Lived  awhile  Ch .  Church  ^arlsh  (Middlesex) 

Moved  to  Spotay  Co..  ca.  1720 

171Q',  7^0A  patent  land  to  become  Caroline  Co, 

1718,  reed,  extensive  land  in  Sootsy  03. 

1.  Georp-e  (3)  Goodloe  (Gent) 
bapt.  1701-2  Middlesex  Co. 
m.  1-13-1728-9  Middlesex  Co. 
d.  17U1 


m.    Elisabeth    ? 

(Maybe   Johnston 


Sett 
Par. 
1733 
1731; 
1737 
Will 
a. 


,    on    father'0    oat.    land,    St.    Mnrp-aret 
(C?r.    &   Spot.") 
road    suncrvisor 
Appt.    Magistrate 
High   Sheriff    of  Caroline  Co. 
dated    I7I4.I    deeded    800A    to   3    sons 
Sect.    Parson  Henrv    ( h  )   Goodloe 
b.    1730 
m.    1751 
d.    1820 
Lived   Caroline    ana    Spotsy.    Co.s 

1.  Ann 

b.    1752 

2.  Thomas 
b.    175Ll 


m.   Diana  Minor 
(dau.    Garret 

Minor) 
b.  1710 
d.    aft.    1763-70 


m.   Frances  Diana  Kemp 


d.  in  Ky. 

3. 

Garrett 

b.  1755 

k. 

Kemp 

b.  1757 

5. 

Mary 

b.  17^8 

6. 

Vivion 

b.  1760 

m.  l78).i  Lincoln 

d.  ln19  Ky. 

^y 


m.  Dorothy  Waller 


m.  Ann  Strother 


m.    Charles  Yates 

m.  Dorothy  Tomokins 
dau.  John  Tompkins 
b.  1768 
d.  I832 
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7.  Phoe"-e 
b.    1762 

8.  Prances   Di^na 
b.    176l| 

9.  George 
b.    1766 

Moved  to  Kentucky 

10.  Jane 

b.  1767 

11.  Isabel 
b.  1769 

12.  Henry 
b.  1771 

d.  aft.  1320 

13.  Elizabeth 
b.  1772 

Ik .    An  n 

b.   17714. 

?   Lived  Ky . 
l^.   Catherine 

16.  Robert 
b.    1779 

17.  Sarah 
b.    1751 

b.  Gam*™    f)i  )    C-oodloe 
b. 

d.    prob.    I786 

c.  Pobftrt    ()i  )    Goodloe 
b.    ca.    17U1 

d.  ca.  1797 

1771  moved  to  Bute  Co.,  N.  C.  & 
conveyed  his  paternal  inheritnnc 
to  brother  Henry  (L)  Goodloe 
(Fute  Co.  discontinued  1779 ) 
1797  Granville  Co.,  E.    C.  will 
n  an  i  n  r   wi  f  e ,  S  ar  ah 

1.  William  Clinton 

b.  1769  Granville  Co.,  N.  C 
in.  1796 

a.  Lucy  Anne 

2.  Henry 

3.  John  Minor 
h. .  David  Short 
5.  prob.  dau. 

d.  Kary  Goodloe 

2.  Robert  ( 3)  Goodloe 
b.  1711 
d.  1?9Q 

Will  proved  1790  Snotsy  Co. 
a.  Georcte  Goodloe 
b.  17lt!.i 
d.  lq01  (will  "  :otsy) 

1  .  ^PO^r-e 

2.   Robert 
1  .    177>i 


m.    Richmond  Carnal 

m.  ( 1 )  Carter 
(?)  Pollet 


m.  Harry  Gaines 
m.  Michael  Holland 

n.  James  True 
m.  Mr.  Ch  ipman 

m.  Alexander  Wood 


m.  Parmeus  E. 

Pritchett 
m.  Judith 


m .  S ar  ah 


m.    Susannah  Woods 


n.   David   Perry  Hart 


Ei.   Samuel  Jones 
m.    Roger   Quarles 

(Eef.    38V,    p.    36i: 
m.    Elizabeth   Guinea 


m.    (1)    Prise ill a 
Johnston 
(2) 
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3.  Henry 

k-  Mary  m#  Stephens 

5.  John 

6.  Aauilla 

7.  Sallie 

8.  Mary  Bird 

9.  Elizabeth 

10.  Sam  Eluford 
b.  1?85 

11.  German 

12.  Axle 

13.  Mildred 
Ik.  Sallie 

b.  Henry  (k)  Goodloe 
b.  1752 

a.  i33k 

c .  John 

d.  daurhter  m.  Linsey 

3.   J_aQfi  Goodloe  m.    John  Mauldum 

k*   Elizabeth  Goodloe  m.    Robert  Durrett 

$.    Katherine   Goodloe  m.    John  Durrett 
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STUART  FAMILY  OF  CASWELL  COUNTY,  N.  C. 

Two  Caswell  County,  N.  C.  wills  give  what  information  we  have  for  the 
Stuart  family.   Elesabeth  Stuart  apparently  married  Goodloe  Warren* 
(Goodloe  Warren  was  one  of  the  executors  of  the  James  Stuart  will  and 
Elesabeth  Warren  was  one  of  the  signers  of  the  will.)   The  second 
James  Stuart  will  is  probably  for  James  Jr. 

JAMES  STUART  m.  Agnes  

b.  b. 

m. 

d.  I783  Caswell  Co.,  N.  C.  d.  aft.  1783 

1.  William  Stuart 

2.  Elesabeth  Stuart 

3.  Rachel  Stuart 

I4..  Agnes  Stuart 

5.  James  Stuart 

Signed:  Ex.  Agnes  Stuart  (wife) 
William  Duly  Goodloe  Warren 

Elesabeth  Warren  Robert  Moore 

Jeremiah  Warren 


.M."BeM.^2jife__ 


JAMES  STU\RT  (orobably  Jr.)  m.  Amy  

b. 
m. 
d.  Will  prob.  1855  Caswell  County  d.  aft.  1855 

1.  Frances  A.  m.  Taylor 

2.  Adeline  J.  m.  Nunam 

a.  Mary  Alias 

3.  Mary  R.  m.  Moore 
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